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Tu E following Sermons and Prayers are 4 
0 few ſpecimens of a number of manuſcripts 
of a late divine, which fell into my hands. I 
: conceived,. from the tenor of them, that they 
could nor fail of being an acceptable preſent. ro 
moſt readers; and more particularly ſo to thoſe 
Who are young. 
I truſt the credit of is wither of theſe produce 
tions will not materially ſuffer with even the Ju. 


-A a dicious 


iv } 

dicious reader. All little inaccuracies of ſtile, 
and want of poliſh, which may chance to be ob- 
ſerved in them, muſk, as faults, be attributed to 
me. My object in giving them to the public 
is, obviouſly not the hope of raiſing my own on 
the compoſer” 8 reputation, but _— the _ 

of thereby doing good. 
If I fail '® this _ my having intended 
well will always be to- me a ſource of ſincere 


pleaſure. 


EDWARD HALL. 


WHITLEY, 
Near NORTH-SHIELDS. 
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SERMONS, &c. 


8 E R MON 1, 
On the Power of Habil. 


 JeREMIAH, ch. xiii. v. 23. 


Can the Ethiopian change his ſkin, or the leopard his ſpots © 
then may ye alſo do goed who are accuſtomed ts do evil. 


FFYHERE is not a more important power in human 
nature, or a power that deſerves more attention, 


than the power of forming habits. What is a man 


indeed, take him for all in all, but a creature of habit ? 
What is principle in him, unaided, or unſuſtained by 
Habit? Habit has been called his ſecond nature; but 


in faQ, it is his nature itſelf. The character any one 


bears in ſociety is hence alone determined. If there be 
a motion that tends to vice in man, I affirm 'tis habit 
alone that gives it head and ſtrength. Be it lying; 
note it, 'tis the effeef.of habit. Be it Juſt, revenge, 
ambition, covetings; be it whatever fault that may 
de named, tis habit in part, or all, or rather all.“ 

* My intention then, upon the preſent occalion, 1s to 
ſpeak againſt its power; to trace its progreſs, and to 


expoſe its effagts, when thus, or in any ſimilar manner, 


it is found exhibited. 


6 On the Power of Habit. 


'The moral powers of man, peculiar as the province 


is in which they act, and the effect which they produce, 
are governed by laws analogous to thoſe which pervade 
the bodily conſtitution of the ſpecies. Moral habits are, 
therefore, formed upon exactly ſimilar principles, as phy- 
ſical or corporeal ones. Now it is well known that one 
of the firſt ſources whence the latter of theſe ariſes, is 
repetitian. If a man accuſtoms any limb or member 
of his body to a particular motion, that motion will 
grow habitual, It will ceaſe to depend upon his vol- 
tion, and become an almoſt mechanical effect. And the 
caſe is exactly the ſame which reſpect to the former. 
Let a man but frequently indulge any particular wiſh, or 
frequently give way to any particular appetite or inclina- 


tion, and he will ſoon become, with reſpect to this 


matter, as it were, an involuntary agent. 


Again, It has been obſerved with regard to bodily 


habits, that they are very often contracted, although 
man's feelings once greatly revolted againſt them. This 
is very apparent in a variety of foods, which, though 
extremely difagreeable at firft, become, by habit, ex- 
tremely agreeable. And ſo it is with our moral habits. 
From our native love of virtue, every man, at his 
firſt commiſſion of any vicious act, muſt have felt ſome- 
thing unpleaſant. 1 

it, for which, at the beginning, he cannot but have a 
diſrehſh. Let him, however, perſiſt in it; and, like 
unſavoury herbs to the taſte, it will become his long- 
ing, and he will thence-forward go on to commit 
iniquity with greedineſs. 7 3 


Further, Few people are aware of the progreſs of 
their bodily habits. An aukward gait, a bad pronuncia- 
tion, or an unſeemly geſture, ſteals upon us in à quite 
imperceptible manner. It is exactly the fame with 
the moral habits. One man, with all the beſt principles 
in the world, ſhall be obſerved becoming a drunkard. 


even though he is daily actually exclaiuuing againſt it, 


as a vulgarly vicious character, by a too continued indul- 
gence in but the moſt trifling exceſſes: Another ſhall 
de remarked contracting a moroſeneſs and acrimoniouſ- 
neſs of temper, which at laſt ends in dyworight fera- 
ciouſneſs of diſpoſition, by the daily expreſſian of but 


the 


here is © a gall of bitterneſs” in 
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On the Power of Habit. 7 


the molt petty peeviſhneſſes; to whom, if at any time 
the hint of ſuch a poſlibility were given, he would 
indignantly aſk, ©« What, is thy ſervant a dog?” In- 
deed the progreſs' of habit is juſt like the progreſs of 
time, which advances from ſeconds to minutes, from 
minutes to hours, and from hours to a complete circle; 
but {till ſo gradually, that the hand that marks its motion, 
ſhall not be perceived to ſtir, by the niceſt and moſt 
accurate eye. 

Further ſtill. Bodily habits, it is univerſally acknow- 
ledged by all accurate obſervers of human nature, have 
frequently an early foundation indeed. The infant, 
while it repoſes in the cradle, acquires that characteriſti- 
cal manner, or turn of feature, that continues to diſtin- 
ouſh it through life. Nor is the caſe at all different 
with reſpect to its moral charaQteriſtics. The ſeeds 
pf its future inclinations are very often imbibed with 

the milk by which it is cheriſhed. Thoſe indulgen- 
_ cles of its appetite, and thoſe compliances with its fro- 
ward humours, which are at the time regarded but as 
mere trifles, are too often the very “ little leaven that 
leaveneth the whole lump.” _ EE 

Such, then, being the analogy between bodily bad, 
and morally vicious habits, it cannot be a matter of 
wonder that the latter ſhould be full as rife in the world 
as the former: certain it is, that this is the caſe. Be 
it then now further my buſineſs to direct your attention 
to the ſtate, and to deſcribe the condition of ſuch mer 
as exhibit examples on this head; 7 
In the firſt place, A man under the dominion of 
morally vicious habits, is in a ſtate of ſlavery, that no 
other kind of ſlavery can poſſibly equal. Vicious habits, 
according to the ſentiment of the prophet, * take away 
the heart.” Every idea of independence is hereby de- 
ſtroyed. A man hence becomes, in the language of 
Scripture, the verieſt ſervant of ſin. One appetite ſays 
to him go, and he goes; another come, and he comes. 
A Turkith ſultan is but a faint image of a deſpot, com- 
pared to a paſſion that has Jong been accuſtomed to con- 
troul; and the meereſt ſlave that even Africa has ever 
produced, has not leſs of voluntary agency, than a man 
5 is entangled in the bond of iniquity. 5 
dee — : — Ly Secondly, 
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Secondly, A man under the dominion of vicious habits, 
15 in a ſtate of ſubjection to the verieſt of impoſitions. 

Any Delilah may deprive ſuch a one of his ſecret, and 
rob him of his ſtrength. Any Philiſtines may accompliſh 
againſt ſuch a one any ſcheme that they wiſh. What has 
he, indeed, to withſtand the attacks of the one, or to 


ward off the intrigues of the other? Though his reſo- 


lntion of doing what is right may be as ſincere as poſſible; 
touch but the ſpring of his habit, and he will be ſure to 
torget himſelf ; with the dog he will return to his vomit. 
Of inſtances of this the world affords numerous examples. 
Enterprizes of great pith and moment, have hence had 
their currents turned awry. In profane hiſtory, many a 
mighty conqueror has, hence, been diverted to ſchemes 
quite foreign to his original purpoſe; and in ſacred, the 
fate of kingdoms and of kings has, hence, been ſo to- 
_ tally changed, as to exhibit in the ſame æra, or in the 
ſame perſon, the moſt contradictory phenomena. It was, 


hence, that a well known great political character in our 


own age and nation, declared, that let him but be ac- 


quainted with a man, and he would be ſure to find out 


His price; that is, he would be ſure to find out his ruling 
paſſion or prevailing habit, which by a proper object be- 
ing propoſed to it, may always be operated upon with. 
ſucceſs. Indeed, it is truly wonderful, how wiſe and 


eunning men have turned this circumſtance of man's ſub- 
jection to his habits, to their own ends and purpoſes. Like 


beings of a ſuperior rank, they have hence maintained a 
kind of ſovereignty upon earth ; playing upon their fellow 


men, as upon inſtruments of which they knew each ſtop; . 


founding them from the loweſt note, to the top of their 
compaſs. 0 N 


Thirdly, a man under the dominion of vicious habits, 
exhibits, if I may uſe the expreſſion, the perfection of 


. : 3 ns 
The moſt hopeleſs and abject ſtate of degradation into 
which a man can be ſunk, is certainly that in which his 


principles of conduct are determined, not by deliberate 


reflection, but by irreſiſtible impulſe; in which every op- 
portunity he has is followed by ſuch actions as are corre- 
ſpondent to the prevailing bias, opinion, or inclination; 
in which the dread of puniſhment is inſufficient to deter 
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him, and the ſlighteſt temptation inſtigates him to the 
moſt atrocious crimes; in which he goes after vice as 
an ox goeth to the ſlaughter, or as a fool to the correc- 
tion of the ſtocks. Now what is this but the ſtate of the 
man who is habitually wicked? And if there be a ſpecta- 
cle that more than any other wounds the heart of ſenſi- 
bility, it is a ſpectacle of this deſcription. The mana- 
cled ſlave; Lazarus licked by dogs; or Job ſcraping 
himſelf with potſherds, are objects infinitely leſs degrad- 
ing to the dignity of humanity. And is ſuch a character 
as this capable of being viewed only with hopeleſs com- 
miſeration ? The text indeed tells us, that he is actually 
like the Ethiopian that cannot change his ſkin. But for 
the conſolation of ſuch as may be in the predicament de- 
ſcribed, be it underſtood, that nothing is more common. 
in Scripture, than to make uſe of language expreſlive of 
an impoſſibility, when only a great difficulty is intended 
to be alledged. I might quote a variety of inſtances as 
proof ; "S. 4 as, It is eaſier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. It is impoſſible that thoſe who were 
once enlightened, if they fall away, to renew them again 
unto repentance, &c.” And as then, it is not a doctrine 
of the Bible, that vicious habits cannot be ſubdued or 
changed, ſo neither is it a doctrine of fact, or of life. 
Indeed, the direct contrary may be ſhewn to be the caſe, 
by an appeal to what has a thouſand times been ob- 
ferved. „ FC 
There have been many men, who by intemperance, 
have brought themſelves to the moſt deplorable of ſtates; 
who have thereby been reduced to the very verge of the 
grave; but who, by a bold and ſteady purpoſe to abſtain 
for a long time together from every irregularity to which 
they had been accuſtomed, have reſcued themſelves from 
the jaws of death, and have, as it were, been born again, 
and become new creatures. . | 
There have been many who, by riotous living, having 
_ ſpent all their ſubſtance, have been obliged to Pbmit to 
all the wretchedneſs of a priſon; where, having taken 
up a manly reſolution to retrieve and recover themſelves, 
they have by the indefatigable labour and ſtudy of ſome 
years, in that uncomfortable retreat, maſtered the know- 
5 B ledge 
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ledge and ſkill of one of the moſt difficult of proſeſſions, 
in which they have afterwards proved great and eminent 
Nay, ſome there have been, who, in the full career of a 
wicked courſe, have, by a ſudden thought and reſolution, 
{which the pious mind is ready to believe could have been 
raiſed in them but by the ſpecial grace of God) taken 
vp inſtantly, and made an immediate change to a very 
exemplary degree of goodneſs and virtue. 5 

Certain it is, that there is a great deal of true know- 
jedge of human nature in that obſervation of a Greek 
philoſopher; * Power and neceſſity are neighbours, and 
never dwell far aſunder.“ When men are preſſed by the 


urgency of their cafe; when nature is ſpurred and rouſed 


to the utmoſt, men diſcover in themſelves that which they 
thought they had not; and find at laſt, that they can do 
that which at ſirſt they utterly defpaired of ever being able 
8 „„ „ 
Upon the preſumption, then, of the above facts and 
obſervations, [ mean to proceed to adviſe and exhort ſuch 
as may be in the bond of vicious habits, to endeavour to 
break through them; recommending to them, at the ſame 
time, what may ferve as aids and aſſiſtants to them in 
this truly laudable and intereſting work. 


1 


In the firſt place, Let thoſe who would wiſh to quit 
their vicious habits, convince themſelves, in the moſt 
feeling manner, of the neceſſity they are under to relin- 
quiſh them. . „ 
It is too common a thing with men in a vicious courſe, 


to ſtifle, inſtead of encouraging, the ſtings of conſcience. 


They with rather for opiates to lull themſelves to fleep, 
than for any thing that would keep them awake to a 
fenſe of their danger. The trueſt ſign, then, of a man's 
being in a fair way of recovery from the power of vice, is 
when he feels an inclination within himſelf to impreſs his 
mind with an encreaſing abhorrence of it. The life of 


virtue may then be ſaid to be in him; which, like the 


life of vegetation, will make a tree expand, though bound 


round with bars of iron, or incloſed between the fiſſures 


of the hardeſt rocks. When a man then, once feels this 
hfe, his victory is more than half enſured ; he muſt burſt 
his ſhackles, and regain his liberty. It is well known, 


that the inſect, while in its torpid and inſenſible ſtate, 


hes 
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On the Power of Habit. Tx 
lies quietly enfolded in the web, which it's parent had 


formed around it; but that as ſoon as the powers of ani- 


mation begin to warm it, it inſtantly breaks it's bondage, 


and after e for a while, at laſt mounts into the air, 


apparently one of the freeſt and happieſt of creatures. Go 


then to the fly, thou who art now involved in the web of 


vice; conſider its proceſs, and learn exertion. 
Secondly, Let not thoſe who wiſh to ſubdue their 


end. | 5 


vicious habits, be above uſing thoſe means, which, from 
the frame of their natures, are evidently ſalutary to this 


Some people are apt to conceive too highly of human 


nature. They are too fond of what is but the character- 
iſtic excellency of man. They are willing to confider 
themſelves only as rational beings ; ſeem deſirous of for- 


getting that they are compounded of any interior princi- 
ples; and will not permit themſelves to be treated, either 


by themſelves, or by others, as creatures of any ſuch 


mixed character. But whatever may be ſuch perſons: 


opinion of man, or whatever their conduct in conſequence 


of their opinion, certain it is, that man is ſomething more, 


or rather ſomething leſs, than a inere rational animal. 


There is a great deal of what may be called mechanical 
n him. Upon this principle then it is, that a certain 


ſect of Chriſtians, much reſpected for their wiſdom, and 
decency of deportment, in order to prevent their children 
from being addicted to angry emotions, impreſs upon 
them this maxim, © Never exalt your voices.” Are there 
then any of you, here preſent, who are in the habits of 
indulging to exceſs your reſentful paſſions, lifting up your 
voices in the ſtreets, and throwing about your words, 
which are ſpears and arrows? To your conviction of the 
impropriety of your behaviour, let me requeſt of you to 
try the efficacy of the above maxim. | 


A writer of no ſmall eminence, in a philoſophical 
| ſurvey of human nature, ſets forth the influence of a 
practice of this or of a ſimilar kind, in very deſcriptive. 


terms. In the myſterious frame of human nature, 
ſays he, no circumſtance is more wonderful to us as 


philoſophers, or more intereſting to us as Chriſtians, than 
this which I am going to mention. The paſſion of 


anger, whickt if it be once let looſe from the reſtraint of 
— . — 7 HEINSGIIAE reaſon, 
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reaſon, rages with the fierceſt violence, and hurries us into 
the moſt atrocious crimes, is beyond all others capable of 
controul in its firſt emotions. One reſolute effort of re- 
flection; a little change made in the mere features of the 
countenance ; nay even a ſofter tone given to the voice, 
will ſtop the riſing ſtorm, which if it be ſuffered to gather 
all its ſtrength, bears down before it the authority of every 
law, both divine and human, and makes ſhipwreck, in a 
fatal moment, of our reputation and tranquility for ever.“ 
And as upon theſe authorities you cannot but be willin 
to allow the efficacy of mere mechanical cauſes in the caſe 
of anger, it might as eaſily be ſhewn, and as ſubſtantially 
proved, that they are of equal uſe in the reſtraining every 
other paſſion to which we are ſubje. As then, it cer- 
tainly will not happen to every Belſhazzar whilſt he is 
fitting at an 1mpious feaſt, that a miraculous appearance 
of fingers writing upon the wall, ſhould daſh the cup 
from his lips; what can any man do better, who is 
mighty to drink ftrong drink, but who would wiſh to be- 
come temperate, than by the power of his own will or 
. fancy, to endeavour ever to be preſenting to his thoughts, 
| ſomething that may, in a ſimilar manner, aſſail his at- 
1 tention? As it is not every ſlave of avarice, or ambition, 
to whom a dumb aſs will ſpeak, or whoſe advances in an 
evil rout, an angel with a drawn ſword, will ſtop; if he 
is really deſirous of becoming free from thoſe domineer- 
ing paſſions, let him not diſdain to create for himſelf ob- 
jects which may not leſs fail to call forth his exertions. 
And for the further encouragement of all, who may be in 
any reſpect the unwilling ſervants of ſin, not to be above 
even employing this kind of means to further their re- 
demption, be it known, that one of the moſt amiable of 
the Roman emperors, in theory was convinced of its uſe- 
fulneſs, and by his conduct irrefragrably proved it. Titus, 
he who lamented that he had loſt a day becauſe he could 
not recollect any good he had done, this Titus, for fear, 
leſt he ſhould forget the duties of his nature, and his 
ſtation, had a perſon continually near him, whoſe buſineſs 
it was, to be every now and then ſaying to him, Re- 
member, thou art a man.“ e „„ 
, "Thirdly, Whoever wiſhes to ſubdue the power of 
vicious habits, muſt loſe no time in ſetting about the work. © 
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T Oppoſe beginnings,” is an old and a wiſe adage, and 
peculiarly applicable to the caſe before us. For vice is. 
indeed, like a ſkilfal invader, who either ſecures all the 


ſtrong holds in the country of which he is making himſelf 


maſter, or induces all its inhabitants, as he advances, to 
take to him the oath of allegiance. Let vice then alone 
for a while; and its tyranny becomes irreſiſtible. That 
exertion which at firſt would have effectually ſtopped its 
progreſs, becomes totally of no avail. Seeing then this to 


be the caſe, can ye, whom Providence hath raiſed to the 


dignity of tuition, help feeling yourſelves here particularly 
intereſted ? Can ye help feeling the propriety of the advice 
and the force of the ſanction, “ I rain up a child in the 
way he ſhould go, becauſe that when he is old he will 
not depart from it? "Thoſe parents, indeed, are hardly 


deſerving of the name, who do not ſtrive to regulate their 


children in the earlieſt ſtages of rationality. "Thoſe are 
the baſeſt betrayers of their truſt, who regard any the leaſt . 
vicious practice in them with unconcern. I would, I 
could impreſs it ſufficiently deep upon the breaſt of every 
one of you to whom an offspring owes its birth, that there 
is not a ſingle propenſity in your child, if conſidered in 
its reference to the whole extent of its moral agency, that 
ought to be regarded by you as indifferent. It is the 


_ wildcm, and it is the duty then, of every one of you, to 


watch the opening minds of your children, and to exert all 
your moſt ſtrenuous endeavours to nip each of their vicious 
inclinations in the bud. Oh do not truſt to any ſkill or 
any power to eradicate evil diſpoſitions, when they have 

once gotten root. Imitate, in this reſpect, the conduct 
of the inhabitants around the Nile, who, though dexter- 
ous to the higheſt degree, in deſtroying the crocodiles 


that infelt its banks, are ever more ſolicitous to cruſh them 


in the egg, regarding, even with a kind of ſacred venera- 
tion, the friendly ichneumon that aſſiſts them in the 


work. - | 
Laſtly, As a ſpur to excite you to break through the 
reſtraint of your vicious habits, think on the dignity and 
reſpectability of the characters who have vindicated them- 
ſelves unto the freedom of virtue. Shall I ſearch for 
examples? Shall I ranſack profane hiſtory for objects for 
your contemplation in the caſe? Or ſhall I bid you by 
— eniies MoH _ 1 — 1 0d 
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hold this or that man amongſt your followers ! Were I 
at any loſs on this head, or did not a moſt perfect cha- 


racter in this reſpe& now preſent itſelf to my mind, I 


might thus act. But when the Captain of my Salvation 
aſſails my attention; when a perſonage who was paſſions 
perfect maſter ; who controuled every appetite with the 
moſt abſolute ſway ; who was entirely ignorant of the 
power of any thing inclining to a vicious habit ; who, ex- 
poſed to every temptation that the world could promiſe, 
could cooly deſire the tempter to get behind him; who, 
in the midſt of inſult, could hold his peace, and though 
ſmitten on the face, poſſeſs his ſoul in patience ; who, 


under the ſevereſt tortures, could, with fervency, pray for 


the very wretches who were inflicting them; when, I ſay, 


ſuch a character as this riſes up before me, ſhut be the 
_ annals of Greece and Rome: lie concealed in the ſhade 


all the moſt renowned of their ſages. Of Chriſt alone, I 


will fay, « Behold the man! this, this is he whom ye 


who wiſh to be perfect, ought to aſpire after copying.” 
Oh learn of him, Chriſtians, for he knew not, in himſelf, 
what it was to ſin. „„ 
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The Hiftory of Samſon. 


© | 
'_  JopGEs, ch. xiii. v. 24. 


And the woman bare a ſon, and called his name Samſon. 


; 1 HERE is certainly ſomething very extraordinary, 
= in the hiſtory of this perfon, to whom I have now 
"2 called your attention. I know, indeed, of no collateral 
ad proof of its authenticity. For the reality of the exiſtence 
of the perſon in queſtion, we depend, I believe, entirely 
ke: upon the authority of this book of Judges, in which we 
= find his character and conduct delineated. We are here 
13 informed, that at the time Samſon made his appearance 
= in the world, the children of Iſrael had been ſubjeCedy 
2 for forty years together, to the oppreſſion of the people 
- called Philiſtines. Certain ſurprizing events announced 
bis birth, and preſaged his extraordinary character. His 
mother, at the time the conceived him, was conlidered as 
beyond the age of child-bearing ; and an angel at two 
ſeparate times arreſted her attention, and gave her di- 
rections reſpecting the conduct it became her to main- 
tain, In due courſe of time he was born; and his name 
vas called Samſon. Very early in lite he gave intimations 
of his future ſpirit and temper. 4 The ſpirit of the 
Lord,“ ſaith the hiſtorian, © began to move him at times, 
in the camp at Dan.” When grown up to man's eſtate, 
his great characteriſtical quality, which was myſteriouſly 
made by Providence to depend upon his continuing to be 
a Naarite from the womb, was moſt wonderfully Lilo 
cloſed, 
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cloſed. He rent a lion, as it had been nothing in his 
hands ; he flew a thouſand men with an inſtrument of 
offence that can ſcarcely be ſeriouſly named. At one 
time, he brake three green withs; at another, two new 

_ cords; and at a third, two new ropes, with which he was 
bound, as a thread of tow is broken when it toucheth 
the fire, He bore away upon his thaulders the two poſts 
of the city gates, and went off with the pin of a web, and 
the beam into which ſeven locks of his hair had been 
%% RS; 

Now theſe accounts may, at firſt ſight, appear rather 
wonderful to ſome minds, and to have much of the air of 
fables and exaggeration. . And indeed, it muſt be ac- 
knowiledged, that an age of ignorance, is ever an age of 
wonders... At ſuch times, mankind having no juſt ideas 
of the human powers, are apt, rather to repreſent what 

_ rheir fancy pictures to them, or what their inclination 
dictates to them to deſcribe, than what they really know | 
to be fact, or what they have received from indubitably 

| authentic records. There is no abſolute occaſion, how 
78 ever, to imagine, that it was owing to the above cauſes, 
* that the hiſtory of Samſon made it's appearance in the 
| | world. Indeed, we have a variety of inſtances upon re- 
cord, in much later ages, of ſtrength, not much, if at all, 
leſs amazing, than thoſe which are related of him. Many 
might be quoted by any man of reading, upon a mo- 
tent's recollection. But of all the prodigies in this 
reſpect, of which we have any accounts, Maximin, the 

Roman emperor, is deſerving of being reckoned the fore- 

moſt, Whatever we are told, relative to him, is well at- 

_ teſted ; his character is too exalted not to be thoroughly 
known; and that very ſtrength for which he was cele- 
brated, was the very cauſe ot his exaltation. He was by 
birth a Thracian, and from being a ſimple herdſman, roſe 
through the gradations of office, until he came to be em- 

peror of Rome. The circumſtances that are told, ſays no 
leſs an hiſtorian than Mr. Gibbon, of his matchleſs 
ſtrength, are almoſt incredible. He could move a loaded 
waggon, break a horſe's leg with his fiſt, crumble ſtones 

in his hands, and tear up fmall trees by the roots. Had 

he lin ed, continues the ſame writer, in a leſs enlightened 
age, tradition and poetry might well have deſcribed him, 
Fs | as 
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as dne of thoſe monſtrous giants whoſe ſupreme natural 
power was certainly exerted for the deſtruction of man- 
kind. Such then being the fact. with reſpect to the 
exiſtence of this emperor, in theſe; coniparatively ſpeak- 
ing, later times, is it not fair to urge it, as, at leaſt, a 
preſumptive argument, that his counterpart may have 
exiſted in more early days? Certainly, if Maximin ever 
had a being, of which there cannot be à doubt, there 
can be no grounds, on which the reality of the perſon | 
whoſe hiſtory we are conlidering, can be diſbelieved; at 
leaft, not from the nature of the facts which it relates. 
But, be it then, that Samſon was 4 man of the truly | 
wonderful ſtrength of body which his hiſtory here repre- 
ſents him, the view which the ſame hiſtory gives of the 
_ ſtrength of his mind, we ſhall find, upon examination, 
to be juſt the reyorſe; oe 5 3 
It is well known that the Jews held it, as petfectly 
unlawful for one of their nation to intermarry with 
Heathen Idolaters. Samſon, however, no ſooner ſaw a 
woman of Timnath, of the daughters of the Philiſtines, 
than he became inſenſible to the influence af this reli- 
gious tenet of his peoples Lo EIT: 
Not long after, being at Gaza, he gave another ſpe- 
cimen of his total want of prudence, and of the power 
of moral ſelf-government. Nothing but his more than 
natural bodily ſtrength, ſaved him, at this time, from a 
plot, which his ſubjection to his paſſions, had given oc- 
caſioh to be laid againſt him. But the ITS of this 
man's mind is apparent, not only in his thus not having 
| the power of moral ſelf-government, but in his being 
befides, in conſequence of this; the verieſt dupe imagin- 
able. There are in his hiſtory, repeated facts exhibuing 
him in this reſpect, in the moſt contemplible lights. 
Witneſs an inſinuating perſon, robbing him of a ſecret, 
which, for. his own credit, he ought never ro have di- 
vulged. Witneſs another artful creature gettihg him to 
tell her all his heart, though he could not but be morally 
certain ſhe meant to betray him. But, if we are deſi- 
rous of ſeeing the full extent of the Weakneſa of this 
man's mind, we muſt not ſtop here. We muſt look at 
him as expreſſing ſome of thoſe ſavage paſſions to Which 
_ humanity is ſometimes ſubject | 
W GY 1 know 
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I know not whether it is an obſervation made by an* 
naturaliſts, or whether there are facts enough in the: 
world upon which its truth may be ſupported, but. the 
inſtance of Samſon, and that of Maximin, whom FE 
have mentioned above, would ſeem to intimate it, that 
a more than natural degree of muſcular ſtrength is, of 
courſe, attended with a more than natural degree of fero- 


ciouſneſs of difpofition. The foul of this Roman won- 
der was of the darkeſt and moſt ſanguinary kind; his 


cruelty was unbounded and unrelenting. Upon a flight 
offence, nay, upon a bare ſuſpicion without a witneſs, 
without a trial, or without an opportunity of defence, he 
put to death four thouſand perſons. Nor ſhall we find our 


Jewiſh prodigy much behind hand in this caſe. What dire- 
ful inſtances of revenge are we not told that he praQtiſed ? 


When he found, (to uſe the words of the ſtory) that 


the men of the city had plowed with his heifer, and 
_ diſcovered his riddle, he heſitated not, but went down 


and. ſlew thirty men, and by means of a trick as brutal, 


as it was reſentful, burnt up the ſtocks and the ſtanding 


corn, and the vineyards and the olives of the Philiſtines. 


When, in conſequence of this behaviour of Samſon,, 
the Philiſtines retaliated' upon the Timnite whoſe daugh- 
ter Samſon had married, burning him and his houſhold 
together, he declared he would be T ; and to 

make his reſolution good, he inſtantly ſet about ſmiting 


There is ſill another more horrible inſtance of | the 


them hip and thigh with a great ſlaughter. - 


| ferociouſneſs of this man's diſpoſition, which I omit 
mentioning here, as I ſhall have occaſion to enlarge 


upon it more fully in another part of this difcourſe, 
But now, ſuch being the character of Samſon, it 
may be wondered at, perhaps, by ſome perſons, how 


God ſhould have employed him to be © the beginning 


of deliverance in Iſrael.“ But to this it may well be 


anſwered, that in the hands of God nothing is evil. 
He can make every thing the inſtrument of good. In 


the natural world he turns ſtorms and tempeſts to the 


moſt ſahutary purpoſes; and in the moral, he cauſes the 
very vices and paſſions of men to Work out his will. 


But to this it may be added, that the all- wiſe Deity ever 


apportions his means to the end he has in view. What 
did che ſtate of the Jewiſh people at this time require 
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Not a man of ſingular probity and virtue, but merely a 
man of might and of proweſs, who ſhould be able to 
make head againſt their enemies, and rouſe them by the 
proſpe& of ſucceſs, to vindicate themſelves into that. 
ircedom, the loſs of which they had for years been de- 
ploring. In theſe particulars then, Samſon was cer- 
tainly peculiarly endowed; and for the production of. 
theſe ends, he was unqueſtionably ſingularly well-fitted. 
Indeed, there cannot be a doubt, but that if the children 
of Iſracl had the ſpirit properly to have employed the, 
inſtrument which God thus put into their hands, they 
would by means of this man, have entirely freed them- 
ſelves from the yoke of their oppreſſors. But, their, 
minds were ſo depreſſed by the long bondage in which 
they had been held, and they were become fo mean and 
abject a people, that ſo far from aiding the man whom 
God ſeems thus to have ſent them with every qualifica- 


tion neceſſary to be their deliyerer, they, on the contrary, 


join with thoſe who were tyrannizing oyer them, againſt 
him; endeavour to deliver him hound into the hands, 
of the Philiſtines; meanly checking the ardour of his 


oppoſition, upon his firſt: ſucceſsful attack upon them, 
by .aſking him in the true language of abject ſlavery, 


>, 


Lis a tide, in the affajrs. of men, which, taken at the, 


« flood, leads on to fortune; omitted, all the voyage 


« of their life is bound in ſhallows.” Now Samſon. 


affords an inſtance of the truth of this remark of the 


moſt brilliant kind. His hiſtorian obſerves, not only 


in the ſpirit of a truly pious, but of a truly philoſophical 


mind, that Samſon's father and mother knew not, © that 
it was of the Lord,“ that he fought an occaſion againſt 
the Philiſtines. | EE 7Y OWE 


* 


Had but this been the caſe, and had the children of 
_ Urae), likewiſe, | admitted the ſame. idea into their, 

thoughts 3 had but they viewed this man's conduct in, 
| the light in which they ought ; had they but ſeconded 
ham, inſtead of baſely attempting to betray him, he 


would in all likelihood, have proved himſelf a very dif- 


icrent character from what we find him exhibiting, and 
| — | ks — 2 8 2 K 
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* What has thou done unto us, knoweſt thou not that 
the Philiſtines have the rule over us?” It js a remark. 
confirmed by almoſt univerſal experience, that “ there 


F - WI " C 2 8 | have 


Sorek whoſe name was Delilah.“ 


the Phi 8 * 
his might, and the houſe fell upon the lords, and upon 
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have had a very different end from that which was his 
ortion. He would, in all likelihood, have then beer 
Fred with the ſpirit of true glory; have had his mind 
fully engaged in furthering 2 promoting the reſcue of 
his countrymen from oppreſſion; ſo that inſtead of 
being the ſlave of low paſſions, his whole life might have 
remained unſullied, and his death have been the ſea] of 
his honour and his credit. But this not being the caſe, 
the concluſion of his hiſtory is as follows; “ and it came 
to paſs afterwards, that he loyed a woman in the valley of 


Upon this woman, the lords of the Philiſtines prevailed 


to endeaypur, by diſcoyering wherein his great ſtrength 


8 lay, to deliver him into their hands. And it came to 


paſs, when fhe preſſed him daily with her words, that he 


fold her all his heart, and fajd unto her; there hath not 


come a razor upon mine head, for I have been a Nazarite 


from my mother's womb; if I be ſhaven, then will my 


ftren h go from me. And when Delilah ſaw that he had 


told her all his heart, the Tent for the lords of the Philiſ- 


tines, and, having made him ſleep, ſhe cauſed the hair of 
his head to be ſhaven off, and his ſtrength went from him; 
ſo the Philiſtines took him, and put out his eyes, and 


| brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters 


of braſs, and he did grind in the priſon houſe.” And 


when the people of the Philiſtines ſaw him in this ſecure 


ſtate, they praiſed their idol Dagon. And it came to paſs, 
when they were _— that they fent 'and called for 


| Samſon to make them ſport by the exhibition of feats of 


ſtrength, for his hair was beginning to grow again, For 


this purpoſe they introduced him into a large houſe, in 


Which there were aſſembled above three thouſand perſons 
of all ranks and conditions. The dreadful idea of the 
deed by which he cloſed his being, came into his mind, 
Taking hold of the pillars 5 which the houſe ſtood, 
and praying to his God for ſtrength to avenge himſelf of 
iſtines for his eyes, he bowed himſelf with all 


4 = 


all the people that were therein. 


Bauch, in brief, was the character, the life, and the 


death of Samſon. To any mind capable of thinking, 
many iinportant reflections muſt hereby be ſuggeſted, 
e | N N In 
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In the firſt place, the moſt obvious one that preſents 
ſelf io the mind is, the ſuperior excellency of mental 
endowments when compared with bodily perfeCtions. 
Our reaſon is, undoubtedly, the great ſource of all 
our ſuperiority -over the brute creation. Nay, it is 

the degree in which we are poſſeſſed of this faculty, that 
in fact, aſſigus us our ſtation in the general ſcale of ex- 
iſtence. It may well then be ſaid of any amongſt us, 
who have no pretenſions to rival Samſon in his ſtrength, 
put who have a greater ſhare of underſtanding than ſeems 
to have been his lot, that though we are not ſo much 
like Job's leviathan as he was, Who eſteemed iron as 
« ſtraw, and braſs as rotten wood ;** we are more like 
beings of a ſuperior order. It was, certainly, a t 
mark of Solomon's natural good ſenſe and juſt conſidera- 
tion of the ſtate of human nature, even before he was 
particularly gifted by God, that omitting all other qua- 
| lifications, he aſked God to give him only wiſdom ; for, 
in the words of an apocryphal book, “though a man be 
ever ſq perfect amongſt the children of men, yet, if 
% wifdom be not with him, he ſhall be nothing re- 
% parded.” It is this that lifteth up the head of him 
who is of low degree, and maketh him to fit amongft 
Yo men. The bee is little among ſuch as fly, but her 
Fruit is the chief of fweet things. „„ 
Secondly, Another obvious fefle tion in the preſent caſe 
is, how hazardous is the poſſeſſion of extraordinary ta- 
lents, when unaccompanied with virtuous ſelf- govern- 
There are two ſources of danger in this caſe ; the one 
that the poſſeſſion of extraordinary talents, of courſe, too 
generally leads to the abuſe of them; and. the other, 
that it often occaſions us to become the objects againſt 
-which machinations are formed. In the inſtance of 
"Samſon, we ſee ſpecimens of both. Nay, we have ex- 
amples of both in common life, much too numerous, 
1 have known, ſaith a certain writer, many a man in 
Tociety, the bane of the peace and good order of ſociety, 
at the head of all diſturbances, and the ring leader in all 
mobs and riots, from no other motive than a meer con- 

Tciouſnefs of great muſcular ſtrength. I have been wit- 

ghels to the bad offets of a man's having a body mighty to 


2? The Hiſtory of Samfon. 


| Wk ſtrong drink, in his being hereby the couſe of the 
abfolute ruin of the health, fortune, and reputation of more 
than half his acquaintance. I have ſeen with grief (and 
With a ſigh have ſaid, how little do we know what is 
really eſtimable in this world!) many a parent going with 
bis grey-hairs in ſorrow to his grave; afterpraiſing that beau- 
ty in his child, which though long his boaſt and his glory, 
proved the very ſource of her fatal undoing, having been the 
cauſe why ſhe became marked out for a victim of ſeduc- 
tion. But, it is not merely the poſſeſſion of bodily ſupe- 
riorities that are thus dangerous without the accompani- 
ment of virtue, the fame hazard is attendant upon men- 
tal ones. What worſe member of ſociety is there, than 
a man. of brilliant wit, Who has no reſtraints of moral 
feelings to check his ſatires, or to curb the wild Juxuri- 
encies of his vicious imagination? What more wretched 
plague to a nation needs there be, than a man poſſeſſed of 
great popular abilities, in a ſituation in life, in which he 
has the opportunity to uſe them, who is, a. ſtranger to a 
principle? Such a one will be ſure ever to be ſeen the 1 
1 foremoſt to opphſe the meaſures of, equitable govern- E 
is ment; the loudeſt to ſound: the horn of. diſſention ; and 
1 ...- be moſt eager in crying havock, and in letting looſe the 
„ dogs. of contention. However flattering then it may be 
either for ourſelves, or for our children, to be poſſeſſed of 
extraordinary qualifications, either of body or mind, be it 
remembered, that the cultivation of them, without firſt 
laing the foundation of virtuous ſelf-goyernment, or en- 
_ twining them together, is but as he who ſetteth an Ki : 
Hatcheth -cocatrice's eggs, not Knowing that they. will 
certainly tend to his hurt. | 
_ . »/Fhirdly, Another reflection that muſt Rtrike every one 
from the conſideration of the hiſtory before. us is, the 
precarious tenure by which the higheſt accompliſhments. 
we can be poſſeſſed of, are held. Be it, that it is impoſ- 
fible for us at this time to ſay how, or to aſſign the rea- 
ſon why Samſon's ſtrength ſhould have been made to 
depend upon what it did, the moral that every ſenſible 
mind may draw, from his hiſtory is very obvious. Let a 
map only. conſider any ſingle ſuperior qualification either 
of his body or mind, it will. for the moſt part be the 


lame; and he will | undoubtedly . find, that his continuing 
= | 8 > 375 * 
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to enjoy it depends upon a circumſtance equally as trivial 


as Samſon's hair. A flight blow upon the head has fe- 
duced the fineſt genius in the world to a ſtate of idiotiſm. 
A foot miſplaced has ruined the moſt admired gracefulneſs 


of motion. The moſt trifling corroding of difeaſe in 


a ſingle feature of the face, has changed the molt perfect 
beauty into the moſt hideous deformity. "oO + 

An imperceptible derangement in the frame has; in' art 
ſtant, rendered the moſt robuſt, the moſt weak and help- 


leſs objects imaginable. The plain conſequence” then, 


from theſe obvious facts is, © that-favour is deceitful, and 
that beauty is vain; that the wiſe man ought not to 
glory in his wiſdom, nor the mighty man in his much 
60 ſtrength.” e | Ws... DT INIT 120 7 


Fourthly, Another uſeful ſuggeſtion that muſt upon 
the preſent occaſion, be called up in the minds of all 
thinking men is, the neceſſity every man is under, let his 
tuperioritv be what it will, to watch againſt the approach 


of evil through little channels. It is aſtoniſhing how 


many men have been ruined from want of an atten- 


tion to trifles. The whole happineſs, well-being, and 


importance of their lives, have been deſtroyed from a neg- 


lect in this caſe. © The fate of.Samfon, thus allegorically 
viewed, affords one of the fineſt leſſons of morality. Ho 
many a young perſon may date the hour of his eommenc- 


ing drunkard, from the very firſt time that from the ſolici- 
tations of companions, or other accidental cauſes, he in- 
dulged himſelf in what he thought would only be a tem- 
porary inebriation! His hair, to ſpeak metaphorically, was 


hereby cut off; his ſtrength to reſiſt temptation was hence- 


forward feen to fail him; and from that moment the Phi- 


liſtines of vice marked him out as a proper object of their 
attack, and made him, in due courſe of time, their 


- wretched flave for ever. 1 might inſtance many ſimilar 


effects in other caſes in life; but they are ſo very nume- 
rous, and fo very obvious, that it is unneceſſary to point 
them out. A man of counſel will be ever conſiderate; 


do nothing without advice; not be confident in a plain 


way; go not wherein he. may fall; turn from it and paſs 
away. Happy alone is that man who thus feareth 


always. 


Fifthly, Another impertant bipt for the regulation, 
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and forth comſan of our beg, is forcibly e 
by the hiſtory of Samſon, viz. the hiding as much a5 


poſlible, any weakneſs of which we may be confcions, 


from thoſe who may have an intereſt in finding it out. 


Samſon was, as we have ſeen, the meaneſt flave, and 
moſt contemptible tool of the very worſt of women: 


Governed by a paſlion, over which reaſon had no controul; 


he is in this caſe, an inſtance of humanity in its moſt de- 
raded ſtate. But deſpicable as his character in this re- 
pect was, its counterparts have frequently made their ap- 
pearance ſince his days. Nothing, indeed, is more com- 
mon, than to find men weakly diſcloſing to artful perſons, 


even of their own ſex, the very ſecret on which all their 
abſolute free agency may be ſaid to depend. Hence what 
thouſands of ſilly dupes do we ſee fhrewd and cunning 


men directing like puppets that are played with ſtrings. 


Let all thoſe then, who would wiſh to paſs through life 


with credit and with comfort, learn from the example we 
are contemplating, this important leſſon. Keep thy 


1 with all diligence, for out of it are the iſſues of 
Sixthly, In the changes and revolutions in the ſtate of 


Samſon's ſituation in life, we have an affecting picture of 


the uncertainty to which human nature and human affairs 
For twenty years this man was judge of Iſrael; was 
the higheſt in dignity and importance of the whole na- 


tion; was looked up to as a prodigy, and, like a petiy god, 


walked about admired of all and dreaded. But mark his 
reverſe. Deceived through the means of his own low 
_ paſſions, he fell into the hands of his enemies; his eyes 
were barbarouſly put out; he was confined to a dungeon, 


and obliged to work at a mill with the commoneſt flaves ; 
and, if t 

term, he was brought forth to be a make fport to the very 
rabble of the Philiſtine people. Contemplate then, ye 
ſons of frailty, this ſad reverſeful hiſtory, and be awake 


to the uncertainty of your condition. The richeſt and 


moſt powerful men among you, who live in your cieled 
houſes, and who. have now many good things laid up 


for your ſouls in ſtore ; may yet before you die, be brought 


to a morſel of bread, or waſte years of your remaiaing 
"> exiſtence 


may be allowed to uſe tlie familiarly, degrading 
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ex:tence, in the loathſome confinement of a priſon. I 
hint not this poſſibility, to give an alloy to your preſent 
comforts. I do not urge this, to fill you with vain 
apprehenſions and idle fears: J do it from nobler mo- 
tives, from a view of inſpiring you with the virtues of 
piety and commiſeration for thoſe to whom theſe things 
have already actually happened, and to prepare you to 
meet them with fortitude, {hould it pleaſe the providence 
of God, to cauſe them to be your lot. In the words of 
the wiſe ſon of Syrach ; *+ Boaſt not of thy cloathing 
« and raiment, and exalt not thyſelf in the day of ho- 
« nour; for the works of the Lord are wonderful, and 
„his works among men are hidden. Many kings 


have fat down upon the ground, and one that was 


« never thought of hath worn the crown. Many mighty 
„men have been greatly diſgraced, and the honourable 
delivered into other men's hands. Call no man there- 
% fore, blefled, whilſt he remains upon earth.” 
Laſtly, in the dreadful manner in which Samſon went 


oute of the world, we are preſented with a moſt frightful 


picture indeed, of the degree of ſavage feroſity to which 
human nature is capable of being carried. 

We have heard of many men who have unhappily put 
an end to their own extitence. We have heard of many 
more Who have been violent inſtruments of the dectruc- 


tion of others whom they hated ; but we have heard of 


none, or but of very few, Who have at once been volun- 
tarily the death of themſelves and of their enemies ge- 
ther. Samſon, in this reſpect, ſtands forth an almoſt 


ggerate the 


fact. There are circumſtances which forbid me pointing 


out the peculiar horrors of it. I will do what is more 


plealing to my own feelings and my own fancy, and 
what, I truſt, will be more edifying to you. I will con- 
trait the character and conduct of this hero of Zorah, 
with thoſe. of the {till greater hero of Nazareth; with 
thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt the hero of Chriſtianity. I will 
thus ſhew you, that however Samſon might be admired 
in the times in which he lived, his oppoſite alone can be 
an object of regard to the profeſſors of the Goſpel. 


Samfon was the avowed enemy of the Philiſtines who 
did him no injury. Jeſus Chriſt was the beſt friend of 
| X D 
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the Jews who evil-intreated him. Samſon went about 


committing all ſorts of outrages, killing and deſtroying : 
_ Jeſus Chriſt healing all manner of diſeaſes, and bripging 


to life ſuch as were dead. Samſon's prayer, previous to 
his exit, was for ſtrength to cruſh his perſecutors : Jeſus 
Chriſt's for pardon for his, at the hands of his mercitul 


father. Samſon died in the complicated act of ſuicide 


and revenge: Jeſus Chriſt, with all the patience and 
meekneſs of a Jamb, led to the ſlaughter. Samſon, at 
his death, flew more than he did in his life; Jeſus Chriſt 
at his, ſaved an univerſe from deſtruction. e 
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S E R M O N III. 
The Inſanity of the Prodigal. 


Lok, ch. Xv. v. ). 


And when he came to himſelf. 


FF\HESE words are part of the well-known pa- 


rable of the prodigal ſon. And it would ſeem, 


from the trait which our Saviour here gives, of the un- 


happy youth who had ſpent all by- riotous living, tha 


his opinion was perfectly conſonant with that Roman 
law, which conſidered the prodigal and the madman as 
the ſelf-ſame character. For the expreſſion, when he 


came to himſelf,” certainly implies, that till then he was 
not himſelf. _ „ . 5 
Let us, upon the preſent occaſion, examine into the 


propriety of this idea. : 5 
In the firſt place, then, The prodigal and madman 


are properly conſidered as alike, inaſmuch as they both 
ſeem to have a ſimilar end in view. _ 


It is well known that the madman is utterly regardleſs 


of conſequences, © He never thinks: of any thing farther 
than what is before him. His whole object ever is, to 


accompliſh the with, that at the moment occupies his 
mind. And is not this exactly the conduct of the pro- 


digal? Do not all his deſires and proſpects ſeem to 
centre in the preſent hour? Does he not, for this, ſacri- 


fice every thing valuable that he has? Does he not go 


on with his debaucheries, contrary to every dictate of 
prudence? Is he not perfectly blind to the approach of 
D 2 poverty? 
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poverty? Is he not entirely regardleſs of wretchedneſs, : 
that ſtares him in the face? Does he not ſquander that 
ſubſtance, which, if he had a ray of reflection, he would E 
be certain, he muſt live to regret? Is it poſſible, then, 5 
in this reſpect, to point out any thing like a difference 
in the two characters? Is there any appearance of a 
rational conduct in the one more than in the other? No. 
Juſtly has Solomon declared of ſuch a one, that his be- 
ginning is folly, and his end miſchievous madneſs. 
Secondly, The prodigal and madman are properly 
conſidered as alike, inaſmuch, as they are equally 1n- 
capable of governing themſelves. e 
It very often happens that perſons, actually mad, ap- 
pear at intervals as compoſed and rational as it is polhibis 
to conceive; and, provided a particular ſubject is not 
Larted, no one would be ſenſible of their malady. But 
| the moment this ſtring is touched, they are no longer 
. themſelves; the paroxiſm begins; and their minds are 
the ſeat of diſorder and contuſion. Nor is the cafe 
different with the man who 1s devoted to riotous living. 
Wbilſt his paſſions are uninflamed, or his appetites un- 
provoked, he is a very pattern of ſobriety, and a very 
Anchorite of chaſtity. But the inſtant his blood is 2 
little quickened, he is ſeized with a furor; he looſes all 
command of himſelf; he haſtens, like the dog to his 
vomit, and like the ſow to her. wallowing in the mure. 
_ Thirdly, The prodigal and madman are properly con- 
fidered as alike, inaſmuch, as their appearance and de- 
portment are exceedingly ſimilar. 18 
Is there a violence which folly, which phrenſy can 
1 Have committed, of which the midnight reveller has not 
7 frequently been guilty? Hark, how horrid his jmpreca- 
tions! Can the maniac utter worſe? Obſerve his diſ- 
ordered viſage ; his diſhevelled hair; his deranged jhabit. 
Can madneſs itſelf exhibit a ſpectacle more ſhocking? 
Mark his hurried ſteps; his frantic geſtures. Can ihe 
inhabitant of Bedlam ſhew any thing more extravagant? 
Indeed ſo ilrong is, and always has been, the ſimilarity 
in this reſpect between theſe two characters, that in 
the heathen mythology, the worſhippers of Bacchus are 
all repreſented, as poſſeſſed with a ſacred fury, and their 
mode of comporting themſelves, as all wildneſs and 
5. 3 | diſorder. 
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liforder. They did homage to their deity, by the moſt 
tumultuous cries, and adored him by antics well ex- 
oreflive of inſanity. And thoſe, in the preſent time, 
who, metaphorically ſpeaking, ſtill do honour to the 
dame God, are in general very orthodox in the mode 
If their worſhipping him. 


Fourthly, "The: prodigal and 8 are l 


<conlidered as alike, inaſmuch, as they both exhibit a 


melancholy inſtance of humanity. 

Perhaps, of all the diſmal fights of woe, that of a 
creature. deprived of reaſon, is the moſt affecting. There 
is ſuch a mixture of horror and regret in the feelin 


that it occaſions, as abſolutely harrows up the very ſoul 
of ſenſibility. But touching as it is, there is ſomethin 

in the debauchee almoſt equally fo. Come hither ye 
advocates for the dignity of the human kind, come 


hither, and behold an {humiliating example of the nobleſt 
work of God in this world. Behold a man, not by the 
diſeaſe of his brain, not. by the ſtroke of Providence, 
but by his qwn volutary act, transformed into a madman. 


Behold his lamp of reaſon, extinguiſhed by himſelf. 


Behold his ſenſes all diſtraction and diſorder. See how 
he looks, he acts, he. ſpeaks, he knows not what. 
Lo! his erect attitude, his expreſſive countenance, his 
penetrating genius, that image of God within him, all 
ſunk in the nauſeous draughts of intoxication. See 


him the mere wreck of humanity ; a miſerable ſatire 
upon his ſpecies; a heart-rending ſpectacle of the de- 
pravity to Which we are ſubject. It is impoſſible to 
contemplate ſuch a character as this, without the live- 


lieſt emotions of ſorrow. Tears like thoſe our Saviour 
ſhed, when he ſaw Jeruſalem immerſed in wiede ez, 


involuntarily burſt from the feeling mind. 


Laſtly, The prodigal and madman are properly con- 


ſidered as alike, inaſmuch, as they are oftentimes mer 


own murderers. 
Self-deſtruction has ever been conſidered as the ver 


height of inſanity. Yet, even in this reſpect, debauch- 


ery is not exceeded by lunacy itſelf. It differs only in 


the flowneſs of its operations, and the inſtruments it 


makes uſe of. For in the words of a well-known 
writer, * the loathſome rottenneſs of foul: diſcaſe from 
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raging riot, are meſſengers of death as fell, as certain, 
zs the fatal ball, the ſtrangling cord, or ſuffocating 
Rream.” Indeed, there are numberleſs inſtances in 
i.e, Where the former are as plainly to be ſeen taking 
place, as the latter. Nay, there is ſcarcely an, intempe- 
rate man Who, if, upon his untimely end, a jury were 


impannelled, might not, with the utmoſt juſtice, be 
_conlidered as 2Qtually guilty of felo de fe. 

But now, bad as the portrait may be, which we have 
dere drawn of the prodigal, it is not impoſſible, from 


the inflance in our text, but that he may come to him- 
elf. 

There is a variety of cauſes that may well be ſup- 
poſed as bringing about this effect. 

In the firit place, The diſtreſſes, kd. are the na- 


tural conſequences of his folly and e may 


gecaſion this. 


Various and dreadful, indeed, are che ravages of 


debauchery and prodigality. It 1s impoſſible for any 
one, long to continue in the practice of them, with- 


out feeling their direful effects. Fortune, reputation, 
health, or ſubſtantial good muſt, one or all, inevitably 


fall a ſacrifice, And hence it 1s, that we 5 numbers 


brought to reflection, who otherwiſe, perhaps, would 


never have come to themſelves. A place amongit the 
Lazars-in an hofpital, which is no uncommon re- 
volution, has reſtored many a gay libertine to his rea- 


fon. The importunities of a mercileſs creditor, threat- 
ening him with all the horrors of a priſon, have filled 
with anxiety the breaſt of him who never awoke but 
to a joyful morning. The extremities of hunger, call- 


ing up the with even for the hufks that the ſwine did 


eat, have made him, who never thought before, fully 
fenfible of his folly and imprudence. Indeed, ſuch 
changes in life as thefe, have generally been found, 


very ſucceſsful preachers of wiſdom, They are medi- 


cines that have wrought cures even upon thoſe, who, 
as to any thing elſe having an effect upon them, might 
juſtly have been ranked amongſt the incurables. 


Secondly, The fatal end of a friend or acquaintance, 


has often been known to cauſe a man to come to 


himſt elf. 
One 


N 
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One would think that ſuch an event ſhould, in all caſes, 


De found effectual. But alas! it is very far from having 
that general influence which might be expected. Thete 


are many inſtances, in Which the drunkard ſees his aſſoci- 
ate abſolutely falling an almoſt inſtantaneous victim, to 


the very debauch, in which he himſelf was engaged, and 


yet continues his vicious purſuits, With as much eagerneſs 
as ever. There are many inſtances, in which the ſpend- 


thrift is witneſs to the diſtreſs of a comrade, who has a 


little outſtripped him in the madnefs of his carcer, who 
ſtill maintains a conduct which mult inevitably end in a 
ſimilar iſſue. This, however, teſtifies a degree of inſanity, 
equalled only by him, who perceiving his companion 2 
little advanced before him, ſinking in a quagmire, perfilts 
to Keep on in the fame path, thou gh ablolute pe erdition 
awaits his very next ſtep. 

Lhirdly, Some accidental unexpected circumſtance is 
oftentimes known to cauſe a man to come to himſelf. 

The apt quotation of an expreſſion from the Pſalms, 


by one of the Apoſtles, once cauſed a whole aſſembly to 


be pricked at the heart, and to cr} out, Men and brethren, 
what ſhall we do ; Land St. Paul reaſoning of righteoul- 


neſs, temperance, and judgment to come, made Felix trem- 


ble. The ſoul of David was wrung with anguiſh for 


the murder of Uriah, by the parable of Nathan „ and the 
ten ſons of Jacob were brought to a ſenſe of their guilt, in 


the ſelling of their brother, only by Joſeph's commanding 


them to fetch Benjamin unto him. Ihe 4%, of Jeſus was 
enough to bring Peter to himicif; and the crotuing of the 


_ cock forced from him the bittereſt tears of repentance. 


Laſtly, The efforts of the mind itſelf have oftentim 
been known to produce this effect. 
The ſoul of man always militates againſt the benen 


of ſin. It is kept bent like the bow, only by the ſtrong 


cord of paſſion, It is perpe:ually ſhiving to break its 
chains and recover 1ts influence and authority. In order 
to accompliſh this, it practices a variety of arts; it often- 


times haunts men in dreams, and terrifies them through 


viſions, It oftentimes turns to ſhape the form of things 
anreal, and gives to airy nothing a local habitation 
and a name. Such tricks hath guilt ſtruck fancy. 


It oftentimes, in the language of Scripture, makes 


them 
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makes them to imagine ſtrange things. Hence it is, tha 
many men in the gall of bitterneſs, and the bond of in1- 

quity, have been led to imagine that they have been vi- 
fited by ghoſts and apparitions, have ſuppoſed ſome ſpecial 
meſſenger diſpatched from heaven to warn them of theis 
danger, and to fill them with due fears reſpecting the 

horror of their condition, when alas | it was conſcience 
alone, that like the troubled ſea, is perpetually caſting up 
mire and dirt, Hence the impious Belſhazzar thought 


he ſaw the fingers of a man's hand upon the wall, and 


his knees {mote together; and the wicked Balaam, who 
for lucre withed for leave to curſe the chofen of God, 
fancied he {aw an angel with a drawn {word, ſtanding ii. 
the way. Hence, in more modern times, one noted 
reprobate, whoſe life has been given to the world, dated 
his repentance from the appearing of his Saviour to hin; 


by night; and another, well known for his crimes and 


debaucheries, declared he was bro! ght to a ſenſe of his 
miſconduct, by the addreſs of a ſpirit. 


But whatever be the, cauſe that brings wickedneſs to 
itſelf; be it the mind itſelf, or any thing foreign thereto, | 


let us imagine the moment arrived. 

In the fr place, Itis a moment of diſtraction and 
_ confuſion. 
„„ ſcarcely a condition of being that can well 
be conceived more harrafling, than that of a man juſt re- 
duced to a ſenſe of his miſconduct. All alive to the 
madnels and danger of the career in which he has been 
engaged, he ſtarts within himſelf; he is doubtful} what 
to do; he 1s all heſitation and for: his faculties are con- 
foled ; his will is as it were faſcinated; he is juſt like a 
man who walking in his ſleep, awakes, at the inſtant he 
15 got to the edge of a precipice, when the horror. of his 


ſituation ſo affects him, that he has not power to with- 


draw, but {lands trembling upon, the brink of deſtruction, 
ſtupified with fear. 


Secondly, It is a moment of N regret. 


There are few of the bleſſings of life that we ſufficiently 
cal whilſt we have them; but the inſtant they are 


placed beyond our favour, their worth ſeems to be en- 

creaſed ten-fold. Thus we take no note of time, but 
iom its loſs, We prize health, only when racked with 
I dil- 
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diſeaſe. We lament the means of ſubſiſtence and enjoy- 
ment, only when they have taken to themſelves wings 
and flown away. But then theſe are ſeaſons of very 


aggravated affliction, when they come. We experience 


a {ad addition to the actual evil that we ſuffer, from 


the reflection of the good that we have loſt. How 
many hired ſerwants of my fathers have bread enough 
was the re- 


retful language of the unhappy prod1 al the prodi- 
8 a ae that be kek he effects of his im- 
prudence, in the abſolute want of fobd; but the idea 
that he had degraded himfelf, even below thote, who 
once were far his inferiors, cut him to the quick, But 
if the prodigal feels pain, even from the view of thoſe, 


and to ſpare, and I perifa with hunger, 


in the leſs eligible ſituations in life, what mult be his 
ſenſations, when he caſts an eye on thoſe in the more 


| eaſy and reſpectable conditions? When he looks up 


to men with whom he was once upon an equality, who 
are honoured, careſſed, eſteemed, and enjoying all the 
comforts of being, whilſt he himſelf is an outcaſt in 


ſociety, ſhunned by every virtuous and worthy character, 
and diſtreſſed to ſupport himſelf, even in the gratification 


of his low debaucheries. Indeed, indeed, the condition 


of ſuch an one is truly mortifying. He is juſt like 


the devil, where the poet repreſents him as not being 
able to bear the ſight of the ſun, « becauſe it brought 


to his remembrance from what ſtate he fell ;* or where, 
when in the perſon of the cherub, “virtue in herſelf 
how lovely,” was offered to his view, he deſcribes him 

as ſeeing and pining for his loſs. „ 


Thirdly, It is a moment of the bittereſt ſelf- con- 
tempt. ts 5 | 


There is nothing that finks a man lower, than de- 


bauchery. It is a ſtupifier of all his faculties, It is an 


enemy to every thisg laudable and excellent, It is a 


hindrance to every advancement and improvement. 
In ſhort, it makes a man a mere brute, No wonder, 


then, that he whois a ſlave to it, when he is awakened 
to reflection, thould feel an abhorrence of himſelf. 


No wonder that he ſhould be rendered one of the moſt 
miſerable of mankind. You know not, perhaps, any 


of you my young friends, what it is to deſpils your- 
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ſelves. Then you know not, be aſſured, one of the 


worſt evils “ that fleſh is heir to.” Happy, thrice 
happy, in your ignorance, ſtrive with all your might 
to continue fo. For oh! it is a feeling, of all others, 
the moſt hateful, a feeling that no jollity can diſſipate, 
no ſecrecy hide us from. In a word, it is a feeling, 
like that which Cain experienced, when he cried out 
in an agony, “My puniſhment is greater than I can 
„ "Wa i es 6 Rs i 
Laſtly, It is a moment of lowneſs and depreſſion. 
There is ſomething, in a vicious conduct, under 


Which the mind, when brought to reflection, cannot 

ſupport itſelf, All its fortitude and ſtrength forſakes 
it: and be it of never ſo reſolute a ſpecies, it expreſſes 
its feelings in the moſt dejected manner. Hence, the 
prodigal, in the moment that he comes to himſelf, is 
oftentimes ſeen to exhibit a moſt affecting ſpectacle, 
to the view of ſympathy and ſenſibility. Mark what 


anguiſh ſeems to harrow up his ſoul! What a look of 


diſtraction and diſorder diſtorts his viſage! How he 


tears his hair! How he beats his'breaſt! His eyes how 


they ſtream with tears! His hands how they are wrung 


in ſign of bitter woe! Lo! how he refuſes food! How 
he avoids ſociety! How he rejects conſolation! See, 
he 1s proſtrate on the ground. Harken to his language. 


God be merciful to me a ſinner.” What, ye feeling 
breaſts, ſhall we ſtop his ſighs? Shall we interrupt his 
reflections? No. Let us aid, let us animate, let us 


encourage them. In the words of the apoſtle, © let us 
rejoice in that he is made ſorry ; for godly ſorrow 


worketh repentance to ſalvation, not to be repented of, 


But it is with grief that I am obliged to obſerve, 
that this 1s not the happy effect, of the ſorrow, that 
every prodigal experiences, when he comes to himſelf. 
There are ſome, alas! whoſe hour of reaſon arrives fo 
late, that like a flaſh of lightning to a benighted tra- 


veller, it ſerves but to ſhew them the horror of their 


ſituation. Of this number we may, 

In the firſt place, Reckon thoſe who come to them- 
ſelves when they have it not in their power to atone 
for their miſconduct. | IS 
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„In what a courſe of riot and intemperance is not 
that thoughtleſs youth engaged? See how he ſacrifices. 
health and fortune, honour and conſcience, to his vi- 
cious debaucheries! See him the companion of the 


moſt worthleſs and contemptible of mankind ; the friend 


of the drunkard ; the ſupporter of the harlot; and the 
dupe of the gameſter. Obſerve the anguiſh he occaſions 
to an affectionate parent; Whole frame, enfeebled by 
age, is diſordered by forrow. See, the miſconduct of 
his child has increaſed his infirmities ; his life is deſpair- 
ed of; the fatal news is carried to his ſon, not totail; 
devoid of iecling ; his reflection is arreſted; the horror 
of his bafeneſs pricks him at the ſoul; he haſtens to 
expreſs his contrition and repentance. But ah! his 
father is no more; he has not even the conſolation 
of parental forgiveneſs. What a moment then 1s this! 
What a coming to himſelf is here! How dreadfully 
affecting! How juſtly alarming to every ſon of de- 
bauchery. A hell is unneceſſary for the puniſhment 
of ſuch a character; for, in the words of the poet, 
« himſelf is hell.” ns 
Secondly, In the number of thoſe who come too 
late to themſelves, are thoſe who are ſenſible of their 
miſconduct, when their habits are ſuch that they can= 
not overcome them. DD JR 
There is many a one in the world, who is the 
involuntary flave of finful indulgence. He feeis the 
galling chain, but he cannot break it. He has ſuf- 


tered ſenſuality to gain ſuch an aſcendancy over him, 


that *tis in vain that he ſees and knows its baneful 
effects. His life is, therefore, nothing but a ſucceſ- 
ſion of brutal gratifications, and dreadful felf-reproaches. 


The midnight debauch and the morning depreſſion, 
are as conſtant as the following of light and dark- 
neſs. But, as we may well ſuppoſe, this cannot but 


be a ſtate of extreme wretchedneſs and uneaſineſs. 
Indeed, fo diſtreſſing is it in general, that thoſe Who 


are in it can ſcarcely muſter patience enough, even 
to ſupport their character *till life's play is over. 


_ «« Scarce did I ſay? Some cannot do it. 
„Oft their own daring hands the curtain draw 
And ſhew us what they feel, by their defpair.” _ 
E 2 I hicdly, 
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Thirdly, In the number of thoſe who come too 


late to themſelves, are fuch as are ſenſible of their 
miſconduct juſt when life is departing. 1 

« Oh, conſcience! into what an abyſs of fears and 
horrors doſt thou drive thoſe who are thus circum- 
ſtanced! Ah, that J had ferved my God as I have 
ſerved my king, or rather my own ambitions views,“ 
cried a well-known prelate, and died a few moments 
after in all the agonies of terror and remorſe. 
Indeed, my young friends, no words can paint the 
anguiſh of a man, who awakes to reffection, but at 
the moment he is upon the prectpice of eternity. 
Does he look forward, every thing is darkneſs and 
deſpondency. Does he look backward, but for a few 
memorials of infamy and guilt, his life is a perfect 
vacancy. Which way then ſhall he fly infinite wrath 
and infinite deſpair ? Whichever way he flies, he finds 
nothing but mifery awaiting him. His ſtate is juſt 
like that of the wretched lord, who, Harraſſed with 
his guilt, and ſpeechleſs by his diſorder, when deſired 
to move his hand, as a token to his friends, that he 
felt forme ſmall degree of comfort, died, and gave no 
ign of hope in heaven's mercy, 3 


"Laſtly, In the number of thofe who come too late 


10 themſelves, are thoſe who are fenfible of their miſ- 
conduct, only when in hell they lift up their eyes, 
being in torments. Vfl; 
J here are ſome men, who pafs through life with- 
out ever once being brought to a ſtate of reflection. 
They are taken off with all their vices bloſſomin 
around them. They ſtep into eternity, from the cham- 
ber of riot. They are this moment mad with wine, 
the next where hope never cometh, that comes to all. 
It is in vain to attempt to deſeribe what muſt be 
the feelings of a man, to whom this tremendous change 
arrives. 1 | 
the heart of man to conceive; fuch as no man could- 
even have repreſented to him and live. Like the ſight 
of Jehovah upon the mount, the very portrait of them 
would be ;nflant death : the powers of humanity, in 
their preſent ſtate, would ſink under its horrors. 


To 
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To conclude. Come then, oh, young men! and 


let us reafon together. Is it worth your while, for 


the pleaſure of beholding the wine when it ſparkles 


in the glaſs, to run the rifk of the woe that it will 


aſſuredly occaſion you? Is it worth your while for 


the mad riot of debauchery, to run the riſk of the 
dart that will certainly ſtrike through your liver? Is 


it worth your while for the ſake of appearing a little 
time, clothed in purple and fine linen, and faring 
ſumptuouſly every day, to run the riſk of many years 
of ſackcloth and want? Is it, in, ſhort, worth your 
while for the fake of rejoicing in your youth, to run 
the riſk of being thus called to judgment by your God? 
Oh, ſurely not. Come then, to day, while it is called 


to day; while the door of reformation is not ſhut, 
break off your ſins by repentance; turn unto the Lord 


and he will have mercy upon you; pray unto him 
and he will abundantly pardon. Aſſure yourſelves there 
is “ joy in the preſence of the angels of God over 
one {inner that repenteth.” Come then, have che am- 
bition of giving pleaſure to the celeſtial regions. Let 


| humanity have a victory over the enemy of its nature. 


Beat down Satan under your feet. Be men, whilſt - 


you remain in this world, that you may paſs through 


it without the forfeiture of reaſon ; be enabled to leave 


it with comfort; and in the world to come, be as 


the angels of heaven. 


8 E R. 
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SERMON If 


On the Inconſiftency of Mens Expectations. 


Luxe ch. vi. v. 44. 


vo 


Of thorns men ds not gather ft; 
„„ gather they grapes. 


AF OST of the unhappineſs of life ariſes from the 
the abſurdity and folly of mens wiſhes and ex- 


pectations, rather than from any poſitive and un- 


avoidable evils to which hamanity is ſubject. And 


this is the true ſource of the greateſt part of thoſe 


ceuiſures againſt the diſpoſitions of Providence, which 
we are perpetually hearing. This is a matter of fact, 


which the conduct of multitudes, in almoſt every poſ- 


| fible view of it, fully authenticates. Conſider them with 


reſpect to their goods; their ſituations ; their behaviour 


10 their fellow men; or as influenced by their ſlate 
and condition ; they will be found, in all, unreaſonable 
and inconſiſtent characters. V» 5 
To begin with the firſt; viz. to conſider them with 
reſpect to their goods. 5 2 Ss 

Firſt, then, What is the conduct of numbers as 
to health? | | | 


'There are none who are not ready to acknowledge 


it as the beſt and the greateſt of goods; without which 


enjoyment is a ſtranger and life is a burden. When 


loft, there is nothing to which men are not willing 
to have recourſe, in order to regain it. The nauſcous 
draught of the phyſician, and the painful operation 


os, nor of a bramble-bufs 
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of the ſurgeon, are both ſubmitted to, not merely with 
reſignation, but oftentimes with a kind of eagerneſs. 
Now one would think, that a bleſſing thus highly 


valued, and a comfort for the recovery of which men 


do not ſcruple to give ſuch a price, ſhould be watched 
with care, ſhould be kept as the apple of the eye. 
But alas! the caſe is far otherwiſe. Who is there 


amongff us who does not frequently ſacrifice it, for the 
enjoyment of an hour? The aſſemblies of jollity, and 


places of public entertainment, what do they exhibit 
but examples of ſtrength waſting in riot, and beauty 
withering in irregularity? Indeed, you can ſcarcely 
enter a family where you do not find part groaning 


in repentance of paſt intemperance, part admitting 
diſeaſe by negligence, and part ſoliciting it by luxury, 


Secondly, What is the conduct of numbers with re- 


ſpect to knowledge? | 


*Tis a pearl of great price. Tis a tempting orna- 


ment of grace, that all wiſh much to wear. All not 


poſſeſſed of it, mourn its want in a moſt lamentable 


ſtrain. And why? are any neceſſitated to be ignorant? 


Has wiſdom refuſed to take any by the hand? No. 


But they do not like to enter upon the crooked paths, 


through which, as they are informed by the wiſe ſon 


of Syrach, ſhe will lead them, and bring fear and dread 


upon them. The toil of ſtudy is what they cannot 


ſubmit to. They love not the ſmell of the midnight 


lamp. They are like perſons at a mart, who, though 
longing for a commodity, may be ſeen turning away 
from it with regret, muttering, “ the price, the price!“ 


Thirdly, What is the conduct of numbers with 


reſpect to plenty or opulence. 


We ſee the whole world put in motion by the 


wiſh for riches, and the dread for poverty. Here then, 
ſurely, there can, poſſibly, be nothing irregular in the 
conduct of any. Every thing, certainly, that would de- 


ſtroy what all are thus labouring to acquire, muſt uni- 
verfally be avoided. By no means. Is there a perſon, 
do you think, in the world, who does not know, that 

if he ſpends more than he receives, he ſhall in time 


become indigent? Certainly not, *Lis, you will ſay. 


2 ſelt 
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a ſelf-evident truth. But take up the weekly liſt of 
bankruptcies. It exhibits inſtances of men, who have 
acted as if the reverſe of this axiom was fact. Take 
notice” of the thouſands, not yet arrived at the goal 


of ruin, but who are hurrying towards it as falt as 


poſſible. Can any thing be more in oppoſition to it 
than their conduct. Indeed, the inconſiſtency between 
the knowledge and practice of ſuch characters as theſe, 


is not leſs, than that of a man who walks into a pit 
with his eyes open, or ſteps over a precipice in broad 


day-light, 1 
But if there are numbers of men thus inconſiſtent 
with themſelves, with reſpect to the goods of life; 
let us conſider the conduct of others with reſpect to 
their ſituations. „„ | 3 
Firſt, Harken to the murmurs and complaints on 
account of the variation of the weather. What la» 
mentations becauſe our atmoſphere has nothing ſtable 
nor certain in it! But how abſurd are theſe repininings? 
Can other be expected in a clime that is temperate ? 
If nought will content you but a cloudleſs ſky ; go, 
and be ſunburnt within the tropics. If nought will 
ſuffice you but a conſtancy of ſeaſon; away! be un- 
braced and relaxed with the inhabitants of the Line. 
Secondly, What clamours ſtrike our ears reſpecting 


the badneſs of our policy, and the licentiouſneſs of 
our people? What numbers adopting the language, 


that ſuch and ſuch a thing would not be borne in 
another country ! "That a man would be put into the 
Baſtile or the Inquiſition, if he dared to fay or act 


what he does here! All this may be very true. But 
the perſons who make theſe complaints, ought to reflect, 
that he who will have a fire to warm and cheer him, 


muſt, now and then, be content to have his eyes hurt 


with the ſmoke, and his linen ſometimes betouled with 


the blacks. If you cannot bear to experience the 
| leaſt infolence from a mob; haſten, and put yourſelf 
under the protection of the Turkiſh Janiſſaries. If 
you are hurt, beyond ſufferance, to fee the ſacred tenets 
of your faith rudely attacked by an infidel ſeribbler; 
tempt your author with you to Spain. There you way 
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make him the ſubje& of an Auto de fe ; and, in your 


turn, perhaps, become one yourſelf. 


Thirdly, What uneafineſs do numbers expreſs at 
the inconveniences of their particular ſtations and em- 
ployments! How hard is it, cries one, that J have 
no time to read; no opportunity to improve my mind! 
J cannot enjoy any of the pleaſures of life,. I am 
obliged to fit at the anvil conſidering the iron; and my 


fleſh the vapour of the fire conſumeth; and I fight 


with the heat of the furnace. In my ears is ever the 
noiſe of the hammer; and my eye looketh continually 
upon the pattern of the thing that I make,” 

But why is he ebliged to be all this? Becauſe his 
whole ſoul is ſet upon being rich. His uneaſineſs is 
the mere impoſition of his fancy; any pleaſure befides 


the pleaſure of gain, would be to him but as muſic 
to a deaf man; and any book but the book that teaches 


him how to perfect his work, and to ſecure its profits, 


would make no more impreition upon him, than his 
| beholding himſelf in the glaſs, He would ſtraightway 


. what manner of man he was. 


ut farther; numbers are not only thus inconſiſtent 
with reſpect to their goods, and their ſituations, but 
with reſpect alſo to their behaviour to their fellow men. 


Firſt, Every one will allow, that it is abſurd to 
expect, in any deſcription of beings, what cannot rea- 


ſonably be looked for from their abilities. 


That we cannot all do all things, is an axiom 
which has been aſſented to ever ſince the days that 
axioms were firſt formed. But, however, there are 


ſome men who actually appear not to give it credit. 
A child is guilty of a folly or an indiſcretion. And 
what more natural? His father is in a ſtorm of paſ- 
ſion ; he wonders at its conduct: nav, perhaps, uſes 


the rod. But to what can we reſemble ſuch a man, 


unleſs to that madman of a prince, who ſcourged the 


ſea, becauſe when agitated by winds, it had, of ne- 


ceſſity, deſtroyed his bridge of boats; or to the foot 


who expected to find in the blade, juſt ſpringing up 
from the ground, a full ripe ear. A ſervant is ſent 


upon a meſſage, *Tis at ſome diſtance : his return 
— therefore neceſſarily * Obſerve the conduct 
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and deportment of his maſter. He is frantic through 
impatience. You would think that with his meſſage he 
had given his ſervant the wings of the dove. Or, that 
like the poets, he actually had the power of annihi- 
lating both time and ſpace. A man of taſte and ſen- 
timent, well verſed in all the ſet phraſe of ſpeech, has 
occaſion to hold converſe with one of a different order. 
He is quite hurt by the brutality and ſluggiſhneſs of 


his conceptions and expreſſions. One would be apt to 
conclude from his conduct, that he really imagined 
men would be hewers of wood and drawers of water, 


with a cultivated genius, and a great refinement and 
delicacy in their moral feelings; and that this queſ- 
tion of the wiſe ſon of Syrach did not contain an ab- 
| ſolute impoſſibility ; How can he get wiſdom that 
haoldeth the plow ; that glorieth in the goad, and whoſe 
MaNN_MTTTCCHE Eo 
Secondly, Nothing is more unreaſonable than to 
expect every thing on the part of others, and nothing 
on our own. Yet nothing in life is more common. 
A man contracted and comfortleſs as the northern 
blaſt, expects the partner of his life to be all hap- 
pineſs and affection. But ſurely ſuch an one ſhould 
reflect, that the flowers never open but when the 
fun - indess, „„ . 
A croſs ill-tempered creature mixes with ſociety. 
Confuſion, rioting, and quarrelling, diſgrace the com- 
pay with whom he aſſociates. Hark! he is the 
oudeſt in his complaints on its account. Would that 
it could be inculcated upon him, that a little leaven, 
-leaveneth the whole lug.. -7 
A man who could not keep his own ſecret, but 
communicated it to another, 1s diſpleaſed, becauſe he 
finds that it is ſpread abroad in the world: when, 
alas! any man at all acquainted with human life well 
knows, that a thing of this nature is like Noah's raven, 
which when once let forth out of the window of the 
ark, kept continually flying from one place to another, 
without reſting any where. A . 


Thirdly, Every one knows that light and darkneſs 


cannot exiſt at one and the ſame time. The deſires 
and expeCtations, however, of numbers of men in the 
. . world, 


—2 PPP O OOTIIOTY 


. 
IJ 
£4 


* PPP ˙ OO OOTY 
4 > F <>” , 
22 - | Fo ; * 8 11 r 
JJ AT 2 LY ey Ex 


. 
—— — : Feine, ene. R 5 5 Me . 
7% IE, Wo, 5 + a 993 f 1 8 5 g I p 5 8 . 
n k aa ITO - Ie 1 . LETT? ” 9 1 4 * ** SLRS 3 1 < = p 
3 F 2 RIA N AI Se 8 4 c 7 S . 
F » 25 enn 3 Or F ni ID ae 7. Eb iS har = a, . 
— e r l e N TRAY 7 II 5 n SE — — CIS Ee xe” et 5 SL 2 1 r & . " "A 
4” SE ry OE INE e OE OED ONT oe I ORE. . r 328 3 „ 
7 F A * Es bn 0 Ne = 2 . >... IO Me r — * 7 
a Mt 2 2 o 5 ESL Pe To EY WEE ES 3 INE ——— 
r 2 < ö | « pe. STELLA: EA — F N 2 2 ; 


On the Inconſiſlency of Mens Experations. 43 


world, with reſpect to what they look to find in their 


fellow creatures, are as abſurd as the reverſe of this 
obvious fact. They feel, for inſtance, their affection 
drawn forth by ſome particular excellence in this or 
that character, and they inſtantly conclude him perfect 
in all points; they make him, as it were, the very 
god of their idolatry, and are not lefs ſhocked when 


they come to diſcover their deluſion, (which it is im- 


poſſible they ſhould not do ſoon) than the Philiſtines 
of old were when they found their dagon fallen down 


before the ark of the Lord; or than the prieſts of 


Baal were, when the prophet proved to them that their 


zod was a mere block, without either power to hear 
Vein petitions, or influence to accompliſh their wiſhes. 
It muſt be from pure want of reflection, that men 

fall into the abſurdity abovementioned. For nothing 
is more obviouſly true than what an amiable elegant 
female here has obſerved, that models of abſolute per- 


fection are only to be met with in romance; where 
exquiſite beauty, and brilliant wit, and profound judg- 


ment, and immaculate virtue are all blended together 
to adorn ſome favourite character. For, as the racer 
cannot have the ſtrength of the draught horſe; and as 


winged men, griffins, and mermaids, muſt be mere 


creatures of the imagination, ſo there are combinations 


of moral qualities, which never can take place but in 
idea, There is a different air and complexion in cha- 
racters, as well as in faces, though, perhaps, equally 


beautiful; and the excellencies of one cannot be tranſ- 


ferred to the other. Thus, if one man poſſeſſes a 


| ſtoical apathy of ſoul, acts independently of the opinion 
of the world, and fulfils every duty with mathemati- 
cal exactneſs, you muſt not expect that man to be 
greatly influenced by the weakneſs of pity, or the 
partialities of friendſhip; you muſt not be offended 
that he does not fly to meet you after a ſhort ab- 
ſence; or require from him the convivial ſpirit and 


honeſt effuſions of a warm, open, ſuſceptible heart. 


If another is remarkable for a lively active zeal, in- 


flexible integrity, a ſtrong indignation againſt vice, and 
freedom in reproving it, he will probably have ſome 


little bluntneſs in his addreſs, not altogether ſuitable 
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_ naturaliſts; to point out a real ſpecific characteriſtie of 
any particular animal, that is applicable to no other 
whatſoever of the fame genius. A certain ancient poet, 
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to poliſhed life; he will want the winning arts of 
converſation; he will diſguſt by a kind of haughtineſs 
and negligence in his manner, and often hurt the de- 
lcacy 70 his acquaintance with harſh and diſagreea- 
le truths, 


But further; the inconſiſtency of the conduct of ic. 


great part of the world is not confined even to their 
goods ; their ſituations 3 their behaviour to their fellow 
yen ; but is notoriouſly conſpicuous even with reſpect 


to the influence that their ſtate and condition ſhould 


have upon themſelves. 


Firſt, Providence has fixed the limits of human en- 
Joyments by immoveable boundaries; and has ſet dif- 


ferent gratifications at ſuch a diſtance from each other, 
that no art or power can bring them together. You 


are then a glutton? reſt contented with your brutal 
pleaſures. You ſhall never taſte the delights of fancy, 


or of a briſk flow of foul, You ſhall ever be a heavy 


ſtupid fellow. You are a, debauchee? When the ſow 
forgets to wallow in mire, you fhall then know the 
ſweets that-ariſe from an union of ſentiment and af- 
fection. You are a man devoted to riſing early and 
taking reſt late, and eating the bread of carefulneſs? 


When the ſun ſhall ſtand, ſtill again upon Gibeon, 


and the moon in the valley of Ajalon, then ſhall you 
reliſh that tranquility, which thou now vainly promiſeſt 


to. thyſelf, as the end of thy labours; and ſhalt not 


haſte to go down to them for a whole day. 
But, fellow chriſtians, ſeeing that none of thoſe things 


can come to pals, let it be our endeavour not to waſte 


life in attempting to make contradictions conſiſtent, 


to combine oppoſite qualities, and to unite things 
which the nature of their being muſt always keep 
aſunder. „ 55 


« 
7 


Secondly, It has always been a difficult thing with 


however, ſeems to have ſucceeded remarkably well in 
this matter, with reſpect to man, whom he has de- 
ſcribed as “ an animal of ſhort life and long hopes.” 
For, is there one amongſt us who does not himſelf 


feel 
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On the Inconſiſtency of Mens Expectations. 49 
feel the juſtneſs of this definition ? Or, at leaſt, is 


there one who is not fully convinced of its propriety, 


from the conduct of thouſands of their fellow crea- 


tures? Take notice of that deep calculator of events. 


See through what'a vaſt ſucceſſion of years he traces 
the effects of what he is to do to day. Sce how 


the probable conſequences of his preſent conduct, half 
a century to come, arreſt his attention, affect his hopes, 
or incite his alarms. Vain trifler! Had he lived be- 


fore the flood, he might have been conſidered as a 
man of ſome genius and diſcretion. View that eager 
animated ſpirit. See how he is fired with the proſ- 


pect before him. See him mounting, cagle-hke, di- 
rectly up towards the very ſun oi his hopes. But 
lo! the arrow of death pierces him in his flight. He 


falls in full wing. 


_ Behold that grand projector. What a ſtuperdous 


ſcheme has he not planned! Mark with what a pride 


he imagines he ſees it already in perfection. See how 
he fancies his name immortalized. Short-ſighted ſelf- 


flatterer! Thy life; the mighty Atlas, on which all 


thy fond expectations are built, is laid low in the 
| duſt, e're the firſt ſtory of thy airy caſtle is com- 


pleated. 


Thirdly, The idea of any thing like equivocal pro- 


duction is now univerſally fcouted by all philoſophers, 


No ſeed, no fruit, is now one of the firſt axioms 
of natural hiſtory. But it would ſeem that ſome men 


think it will, old good when andlogically applied to 


the moral world. At leaſt, their conduct is ſtrangely 


inconſiſtent with the ſuppoſition that it will. 
A man, for inſtance, is miſerably poor. He keeps 
up his ſpirits with the thought that « no one knows 


what there may be for him in the womb of futu- 
Tity.” True: if he uſes induſtry, ſkill, and diſcretion: 
but if he does not, the -ſelf-evident truth, that from 
nothing nothing can come, will certainly be apparent 


in his fate, | 
Another is overwhelmed with grief for ſome cauſe 
or other. He comforts himſelf, or he is comforted 


by his friends, with the obſervation, © that /ime will 
cure him.“ Very true: if he uſes reflection, or other 
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46 On the Inconſiſtency of Mens Expettations. 


proper inſtruments of conſolation, But as for talking 
of lime, purely of itſelf, doing any thing, you might 


as well talk of the air's breeding inſects, or of me 


wind's cauſing an animal to be heautzfick. fore: c 
But not to multiply inſtances : Solomon's obſervation, 
that he that ſoweth vanity, ſhall reap alſo vanity, will 


undoubtedly be found to hold good in all poſſible caſes. 


Laſtly, It may be obſerved in ra that the 
future is purchaſed by the preſent. It is not poſſible 
to ſecure diſtant and permanent happineſs, but by the 


forbearance of ſome immediate gratification. This is 


a truth, however, by which it is a very difficult matter 


to get a great many men to att. Tis next to an 
impoſſibility to perſuade them, that there is any thing 
incongruous in a man cloathed in purple and fine linen, 
and faring ſumptuouſly every day, being carried up, in 
due time, by the angels, into Abraham's boſom. Their 
language therefore to one another, always is, with the 
worldly minded in the book of wiſdom, “Come, let 


us enjoy the good things that are preſent. Let us 


fill ourſelves with coſtly wines and ointments ; and let 
no flower of the ſpring paſs by us. Let us leave tokens 


of our joyfulneſs in every place, for this is our portion 
and our lot.” But, fellow Chriſtians, do you not tremble 
for the awful manner in which theſe perſons will be 


made ſenſible of the inconſiſtency and abſurdity of their 
behaviour? When in hell, being in torments, and crying 


for mercy, it ſhall be replied to them, ** Remember, 
that ye, in your life time, have had your good things, 


and therefore ———.” But the inference is too obvious 
to need pointing out. „ 7 
To conclude. There are goods in life which any 


man may have, if he will pay the purchaſe. There 
are ſituations, to enjoy the advantage of which, you 
muſt ſubmit to certain inconveniencies. There is a 


treatment and a caſt of manners, which, if we will 


_ converſe with the world, we cannot but now and then 
meet with. There is a conduct rationally dictated by 
our ſtate and condition, to which our wiſdom and our 


intereſt ought to lead us to attend. Study well, then, 
yourſelves, and your abilities, and you will ſcarcely 


ever have to complain of diſappointment, and want of 


ſuccels. 
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On the Inconſiftency of Mens ExpeFations. 47 
ſucceſs. Reflect with an enlarged and candid mind 


upon the ſituations in which you are placed, and you 


will generally find you are uneaſy at impoſlibilities. 


Gain a knowledge of the world, and you will conſider 
what provoked and diſguſted you, as only fit ſubjects 


for your meditation, ox fit objects for your ridicule, 
Accurately ſurvey your ſtate and condition, and you 


will be quite different creatures from what, for want 
of this, too great a part of your ſpecies are. Your 


life will appear to you but a hand-breadth: it will be 
regulated, not by your ſenſes, but by your belief, You 
will refuſe pleaſures, for fear of inviſible puniſhment ; 


and ſeek, or, at leaſt, endure calamity, in hopes of 
rewards that ſhall be obtained in another ſtate. 
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Te Hiſtory of Eli. 


I will judge his houſe for ever, for the iniquity which 


he knoweth ; becauſe his ſons made themſelves vile, and 
he reſtrained them nat, | 


I VERY much approve, fays an ancient writer, of 


holding up to view infamous or honourable cha- 
racters. This was a method, he informs us, his father 
made uſe of, to incline him to any particular virtue, 
or to give him an averſion to any particular vice. If, 


ſays he, my father adviſed me to live within bounds, 
and to be contented with the fortune he ſhould leave 
me, do you not, faith he, ſee the miſerable condition 
of Burrus and the. fon Albus? Let the misfortune of 


theſe two wretches teach you to avoid luxury and ex- 
travagance. If he would inſpire me with an abhor- 


rence to debauchery, do not, faith he, make yourſelf 
like Sectanus, when you may be happy in the enjoy- 
ment of lawful] pleaſure. To illuſtrate the force of 
this method, our author adds, that as a headſtrong 


patient, who will not at firſt follow his phyſician's 
preſcription, grows orderly when he hears that his neigh- 


bours die all around him, fo youth 1s often frightened 
from vice, by hearing the ill report it brings upon others. 


Under 
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Under the impreſſion of the propriety of this writer's 


opinion, I have choſen the hiſtory of Eli and his wy 


ſons for our preſent meditation: which, if you W 


lend me your attention, I truſt I ſhall be able to make 


ſomewhat edifying to ſuch as claſs either with the 
one or the other. That a good tree bringeth forth 


good fruit, may be literally true; bit it will not hold 


good when analogically applied to a man and his chil- 
dren. For it is too common a thing to fee the beſt 


parents curſed with a moſt wretched offspring. Perhaps, 


we cannot conceive of a better man, in molt reſpects, 
than the one mentioned in our text; but, as to his 
ſons, a couple of worſe reprobates, never brought grey 


hairs with ſorrow to the grave. But where lies the 
fault? Sorry am I to remark, that from the hiſtory 
before us, and from the obſervations that I have had 
the opportunities of making in life, too often in the 
parents; * their ſons make themſelves vile, becauſe they 
reſtrained them not.” Is it not a ſhocking reflection? 
Theſe two ſons of Eli, who are called by the ſacred 
Hiſtorian, the ſons of Belial, were actually prieſts, mi- 


niſters in holy things, to the people of Iſrael. And 


what is ſomewhat ſingular, their evil conduct diſco- 


yered itſelf, even in the line of their own profeſſion, 
They had not a reſpect even to the outward and viſi- 


ble ſigns. For though it was a cuſtom for the prieſt's 


ſervant to wait *ti}l the fat was burnt, before he took 


the part that was dedicated to the prieſt, theſe men 


diſdained to ſtand at ſuch a trifle; they ordered their 


man to take their ſhare without ſtopping for any ſuch 


form, and if it was refuſed, to bring it away by force, 


The confequence of which was, * the people abhor- 
red the offering of the Lord.” And, indeed, great 
would have been the wonder if they had not. It would 
be invidious, perhaps, to hint at any thing like a paral- 
lel in the preſent day, to what is here recorded. But 


I cannot however, help remarking, that a man given 
to 'fatire would, I am afraid, find it no difficult mat- 


ter to point out in the hiſtory of enforcing and de- 
manding certain clerical rights, many inſtances bearing 
à ſtriking reſemblance to the caſe in queſtion, both 
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But to proceed, when men are gotten to ſuch a pafs 
as to deſpiſe religion, and all its modes and obſer- 
vances; in ſhort, to conſider it as a mere farce, or a 
craft by which they are to get their living, morality 
can never expect to meet with much quarter from 
them. We ſee this, at leaſt, was plainly the caſe 
with theſe two ſons of Eli. Their conduct was all 
of a piece: they are recorded to have been guilty of 
ſuch acts of abandoned profligacy, as decency will not 
permit me to relate. Vice is deteſtable in all charac- 
ters, but it is certainly doubly deteſtable in men wearing 
the habit of a religious order. If a ſaint in crape, 
be twice a faint in lawn, a ſinner in the ſame pre- 
dicament, will, I am ſure, deſerve to have the ſame 
concluſion formed reſpecting him. 


Farther, if hypocriſy be ever allowable, 'tis when 
it pays a nibute to decency, and the opinion of our 
fellow. creatures. The laſt barrier that virtue maintains 
againſt the encroachments of vice is, I believe, ſhame. 
Our firit parents, you may remember, ſcrupled not to 
diſobey the command of God; but when they had 
done it, they hid themſelves, becauſe they were aſhamed. 
With theſe ſons of Illi, however, even this was broken 
down. | hey did not, as many of their profeſſion do, 
| fin under cover, but they did it openly; their wick- 
edneſs was the ſubject of all men's converſation. In 
ſhort, they were a pair of finiſhed clerical debauchees, 
It is an obſervation, true to a conſiderable extent, that 
parents are the laſt who know the vices of their chil- 
dren, Enormities, however, of the flagrant nature of 
thoſe which we have been mentioning, could not. well 
be undiſcerned even by the moſt unſuſpecting father. 
Indeed, there ſeems to have been but little danger that 
Eli ſhou'd remain ignorant in this reſpect, ſince, as he 
himſelf told his ſons, he heard of their evil doings 
by all the people.” 5 l 
Hut of what ſignification was it, that he was made 
thus acquainted with the vicious behaviour of his chil- 
dren? What part did he act, upon his being informed 
of the whole? He did not, indeed, as ſome parents 
in the world are known to do, when they hear of, 
or ſee their ſon's vices, addreſs them by ſome ludi- 
1 | | CIOUS 
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erous appellation, admiring their ſpirit, and making a 
jeſt of their debaucheries. Nor, was his conduct like 
2 that of ſome others, who look upon it as a kind of 
Be. neceſſity, or a thing of courſe, that youthful paſſions 
| ſhould be a little indulged, and that their ſons ſhould 
ſow, what they conſider as their oats. Nor farther, 
though he was judge of Iſrael, the very firſt man of 
the nation, did he ſeem to think, with many of the 
preſent day, that the ſons of gentlemen, and men of 
rank, have a kind of right to be vicious, more eſpe- 
cially in one of the articles in which Hophni and 
Phinchas were particularly notorious. Nothing of this 
abſurd, indecent, and unjuſtifiable nature appeared in 
his conduc, Thoroughly virtuous and religious him 
ſelf, he thus gravely r&bukes them, and piouſly argues 
with them. Why do ye ſuch things? for I hear 
„of your doings by all this people. Nay, my ſons, 
* for it is no good report that I hear; ye make the 
Lord's people to tranſgreſs. If any man fin againſt 
* another, the judge ſhall judge him; but if any man 
*© {in againſt the Lord, who {hall entreat for him?“ 
_ « Notwithſtanding this,” ſays the ſacred hiſtorian, “they 
*« hearkened not unto the voice of their father, be- 
( cauſe the Lord would ſlay them.” A much better 
Þ reaſon than this, cries the ſcioliſt in Scripture phraſes, 
4 might ſurely have been aſſigned. They hearkened 
not unto the voice of their father, becauſe the Lord 
*« would {lay them?” Where then was their fault? The 
unhappy young men could not help perſevering in wick- 
edneſs, the Lord willed them to do fo, and who can 
reſiſt the Almighty? When a man makes ſuch ob- 
ſervations as theſe, (and there is many a man who 
does) upon what he finds in the Bible, at the inſtant 
that he is flattering himſelf, that he is ſhewing his 
vaſt ſhrewdneſs and acuteneſs, he is giving the moſt 
flagrant proof of his ignorance, and want of critical 
{kill. Every one, at all converſant with the language 
of holy writ, knows very well, that this phraſe, © be- 
cauſe the Lord would ſlay them,” is of the ſame im- 
port with a thouſand others hit are to be met wih 
In both the old and new Teſtament, none of which 
are ever allowed to imply any thing inconcruous with 
_ G3 maty's 
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man's free agency. Thus, in the prophecy of Eſaia? 
it is faid, „Go unto this people and ſay, hearing ye 


« ſhall hear, and fhall not underſtand, and ſeeing ye 
„ ſhall ſee, and not perceive. For the heart of this 
" 2 0 is waxed groſs, and their ears are dull of 
„hearing, and their eyes have they cloſed; leſt they 


* ſhould ſee with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 


« and underſtand with their hearts, and be converted, 
*« and I ſhould heal them.” And in St. Mark, our 
Saviour ſays to his diſciples, “ Unto you it is given 
to know the myſteries of the kingdom of God, but 
„to them that are without, all theſe things are done 
in parables, that ſeeing they might ſee, and not per- 
* ceive, and hearing they might hear, and not un- 
» derſtand, leſt at any time they ſhould be converted, 


** and their fins ſhould be forgiven them.” That is, 


unto you who have not yet ſhewn yourſelves utterly 
tncapable of being wrought upon by any motive what- 
ever, God is graciouſly pleaſed to give full farther proofs 
of his Joving kindneſs; but from thoſe who have ar- 
_ rived to ſuch a degree of depravity, that it is plain 

nothing can ever have an effect upon them, God is 
faid, as it were, to withdraw himfelf, to give them 
up to a reprobate mind, and to harden their hearts. 
This was exactly the caſe with the fons of Eli; their 


Habits of vice were become fo rooted and fixed in 
them, that nothing could ever have brought them to 


_ reformation. They hearkened not unto the voice of 


their father, becauſe the Lord would flay them; not 


becauſe the Lord wiſhed or defired to flay them, for 
he never deſireth the death of a finner; but becauſe 
he ſaw their caſe was become defperate : it was ab- 
folutely impoſlible to renew them again to repentance ; 
they had made themſelves “ veſſels of wrath, fitted for 
deſtruction.” But how came thefe unhappy young men 
into this deplorable ſtate? The reaſon is upon record: 
they made themſelves vile, © becauſe their father re- 


ſtrained them not.” Here is a caufe fully adequate 


to the effect. Look into the world and you will find 


it operating, in exactly the ſame manner, in the pre- 
ſent day. Take notice of the herd of ſimple ones, the 


counterparts of Eli's ſons, that abound ſo much amongſt 
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us. What makes one the vicious fool he is? What? 


His father was one of thoſe whom the fatyriſt calls a 


fooliſh fond old man, who could not bear to have 
his child contradicted, and ſo became the actual foſ- 


terer of all his ſons bad paſſions and inclinations, by 


his weak indulgencies. _ | ” 
Take another promiſcuouſly from the ſame group, 


who goes the way to the houſe of the harlot, and 


tarries long at the wine. His conduct is perfectly 


natural. What parent could hope to ſee his fon vir- 


tuous, who, in the very age of boyiſh pleaſures, ſup- 
plied him with money to excels, and foſtered him in 


the gratification of every corrupt wiſh as it aroſe. 


Scrutinize the hiſtory of a third, who is by no means 


in one of the loweſt forms in vice. How came he 


to ſuch a paſs? He was ſent by his father to a ſe- 


minary, where, as Mr. Locke ſays, it was impoſſible 
for him to learn, only a little Latin and Greek, at the 


immenſe hazard of his innocence and virtue; and, un- 
fortunately, the caſt, as it might be expected, turned 
op apainit bim. 50 55 
Attend to a fourth. What a coxcomb in manners; 
and what a libertine in morals? But who wonders? 
Before the age of puberty, in the very critical hour 
of danger, raw, undiſciplined, unuſed to temptation, he 


was entered into a profeſſion, the greater number of 


the members of which, even Charity itſelf, will not 
allow one to ſay, are very fit companions for youth. 


Indeed, nothing leſs than the miracle which ſaved Daniel 


from being devoured by lions, can poſſibly ſave a young 


man froin being ruined, who pitches his tent within 


the lines of a camp. We might thus deſcant upon 
the vaſt crowd of young debauchees that infeſt, at the 


preſent time, both town and country, and ſcarcely one 
| ſhould we find, whoſe miſconduct might not thus juſtly 


be traced up to the ſame origin. 


I am well aware, that a ſyſtem of parental reſtraint, 
would come in extremely well, juſt at this part of my 
hiſtory. But granting that there would be no preſump- 
tion, in one who has had an opportunity of practiſing 


in his own perſon only the duties of a ſon, in giving 


Ipecitic rules for the regulation of the conduct of a 


parent; 
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parent; granting I ſay, this, I freely confeſs, that 1 
feel myſelf unequal to the taſk. I muſt content my- 


ſelf, therefore, with making ſuch obſervations as ſhall 
| ferve to inforce the neceſſity of the meaſure in general, 


leaving the particular mode to the good ſenſe and af- 
tection of ſuch as feel themſelves intereſted in the 
matter. | : . 

It is plain from the hiſtory before us, that no man 
can have his ſons virtuous, who acts towards them after 
the manner of Eli: but it may be, that the parents 
who thus ſhew themſelves fo flagrantly negligent of 
their children's morals, are not very much hurt at their 


_ deficiency in this reſpect, while no temporal inconve- 


nience enſues. But there is ſcarcely an inſtance, in a 
thouſand, in which this is not the caſe. Can ought, 


} would atk, be more common, than to ſee a young 
man from being the picture of health and beauty, re- 
duced by his debaucheries to a loathſome, emaciated 


hgure; a miſery to himſelf, and a diſguſt to others? 
Is the hiſtory, I would aſk, of the Prodigal, to whom 
his father divided his living, and who, having waſted 
his ſubſtance by riot and extravagance, was ſent into 
the field to feed ſwine, a hiſtory at all exaggerated, 


or beyond what frequently happens? Who hath woe, 
1 would aſk ; who hath forrow ; who hath contentions ; 
who hath wounds without a cauſe? Who, but thoſe 


that tarry long at the wine, thoſe that are given to 


ſtrong drink? In ſhort, are not theſe, or ſimilar con- 
ſequences, the conſtant and almoſt unavoidable effects 
of indulged and unreſtrained vice? „ 

Hence then we ſee, that an attention to the morals of 


children, is enforced upon parents, not merely on ac- 


count of the intrinſic excellence of virtue, but like- 
wiſe, by its abſolute neceſſity to their actual well- 


being in life. Every father, who really poſſeſſes a com- 


mon affection for his ſons, be he ever ſo lax with regard 


to his ideas of maintaining a virtuous conduct for its 
own ſake, muſt, nay cannot but wiſh to inſtill it into 
his children, in order to prevent the direful effects 
ariſing from the neglect of it. Indeed, bitter is the 


portion that parent provides himſelf, who does not do 


33, 
. 


| 


But, 


this; his “ children will certainly become his curſe 
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But, if ſuch be the unavoidable miſery, to which 
even parents who have but little love of virtue on its 
own account are ſubjected, by the vices and impru- 
dencics of their children, how much greater mult that 
of thoſe be, who, at the ſame time that they lament 
the bad effects of licentiouſneſs in their ſons, are tor- 
mented likewiſe with the thought, that they are diſ- 
gracing their nature, becoming enemies to God and to 
goodneſs, and rendering themſelves hopeleſs with re- 
ſpect to futurity? If, fellow Chriſtians, we can form 


a juſt conception of this, we may have fome idea of 


old Eli's ſtate of mind. One of the firſt characteriſ- 
tic's of this unhappy good man, ſeems to have been 


a reſignation and complacency of temper ; otherwiſe, 
no doubt, we ſhould have had ſome paſſionate ex- 


preſſions of his recorded, on the fad ſubject of his 
children's miſconduct. - The ſacred hiſtorian is, in- 
deed, perfectly ſilent reſpecting any particular perſonal 


injuries that Eli had to mourn, which his ſons had 


ſuſtained by their vicious deportment, excepting “ that 
they were deſpiſed and harſhly ſpoken of by all who 


knew them.” For, accident, or to ſpeak more piouſly 


and philoſophically, Providence, by one of thoſe events 
which might have put an end to the moſt virtuous, 
as well as the moſt vicious, prevented theſe two wicked 
characters from giving to the world a ſpecimen of the 
deſtructive nature of debauchery, in bringing on a rapid 
diſſolution of the human frame. For, it came to pals, 
that in a baitle with the Philiſtines, in which they 

were engaged in attending upon the ark of God, they 
were both of them flain. There is ſomething dread- 
ful in a perſon's going out of the world, lite theſe 
young men, with all their vices bloſſoming around 
them. If there be any difference between virtue and 


vice; if there be a moral governor hereafter; if the 


whole ſtory of a heaven and a hell be not a mere 
romance; my ſoul, I am ſure, would die within me, 
at the thought of a vicious child's -being thus taken 
off, This was actually the caſe with poor old Eli, 
whoſe ** flawed heart” could not ſuſtain the ſhock : 
for, as ſoon as the meſſenger arrived from the field of 
2925 8 | battle, 


battle, and told him that the ark of God was taken, 
[ and that his two ſons, Hophni and Phineas, were dead, 
| he fell from off his chair backward, and his neck 


=_ brake, and he died.” 

Ws. If, my young friends, the picture which your ima- 
gination cannot but now preſent to your view, does 
not move you, vain will be the power of words, If 
the breathleſs corpſe of a father, murdered by the vi- 
cious and untimely end of his children, as much as 
if a dagger had been thruſt by them to his heart, can 
be contemplated by you without emotion; oh, how 
U harſh would be the term that ought to be applied to 
fl you! If that venerable head laid low, low in the duſt ; 
| that aged face, which, even in death wears its ſorrow- 
48 ſtruck aſpect, does not touch your filial piety, may my 
W heart never take any of you to its confidence! But I 
195 will not pay your feelings ſo ill a compliment as to 
5 itpnole, any one of you capable of being unaffected 
by bis fad cataſtrophe. I will not, to work upon 
ll your ſenſibility, aſk of you the loan of your imagina- 
is tion, in order to make you fancy the ſad picture be- 
0 fore you to be that of your own indulgent father. 
WH Heaven forbid ! that my own feelings of filial affec- 
0 tion, ſhould ever permit me even to attempt thus the 
1 affecting of others by an enlargement on the heart- 
5 rending idea. Nor, indeed, is it neceſſary. For there 
1 are none of you, I would hope, who will ever give 
cauſe for the queſtion to be aſked concerning any one 
of your parents, * what ! have his children brought him 
to this paſs?” There are none of you, I would hope, 
Witt but who will endeavour, ſo to conduct yourſelves, that 
4 if it ſhould pleaſe the Deity to tear any one of you 
IF from your parent's boſom, they will, at leaſt, have the 
| l conſolation that the old Roman had, on a ſimilar oc- 
1 caſion, when he © thanked the gods that his boy had 

| 
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done his duty.” There are none of you, I would 
hope, who will not ſtrive by the moſt early acquire- 
1 ments of every thing amiable and virtuous, to enable 
10 your parents, if Providence thinks fit to make them 
1 mourn your loſs, to comfort themſelves with the heart 
7 chearing proſpect that animated that great orator af 
14 | — — an | — | | —— anti- 
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antiquity when he exclaimed, oh, glorious day ! when 
L ſhall be tranſported from this habitation of Juſt and 
clay, to the manſion of the ſpirits of juit men made 


erfect; when I ſhall fee again not only thoſe whom 


I eltectacd and reſpected for their wiſdom, but my 


ſon, than whom a better man, or a more affectionate 


child, never exiſted; whole corpſe I attended to the 


grave, an oflice he ſhould rather have done for me: 


but heaven's will be done; this is my confolation, 


there is but a ſtep between me and happineis With 
him again. 
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On the Duly of Children to their Parents, 


Exopus ch. xx. v. 12. 


Flondur thy father and thy mother; that thy days may bs 
long upon the land, which the Lord thy God giveth thee 


—— 


 QOME of the moſt ingenious, and moſt liberal 


commentators upon the old Teſtament, who have 


been the fartheſt poſſible from ſhewing any the leaſt 
degree of ſuperſtitious veneration for this part of the 
Bible; who have not ſcrupled to regard Mofes as writing 


and, acting from himſelf in many caſes, where num- 
berleſs other perſons have conſidered him as under the 
immediate influence of God, have yet been ready, at 
all times, to acknowledge the decalogue, or ten com- 
mandments, as the production of divinity. Indeed, it 


would be a very high degree of hardineſs for any man, 


not an abſolute infidel, not to allow this honourable 
deſcent to, at leaſt, this portion of the?Jewiſh Scrip- 


tures, as our bleſſed Lord himſelf has dignified them, 


more than once, with the title of the commandments 


of God. 5 


But let the origin of them be what it may, the 
reaſonableneſs, equity; in ſhort, the general excellency, 


of every one of them, has for ages been the object of 
univerſal admiration. Fhe one J have choſen for our 
preſent meditation, is not the leaſt admirable amongſt 


them; I hope to render the conſideration of it uſeful ; 


Fiſt, 
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Firſt, By making ſome remarks upon the command- 
ment itſelf. 8 5 „* 

Secondly, By explaining its extent. 

Thirdly, By illuſtrating the promiſe annexed to it. 

Firſt, then, I ſhall make ſome remarks upon the 
commandment itſelf. „„ 5 

And firſt of all, There is a ſingularity in the mode 
in which this commandment is ſaid to have been firſt 
handed down, not unworthy of notice. On the firſt 
publiſhing of the decalogue to the Jewiſh people, Moſes 
is ſaid to have taken two ſtones, on which he en- 


graved it. One of which, he made to contain ſuch 


commandments as referred principally to the duty due 
to God, and the other ſuch as had reſpect to what is 


due to man. - 


In regard to the one which we are now conſidering, 
it is obſervable, that it was engraved partly upon the 


one, and partly upon the other. Hence then, with no 
ſmall degree of propriety, it has been inferred, that 


Moſes meant to conſider the duty owing to parents, 
as ſomething of a mixt nature; as partaking, in ſome 
meaſure, of that venerableneſs with which the Deity 


himſelf ought to be regarded, as well as of that juſtice, 


equity, and humanity, with which every fellow crea- 
ture ought to be treated. Nor is this idea of Moſes 


at all romantic, or even ſingular; for it is very well 


known, that the Romans entertained theſe very fenti- 


ments upon the ſubject. Nay, they have even made 
ule of the very ſame term, viz, piety, to expreſs an 
_ obedient regard to parents as well as to the gods. But 


what ſay our own feelings and ſuggeſtions upon this 
occaſion? What is the kind and degree of reverence 
which every ingenuous heart 1s confcious of experiencing 
towards the foſterers of its exiſtence? Is there a fon 


amongſt us who is not ready to acknowledge, that he 


looks not upon his parents as upon common perſons ? 
Is there a ſon amongſt us, who does not, to uſe the 


language of Dr, Jortin, conſider them as a kind of 
terreſtrial gods, appointed by Proyidence to bring us into 


the world, and to preſide oyer us for our good ? 
Secondly, Another thing worthy of notice in the 

commandment we are conlidering is, that it enjoins 

» & Ws the 
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the off fering of equal honour to the mother as to the 
father. This is a matter in which the laws and inſti- 
tutions of many other People have been ſadly deficicnt. 
Amongſt the Greeks aud Romans, with whom parental 
authority was carried to a very exceptionabic height, 


the mother was generally entirely out of the queſtion, 


It was the father only, who had the power of life 
and death over his ſon, and io whom the honour and 
reſpect ot his children were chiefly addreſſed. 

Nay, in countries where the ten commandments of 
Moſes are adopted, and made the general ground-work of 
their civil laws, the mother has had much too little of 


filial. honour allowed her. But, in the name of equity, 


what reaſon can be aſſigned for this partiality ? If ten- 
derneſs, and the expreſſions of kindneſs and attention 
be any foundation for the reverence due from a child 


to his parent; who can read over the catalogue of 
his mother's 3 to him, and withold from her, 


her ſhare of honour. If ſuperior ſenſe and underſtand- 
ing be the ground-work of filial veneration, take a 


view of the world at large, and no one that thoroughly 
knows mankind will be at a loſs, on which ſide the 
ale, on this account, ought to preponderate. 


_ #thudly, It is Worthy of notice reſpeCting this com- 
mandment, that it is not accompanied with a counter 


gong, refpetting the behaviour of parents to their children. 


It 18 well known that affection deſcends in a much 


ſtronger degree than it aſcends: that is, that parents 
in general, love their offspring much more powerfully 


than their off pring love them. Hence, there can be 


bat little danger that a father or mother ſhould be de- 


licient in the duties they owe to their children. It 
would, therefore, have bcen unneceſſary and ſuperfluous 


in any law-giver, to have endeavoured to have ſecured 


theſe duties by any poſitive injunction. But, as the 


reverſe, namely, a deficiency in the duties due from 


children. to parents may, and often does ha appen, it 


Vas wiſe in, Moſes not to leave them to an aſcend- 
ing affection, but to enjoin them by a ſtrong and ex- 


pieſs command. 
What has been ſaid leads me to the ſecond thing 


| propyled, VIZ, to conſider the extent of this command- 


ment; J 


* 
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ment; or what the conduct of children ſhould be, in 
order to comply with its nature, ſpirit, and end. | 

Now in the firſt place, this commandment certainly 
requires that we ſhould not only feel, but on all oc- 


caſions, expreſs in our deportment, a reverence for 


our parents. There are few, very few young perſons 
indeed, really deficient -in filial regard, compared with 
the too great number of thoſe who are dreadfully is 


ligent in the manner of their teitifying it. If we do 


not allow this, what an opinion muſt we form of the 
ſtate of this duty, from .what we cannot but perceive 
almoit daily taking place. Who does not mark a 
thouſand harſhneſſes, and obſerve a thouſand inatten- 


tions in the conduct of numberleſs young perſons to- 
wards their parents? But God forbid, that in all, or 
any of theſe caſes, all true filial piety ſhould be wanting. 


God forbid, that there ſhould be one amongſt the num- 
ber whom I am now addrefling, who, if he were in 
the leaſt degree ſuſpected of ſuch deficiency, would 


not indignantly aſk with Hazael, what, is thy ſervant 


a dog? Need I fear then, the giving of offence by 
exclaiming, what a pity is it, that any one who has 


the true yearnings of affection, thould ever with his 


parents * bandy haſty words; ſhould ever look blank 


upon a father, or with his tongue, molt ſerpent-like, 


* ſtrike upon his mother's heart.“ Surely, ſurely, where 


the inward and amiable ſpirit of filial piety is really 
exiſting, it is a fad ſubject of regret, that there the 


outward ſigns of it thould be wanting. 


Secondly, The complying with the commandment in 


queſtion, certainly requires iu children implicit obedience. 


There have been ſome perſons, who have choſen to found 


: the right of parents to the obedience of a child, wholly, 


or chiefly, on their having been the initruments of bring- 
ing them into exiſtence ; and who have inferred, from 
hence, a ſovereign right in the parents to diſpoſe of the 
life, liberty, and fortune of their child. Hence, one of 
our firſt writers makes one of his characters thus addreſs 
a young perſon, who ſhewed ſome reluctance in obeying 
A parent's command. * Be adviſed: to you, your father 


** ſhould be as a God, One that compoſed your beau- 


ties; yea, and one to whom you are but as a form in 


wax 


, „„ EG” — —„— 
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« wax, by him 1mprinted, and within his power to leave 


e the figure, or disfigure it.“ But this is undoubtedly 
an abſurd foundation, and an extravagant ſtretch of the 


duty in queſtion. And it is extremely eaſy to fix parental 


authority within due and moderate bounds, on a baſis 
much leſs liable to objection. For, as young people need 
ſome guidance and government in their minority, and as 


there 15 ſome peculiar reaſon to truſt the prudence, care 
and affection of a parent, preferably to that of any other 


perſon, it is reaſonable that children, eſpecially while in 
their minority, ſhould yield obedience to their parents; 
without which, neither the order of families, nor the 


happineſs of the riſing generation could be ſecured. But 
to what extent ought we to yield obedience? This, no 


doubt, muſt be limited by circumſtances. Much muſt 
depend upon the age and ability of the child, compared 
with the capacity and character of the parent. There 
may be caſes, where, on account of theſe, all duty from 


the former to the latter, as far as reſpects obedience, is 
entirely cancelled. But ſuppoſing nothing exceptionable 
or extraordinary in either party, but that the relationſhip 
ſubſiſting is upon the general terms, which we ſee com- 


monly prevailing in the world. How ſtands the matter 
in inltances of this nature? By ſome very eminent mo- 


raliſts it has been aſſerted, that parents have a right to 
expect obedience in every thing, however rigorous or 


hard, that is not abſolutely contrary to the dictates of 


conſcience, or the laws of civil ſociety. But granting 


that this idea of the caſe is a little too extravagant, cer- 
tain it is, that it ought not to be conſidered as very much 


beyond what is right and fitting. For, if once children 


are allowed to combat with parental authority ; if once 
they are permitted to judge for, and act for themſelves, 
the whole ceconomy of parental juriſdiction is ſhaken to 
the foundation; at leaſt, all its beneficial effects are ex- 
oſed to the utmoſt degree of danger. = 
Thirdly, This commandment of honouring our parents, 
certainly requires of us, the aſking of their advice, and 
conlulting their wiſhes in whatever we undertake of con- 


| ſequence. It is aſtoniſhing what an intereſt parents, 
through the whole of life, continue to have in the welfare 


and happineſs of their offspring. Nothing that happen 


to 


LD 
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to a child is unimportant to a father, or a mother. A 


parent, therefore, never has more pain than when by a 
child he is confidered and treated as an alien or a ſtranger; 
when he ſees his fon or his daughter taking the moſt im- 
mo ſteps in life without ever once deigning to alk 


is advice, or to ſolicit the aſſiſtance of his years and ex- 


perience. The command then of the text, in the view 
of it, in which we are now conſidering it, calls for atten- 
tion from us, from the moſt affecting of motives. None, 

J am ſure, but ſuch as are totally devoid of every inge- 


nuous principle, can fail of teeling its force, or being 


actuated by its influence. 


Fourthly, The command of honouring our father and 


our mother, moſt undoubtedly requires, that we ſhould 
aid and aſſiſt them, and contribute every thing in our 
power to render them happy. CE : 

There is not a character more deſpicable in ſociety, 
than the man who is inattentive to the happineſs of his 
parents. Can any thing be conceived more ſhocking, 
more abhorrent to every ingenuous and good feeling, than 
for a {on to be enjoying all the luxuries of life, while his 


father, or his mother, is a dependent upon charity, or 


earning a ſcanty ſubſiſtence by the hardeſt and moit labo- 
rious of employments? _ . 5 
Oh! What owe we not to the dear authors and 
foſterers of our being! Have not they oftentimes for us 
riſen early, and taken * reſt, and eaten the bread of 
cCarefulneſs? And what 
derneſs and care? Oh ſurely, ſurely there are none of us, 
but “who better know the offices of nature, the bond of 


childhood, the effects of courteſy, and the dues of gra- 


» titude.” Indeed, if this were not the caſe, the very 
brutes beneath us would be ſhame and confuſion to our 
ſpecies. In proof of this, I appeal to the Hiſtory of the 


Stork, whoſe young nouriſh and feed their aged parents, 
covering them with feathers, when the ſhedding of their 
own expoles them to the injury of the weather; and fiy- 


ing in couples, by joining their wings, bear them on their 


backs when fatigued by the length of flight. This ex- 


ample is ſo lively and ſo affecting, that the duty of children 


to their parents has been expreſſed by ſome Greek writers, 
by 


ſhall we not return 4 their ten- 
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the moſt difficult to put in practice, is attended with the 
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by a compound word, ſignifying, “ acting the part of a 


Stork.” 


Laſtly, This commandment of honouring our father 


and our mother, certainly requires our ſubmitting to their 


humours and their paſſions, their ſeverity and hard uſage; 
and bearing all their moſt unteaſonable peeviſhneſs and 
angry rebukes, with patience and temper: 

This is a mode of honouring parents, which, as it is 


greateſt degree of merit. You, who have the misfortune 


to have hard and rigorous parents, who treat you more like 
ſlaves, than the objects of their affection, have, indeed, a 
hard and delicate part to act. Nothing, however, can 


become you ſo well, as patience and ſilent compliance. 
Whoever ſees you thus acting. will regard you with affec- 


tionate ſympathy. Like Shem and Japhet, who covered 


the nakedneſs of their father, which Ham had diſcloſed, 

and for which he was curled, you will become the objects 
of praiſe and admiration. There is a noble example in the 
Roman hiſtory, of a young man, named Manlius Pom- 


ponius, which, for it's ſpirit, at leaſt, is worthy of being 
recorded, as not undeſerving of your imitation. © A 


« certain tribune accuſed the father of this Manlius to 
the people, of ſeveral grievous crimes ; among the reſt 


*© of cruel uſage and barbarity to his ſon. The young 


man, upon hearing what was going forwards, went 
« one morning to the tribune's houſe, whom he found 
in bed, and inſtantly putting a knife to his throat, made 


„ him want that he would withdraw the indictment, and 
* proſecute his father no farther, declaring that he 
would rather ſubmit to the moſt flaviſh drudgery his 

father could impoſe upon him, and toil at it all the days 
of his life, than ſee him proſecuted and 1 8 for any 


* rigorous carriage to him.” 
Thus, I have endeavoured to illuſtrate the nature, 


ſpirit, and end of the commandment | in the text. Perhaps 
I may appear, at firſt ſight, to ſome, to have been rather 


too rigid in my interpretation. Let ſuch, however, who 
may have adopted this idea, ſeriouſly conſider for a mo- 


ment, how much they aQually owe their parents; what 
pain and anxiety, what tender- care: and concern, what 
trouble 
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On the Duty of Children to their Parents. 65 


trouble and expence, and what a world of affection weat 
to the bringing of them up. But this, in truth, is a 
computation which no man is capable of making, jultly, 


till he ſhall come to have children of his own; then 


matters will appear to him quite otherwiſe than they did 


before. And, therefore, as the philoſopher, who was 


found riding on a hobby horſe with his little boy, de- 
fired that his friend would forbear to expoſe that levity 


of his till he was a father himſelf; ſo in the caſe before 


us, whoever ſhall imagine, that the duty to parents has 
been carried beyond equity and reaſon, or their merits to 
their children over-rated ; we muſt beg that he will be 
content to ſuſpend his final determination on this mat- 
ter, till that time come, which alone can make him a 
competent-Judge in the bulinels.” eee tt 
But I haſten to the laſt thing propoſed, namely, to il- 
luſtrate the promiſe annexed to the obſervance of this 
commandment ; © that thy days may be long in the land, 
© which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” 
And I obſerve in the firſt place, that it was a prevail- 
ing idea of the Jews, that peculiar temporal bleſſings were 
annexed by God, to certain virtues. It may be, there- 
fore, that the promiſe we are about to illuſtrate, was 
affixed to the commandment we have been conſidering, 
merely in compliance with this prejudice. It is impoſh- 
ble for us to aſcertain preciſely the motives and grounds 


upon which each particular law. or appointment of deity 
1s founded or eſtabliſhed. Tt is recorded, we know, in 
the hiſtory of the Jews, that he actually gave them ſome 
laws that © were not good,“ that is, he conſulted their 


prejudices and peculiar circumſtances, in the forming of 


ſome of the ſtatutes by which he wiſhed them to be re- 


gulated ; and, of conſequence, ordained certain laws, 
which, though not good in themſelves, were good, as they 


reſpected the ſituation and condition of the people with 
whom he had to do. It may be then, that the promiſe 
in the text, had for its origin ſome ſuch cauſe as this. It 


may be, that God thought it proper to ſanRify the com- 

mandment in queſtion, by the application of a motive, to 

the influence of which he well knew the 2 from 
long preconceived notions, were peculiarly diſpoſed. 

Secondly, There is no occaſion, perhaps, for the ſup- 
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poſition we have here made, in order to account for tha 
promiſe annexed to the commandment in the text; ſince 
no one can pretend to ſay, that the bleſſing of God, ex- 
preſſed by the giving of long life, may not be made, eſ- 
pecially to follow the honouring of parents. That the 
deity is not an indifferent ſpectator ot the conduct of his 
moral creatures, we have every reaſon to conclude from 
every idea we can poſſibly form of his nature and cha- 
rater : and that he has the power to diſpenſe his bleſ- 
ſings, when, how, and to whom, he, in his wiſdom and 
goodneſs ſhall think fit, is a matter of which no one can 
entertain a doubt. That the practicer, then, of the 
amiable and exalted duty of honourirg parents, ſhould 
be favoured by God, even in this world by his extending 
to him one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed bleſſings of morta- 
lity, is a matter, which, though impoſſible to be actually 


_ demonſtrated, is at leaſt, very rationally to be concluded, 


from our ideas of the deity. It may be then, that the 


promiilory clauſe in the commandment before us, is a 


direct and abſolute ſtipulation, on the part of God, to 
accompany, with a.ſpecial mark of his favour, the exact 


compliance with the duty he here enjoins. 


1 hirdly. Suppoſing that neither of the illuſtrations we 
have hitherto given of the clauſe, © that thy days, &c.” 
be ſatisfactory, what objection can there poſſibly be, in 


conſidering it as conſequential, rather than promiſſory. 
It we look into the Scriptures. we ſhall find, that this 1s 


not the only place where a ſimilar bleſſing is, in the ſame 
manner, promiſed or annexed to the practice of virtue 
in particular. | hus in Proverbs, “ Happy is the man,” 


ſaith S lomon, „ that findeth wiſdom, and the man that 
« getteth underſtanding: length of days is in her right 


hand.“ And our Saviour in his Sermon upon the 
Mount ſays, “ bleſſed are the meek, for they ſhall inherit 
« the earth.“ Now the evident meaning of what is 
here quoted certainly is, that the practice of virtue being 
the belt prefervative of health; the maintaining a peace- 


able and quiet demeanor, the beſt ſecurity againſt the ac- 
cidental hurts occalioned by broils and contentions ; the 


ſober, diſcieet, and good-natured man, is of all other 
characters in ſociety, the moſt likely to hve the longeſt 


and heppieſt in the world. As then this is the true 
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ploſs which ought to be put upon theſe, and ſuch like 
paſſages of Scripture, there is little doubt, but that a 
ſimilar ſenſe, attributed to the clauſe in the text, is equally 
juſtifiable. For what better rule could be given to a 
young man, in order to inſure to him long life, than 
„ honour thy father and thy mother.” Who are thoſe 
who ſhorten their days ſo much as the froward and 
diſobedient, the prodigal that leaves his parent's home, 


the debauchee over whom no one can have controu! ? 


On the other hand, who are thoſe whom we ſee bloom- 


ing in health, profpering i in lite, with every thing flat- 


tering in their proſpects, and comfortable in their hopes ? 
Who, but ſuch, as have ſubmitted to the reſtraints of 
parental authority; who have ſuffered themſelves to be 


guided and directed by age and experience; and who 


have acquired the truly honourable characters of dutifol 


and affectionate children. 


Take then, my young friends, any view of yourſelyes 
you pleaſe ; conſider yourſelves as creatures of affection; 
as ſuſceptible of the feelings of gratitude; as moral agents 
endued with a power of diſcerning the beauty or defor- 
mity of actions: or even only as beings capable of diſ- 


tinguiſhing what will molt contribute to your temporal 


happineſs ; the propriety of obſerving the command in 


the text muſt forcibly ſtrike you. 


In the words of St. Paul, then,“ Children, obey your 
« parents in all things, for this is right. Honour thy 
“ father and thy mother, which is the firſt command- 
« ment with promiſe ; that it may be well with thee, 


and that thou mayelt live long on the earth. 85 
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On Prayer to God through Chrift. 


NG 1 — 


To God only wiſe be glory through Jeſus Chriſt. 


of our addreſſes to God, has been an opinion uni- 
ly prevalent through all ages of the church. 

Every time we aſſemble together in public worſhip, we 
profeſs and maintain it; and by our doxologies, or con- 
cluſions of our prayers, Ty yield our aſſent 
to ii. 
> wa therefore, be a matter rather acceptable to 
you, to have the grounds on which this opinion is 
founded, explained and illuſtrated ; the objections to it 


T H E opinion of Jeſus Chriſt's being the mediator 
verſal 


removed and confuted; and the good effects wing from 


it commented on and enumerated. 

To begin then with the 1ſt, viz. to explain and illu- 
ſtrate the grounds on which the worſhipping of God 
through Chriſt is founded. 

In the Firſt place, it ſeems fitting ſuch lowly creatures 
as mortals. Wherewith ſhall we come before the Lord, 
and bow ourſelves before the moſt high God? In his ſight 
not even the angels are clean. How then ſhall mortal 
man appear in Ks preſence ? Shall we, duſt and aſhes, 
preſume to arreſtthe regard of the — of the _— 
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Shall we, who are nought but vanity and a lie, dare to 
make our addreſſes to Infinite Holineſs? Shall we, who are 
known to tremble even before an earthly ſuperior, feel 
no degree of awe when we ſtand before the Lord of heaven 
and earth? Shall we, who faulter in our praiſes of a 
fellow mortal, and dread to 1mplore a favour om a crea- 
ture formed like ourſelves, have no kind of heſitation 
in our adoration of the High and Mighty One who 
inhabiteth eternity; nor any ſhare of apprehenſion in 
ſupplicating the mercy of him who made us and all 
mankind, by the word of his power? Great God! who 
amongſt us, at the thought of thee, does not fink into 
nothing? Who, at the contemplation of thy perfec- 
tions, 1s not obliged to bow down his head and ſhut 


his lips in ſilent veneration ? Like the prieſts of Iſrael, 


we cannot ſtand to miniſter unto thee, becauſe of the 
cloud of thy glory. We are in thy preſence, like the 
cherubims in Iſaiah's viſion, who covered their faces with 


their wings. Through Chriſt then be our praiſes aſcribed 


unto thee; in his name be our prayers for thy bleſſing; 


and by him be our acceſs with confidence unto the throne 


of thy grace. 

Secondly, The character that Chriſt maintained in 
the world, and his exaltation in conſequence thereof, 
ſeem to offer us another ground or reaſon for our wor- 
ſhipping God through him. Never was there a more 
endearing union than that between Chriſt and mankind, 
He came into the world, ſpecially commiſſioned from 


heaven for their good. He came to be their Prince and 
their Saviour. He did every thing that their unhappy 
ſtate required, and obtained for them from heaven every 


blefling they could with. In ſhort, he died for their fins, 
and roſe again for their juſtification. And, as a reward 


for this his accompliſhment of the will of his father, God 
highly exalted him; raiſed him to a ſtate of the utmoſt dig- 


nity and glory; made him the firſt fruits of immortality; 
and placed him in a moſt diſtinguiſhed manner at his own 
right hand. This then being a juſt repreſentation of 


- Chriſt, is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that in his preſent ſtate 
of exaltation, mankind are become the ſubjects of his 


indifference ? Or can it be imagined, that he is now no 
ways concerned for thoſe creatures for whole ranſom he 
torts ee 


I 
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gave his life? Can it be thought that he, whe empticd 
himfelf of his glory for ourſakes, no more intereſts 
himſelf with the deity on our behalt? Or can it be be- 
lieved that he, who in his ſtate of humiliation could ſay, 
« ] know, father, that thou heareſt me always,” cannot 
now in his ſtate of glory and honour equally lay claim to 
a {imilar influence? It is certainly a fair way of arguing, 
to conclude from what Chriſt was, what he is. We 
know that he was our friend in the fleſh: he no doubt 
is ſo in the ſpirit. He was the occaſion of our greateſt 
happineſs when cloathed as a man: he will not de- 
fert us now he 1s raiſed above angels. Through him 
then, it becomes us to apply unto God. In his name 
it becomes us to ſeek the father of mercies. Our peni- 


tential vows he will lay before the deity, in the moſt 


favourable light. Our expretiions of forrow for our ſins, 


he will record with a peculiar pathos. Our petitions 


for favour and blefſing he will graciouſly ſecond; and 
our deprecations of the Almighty's Wrath and diſpleaſure 


he will accompany with his intercefſions. 


Thirdly, Another ground or reaſon for our worſhipping 
God through Chriſt is this, that it muſt be a ſource ot 
pleaſure . him to be the medium of ihe Welz 


Of his followers. 


It may, perhaps, be ſaid. that God might imme- 
diately difburfe his favour and his bleſfings to the world 
of mankind; and that without the intervention of Chriſt, 


he might ſhew his regard for the inhabitants of this 


globe. But it 1s well oblerved, to be the general œco- 


nomy of his providence, to make one being happy, by 
appointing it to be the inſtrument of happineſs to ano- 
ther. Thus, therefore, the idea cf Chriſt's being the 


mediator of the deity's favours to mortals, is an idea, 


perfectly conſiſtent with what in other cafes is ſeen 


to prevail. When we conlider then, that God 18 ſaid 


59 


« to have rewarded the obedience of his fon,” we cannot 


well! imagine that he would omit, in the various bleſſings 
heaped upon him, that which of all others, is the greateſt 


that either a mortal or immortal ſpirit can poſlibly know, 


It is univerſally acknowledged by every being poſſeſſed of a 
rational ſoul, that there is no pleaſure equal to the plea- 


ſure of doing good ; no ſatisfaction comparable 10 that 
which 
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does this more conſpicuouſly appear, than in the a 1 5 
pointment of Chrilt as our advocate and mediator. 


On Prayer to God through Chrif. od © 


which ariſes from the diſpenſing of benefits. States of 


being are enviable or not, only as they in a ſmallet 
or greater degree enable us to attain this end. Nay, 
the chief happineſs of deity himfelf, may, without irre- 


rerence, be ſuppoſed to ariſe from the communication of 


happineſs. What then conld the eternal father do more 
for his ſon, than raiſe him to be the mediator of his 
grace? What recompence of his obedience cculd Chriſt 
more earneſtly wiſh for, than that of being the advocate 
of the children of men? And ſuppoling this to be the 
caſe, not only is the world made happy by the bleſtings 
of God, but in perfect conformity with the uſual admi- 
niſtration of the deity, Chriſt is rendered inconceivabl] 
ſo, by being the inſtrument of their conveyance. And, 


therefore, as thus the greateſt ſum of happineſs is pro- 
duced in the univerſe, we may with no little propriety 


conclude, that it is actually the caſe; and that it be- 


comes us to worſhip God, through Chriſt, not only 


for our own ſakes, but for his. 
Fourthly, Another ground or reaſon for our worſhip- 
ping God, through Chriſt, feems to arife from his 


having experienced in his own perſon our weakneſſes 
and infirmities. 


The ai; gracious God ſeems, in every diſpenſation of 


bis providence, to have had a moſt benevolent and kind 


regard to our comfort and eaſe. In nothing, however, 


n 
the language of the epiſtle to the Hebrews, he has 
not given us an high prieſt who cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities, but one who was 
in all points, tempted like ourſelves. Verily, he took 
Hot on him the nature of angels, but he took on him 
the ſeed of Abram. He was in ali things made like 
unto man, that he might be a merciful and faithtul high 
prieſt in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation 
for the ſins of the people; for in that he himſeif has 
fuffered, being tempted, he will be ready to ſuccour, or 
to deprecate judgment, for thoſe who are tempted. 
And furely Chriſtians, this is matter of the greateſt 
comfort to us. We pray unto God, through a Being 
who knoweth, from his own experience, what we are. 


He 
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He is acquainted with the power of temptation : he 
himſelf has been aſſayed by the devil. He knows 
how powerful to draw us from duty is the glory of 
the world and the pomp of riches. All theſe things 


were offered unto him. He knows what danger in- 


tegrity is put to by want and neceſſity, Satan tried 
theſe effects upon him, when nature might be ſup- 


poſed moſt liable to yield. He knows what evils la- 


bour and poverty are: for though the foxes had holes, 
and the birds of the air neſts, he had no where to 
lay his head. He knows what are the agonizing 


throes of an affected heart: for his ſweat was once 
like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 
He knows what it is to die in the extremities of tor- 


ture: for when in that ſituation, he exclaimed, My 


God, my God, why hait thou forſaken me? And this 


is the Being through whom we are to addreſs the fa- 


ther Almighty. This is the Being who will lay our 


complaints before God. Who can ſufficiently admire 


this kind, this benevolent, this gracious appointment 
of the Deity? Is it poſſible to conceive of any thing 


apparently more fitting ſuch creatures as we; or any 
thing exhibiting the kindneſs of heaven in a ſtronger 


light? Who ſo proper to be the advocate of mortality, 
as one who has experienced what it is? Whoſe name 
| fo proper to pray in, as his who knoweth each of our 


hearts: as his, who will make all allowances for weak- 


neſſes that he himſelf hath in ſome inſtances expe- 
rienced: as his, who knoweth our frame, who re- 


membereth from his own feelings that we are but 
duſt? 5 „ „ 


Laſtly, Another ground or reaſon for our worſhipping 


God through Chriſt we deduce from the language of 
Scripture, and the practice of the Apoſtles. 3 


Seeing then, ſays the author of the epiſtle to the 


Hebrews, that we have a great high prieſt who is 
| paſſed into the heavens, Jeſus, the ſon of God, let 
us hold faſt our profeſſion ; let us draw nigh with a 


true heart and a full aſſurance of faith. For, Chriſt 
1s not entered into the holy place made with hands, 
which 1s but a figure of that to come, but into heaven 


Itſelf, now to appear in the preſence of God for us. 


Who 
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Who is he, fays St. Paul, that condemneth? It is 


Chriſt that died, yea, rather that is riſen again, who 
is even at the right hand of God, who alſo maketh 
interceſſion for us. There is one mediator between 
God and man, the man Chriſt Jefus. If any man 
lin, ſays St. John, we have an advocate with the 
father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous. Whatſoever ye ſhall 
alk the father in my name, fays our Saviour. himſelf, 
that will I do. that the father may be glorified in the 
fon, If ye thall aſk any thing in my name, I will 
do it. If ye abide in me, ye thall aſk what ye will, 
and it ſhall be done unto you. Whatſoever ye ſhall 
alk the father in my name, he will give it you. I 


thank my God, ſays the apoſtle of the Jews, through 


Jeſus Chriſt, for you all, that your guilt is ſpoken 


throughout all the world. I thank my God always 


in your behalf, for the grace of God which is given 
you by Jeſus Chriſt. Now unto him who is able to 


do exceedingly abundantly above all that we aſk or think, 


according to the power that worketh in us, unto him 
be glory in the church, by Jeſus Chriſt, throughout 
all ages, world without end, Amen. Now unto him 


who is of power to ſtablith you according to my goſ- 


pel, and the preaching of Jeſus Chrilt according to 
the revelation of the myſtery which was kept ſecret 
ſince the world began, to God, only wiſe, be glory 
through Jeſus Chriſt, Theſe are all the paſſages in 
the ſacred volume, at leaſt all that my remembrance 
and honeſt enquiries into the Scriptures, at preſent fur- 
niſh me with, which have a reference to the ſubject 
of mediation. Few as they may ſeem, they are ſo 
direct and expreſs, that he muſt be a very able critic 


indeed, if not an artful caſuiſt, who will pretend, in 


oppoſition to them, to prove, that the doctrine of a 
mediator is not the doctrine of the New Teſtament. 
St. Paul certainly appears in his devotional practice, 
to authoriſe and countenance it. The author of the 
epiſtle to the Hebrews, whoever he was, takes it for 


granted in the fulleit manner. St. John expreſsly aſ- 
erts it; and our bleſſed Lord himſelf recommends 


and encourages it. 
And now, having gone through the ſeyeral grounds 
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pre-eminence to the all-wiſe and Almighty God himſelf. 
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74 On Prayer to Ged througn Chriff. 
or reaſons for our worſhiping God through Chrilt ; 


having ſhewn that it is fitting ſuch lowly creatures as 
mortals; that it appears to be authorized by the cha- 
racter Chriſt maintained in the world, and his exalta- 
tion in conſequence thereof; that it is reaſonable to 
be concluded, becauſe it muſt be a ſource of pleaſure 
to Chriſt, and one of the higheſt rewards God could 
beſtow upon him, to be the medium of happineſs to 
the world; that there ſeems to be a degree of pro- 
priety in making our addreſſes through a being who 
was himſelf, before his exaltation, like unto ourſelves ; 


and that the language of the Scriptures, and the prac- 
tice of the Apoſtles was greatly in favour. of it : having, 
J fay, ſhewn theſe things, I proceed to conſider and 


confute ſome of the principal of thoſe objections which 


may be ſuppoſed to be brought againſt what we have 


In the firſt place, it may be ſaid, that it is giving 
too high an idea of our Saviour, 5 
What the preciſe degree of dignity is which our 
Saviour enjoys, is not poſſible to determine. What 


his exact rank in the ſcale of being is, we are utterly 
at a loſs to fix. But, however, it would ſeem, that 


with reſpect to this world, he is next in glory and 


To ſtretch then our ideas of him to the higheſt pitch 


ſhort of the infinite Being, is not too much. Provided 


we do not make him co-equal and co-eternal with 
the father, we are juſtified by Scripture (the only fource 
of our information concerning him) to think of him 


in the moſt exalted light. He is ſaid to have lived 
with the father before all worlds; to have been raiſed, 


after his deſcent upon earth, far above all principalities, 
and power, and might, and dominion, and every name 


that is named, not only in this world, but alſo in that 
which is to come; to have had all things put under 
his feet; that at his name every knee ſhould bow, 


of things in heaven, and things in earth, and thing: 


under the earth. Of this, fays he himſelf, (thereby 
ſpecifying in a manner his own dignity) knoweth 
no man, no not the angels, nor the ſon, but the father 


only. Thus he has placed himſelf higher than the 


_ angelic 
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angelic order, and inferior only to God himſelf. For 
it is juſtly to be inferred, that as he has mentioned 
no exiſting being between the ſon and the father, he 
meant it to be underſtood that the father alone was 
above him. Thus then, the objection againſt the doc 
trine of Chriſt as a mediator, from its giving too high 
an idea of him, 1s rather reverſed: and the danger :s, 
that perſons judging of the dignity of characters more 
from their ſplendor than their real nature and excel- 
lence, will be apt to think, that the Saviour of the 
world, inſtead of being exalted, is in fact degraded, 
by his being made the furtherer of petitions, and the 


diſpoſer of bleſſings. _ | 


Secondly, It' is objected that the worſhipping of God 


through Chriſt, is aſcribing an attribute to the latter, 
which can only belong to the former; viz. Omni- 


preſence. 
It is certain, that omnipreſence can be connected only 


with infinity. Whatever being is limited in its nature, 


cannot, molt aſſuredly, fill unlimited ſpace. But, ſurely, 
it is not irrational to ſuppoſe, that the influence of ſome 
beings may be greatly extended beyond that of others. 
Nay, we may reaſon upon this head from analogy, till 
we are quite loſt in the depth of immenſfity. The 


worm we tread upon, cannot turn to wound us, but 


in the actual contact. 'The hon cannot rend you, ex- 
cept you come within the reach of his claw. But 


man, poſſeſſed of the faculty of reaſon, has learned to 


affect at the diſtance of miles; and is, as it were 
preſent in every part of a very conſiderable ſphere. 


Go up higher then in the ſcale of being, and why 


not ſuppoſe that the angels by their natures, are e- 


nabled to accompliſh more than man? Why not ſup- 
poſe their influence, ſome how or other, to be itil} 


more wide and diffuſed? Proceed on through we know 
not what ſtates of excellence and perfection, to Chriſt. 
the fon of the Almighty; and who will pretend to 
fix his ſphere of action? Who will pretend to ſay, 
hitherto he comes, but no farther? He may not, per- 
haps, ſoar with the eternity of days through worlds 


more numerous than the twinkling ſtars; but who 


can ſhew that he does not fill each part of this our 
| an | atom 
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atom of the univerſe? Who can prove that the Son of 
God is not preſent with his influerice in every corner 
of the planetary ſyſtem? Who can declare this to be 
inconſiſtent with his nature, or impoſſible to his being. 


He that does, deciares a moſt abſolute and palpable 


abſurdity, viz. that it impoſſible for any being, leſs 
than infinite, to have an influence throughout a finite 


ſyſtem. 1 hus then, if it be not abſurd to ſuppoſe 


(which it manifeitly is not) Chriſt to be preſent in 
an inconceivable degree of ſpace, provided only it be 
Iimitted, it ſurely cannot be fo to imagine him preſent 
only in the Chriſtian world. And this is enough for 
us; this is all the omnipreſence that we want Chriſt | 
to be poſſeſſed of; this is quite ſufficient to make clear 
our ſcheme of mediation ; and this it is ifnpoſlible to 
ſhew to be inconſiltent with his acknowledged excel- 


lence, or any ways incongruous with the nature of 


things. And what reaſon thus finds little difficulty in 
proving, may be, the Scriptures exprefly inform us ac- 
tually is the caſe. Go, ſays our Saviour to his diſci- 


ples, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the father, and of the ſon, and of the holy ghoſt; 
teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever J have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even 


unto the end of the world. In my father's houſe 
are many manſions ; if it were not ſo I would have 


told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if J go and prepare a place for you, Þ will come again 


and receive you unto thyſelf, that where I am there 
ye may be alſo. I will not leave you comfortleſs, I 
will come to you. Ye have heard how I ſaid unto 


you. I go away and come again unto you, If ye 
loved me ye would rejoice, becauſe I ſaid I go unto 
my father. Whereſoever two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midſt of 
them. Thus then we add, that this objection is founded 


upon a falſe principle, on the ſuppoſition of a conſe- 
quence that by no means fairly follows. For though 
it is neceſſary that Chriſt ſhould be fo preſent to the 


creatures who addreſs the Deity through him, as to 


be able to hear and diſtinguiſh their petitions, yet it 
is not neceflary for this end that he ſhould: be om- 
; nipreſent. 
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niprefent. It is ſufficient if he is preſent-where the 


Scriptures repreſent him to have peculiar concern; and 
which, granting him to be a meer finite being, it is 


poſſible, nay highly agreeable to reaſon, to ſuppoſe he 


may be. 8 "IS 

Thirdly, Another objeQion to the worihipping of 
God through Chriſt is, that it encourages a ſuperſtition 
very prevalent, that of praying to angeis and ſaints. 

It might be ſufficiefit to anſwer to this objeQion, 
that a thing's being abuſed is no argument againſt the 
ule of it. It is, however, a matter of wonder, how 
ſo rational a practice ſhould give riſe to one fo ab- 
furd and irrational. The character of our Saviour is 


confeſſedly of the higheſt and moſt exalted nature; and 
the Scriptures, as we have ſhewn, hold him out to 
us in a molt diſtinguiſhed light. Nay, what is more 
to the purpoſe, they repreſent him under the idea of 


a mediator; and expreſs!y and literally ſtile him an 
advocate, and intercetior. I hat men then ſhould con- 
ſider him in this view, is not at all ſurprizing: and 


that they ſhould maintain a conduct agreeable to this, 


is perfectly to be accounted for. But how different 
is it with reſpect either to angels or ſaints? The for- 
mer are but very rarely mentioned in Scripture; and 
their nature and office ſcarcely ever touched upon. 


And as to the latter, there is not a ſingle ſyllable re- 
ſpecting their influence in this world, after they have 
left it; not a Title to encourage any petitions to be 
addreſſed unto God. by them. If men then, will ſuf- 


fer themſelves to be led away by their own fancies; 


if they will ſuppoſe that the mediation of a Saint 


Chryſoſtom, and the interceſſions of the angel Gabriel, 


are as likely to gain them the bleſſing of heaven, as 


thoſe of the only mediator between God and man, 
we mult pity their abſurdity, but at the fame time 
vindicate the Chriſtian ſcheme from affording any real 


rok for ſo ridiculous a ſuperitition, It is an ab- 


olute affront to common ſenſe for any man to ſay, 
that the worſhipping of God, through iuch a being as 
Chriſt, can give any juſt cauſe for the idolatrous prac- 


tices of popery. The former we have proved not to. 


de irrational in aifelf, and allerted in * the 
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latter may be proved to be abſurd in their natures, anc 
abſolutely diſcountenanced in Scripture. . 
Fourthly, It is objected againſt the e of God 
through Chriſt, that it is unneceſſary, becauſe God is of 
himſelf diſpoſed to hear our petitions, and to grant our 
requeſts, | 5 
If a fon ſhall aſk bread of any of you who is a father, 
will he give him a ſtone? Or if he aſk a fiſh, will 
he for a fiſh give him a ſerpent? Or if he ſhall atk 
an egg, Will he offer him a ſcorpion? If ye then being 
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more ſhall your heavenly father, give the 
holy ſpirit to them that atk him? Now taking theſe ex- 
preſſions of Scripture in the moſt enlarged ſenſe, that it is 
poſſible; ſuppoſing, that they do infer a diſpoſition in the 
Deity to hear and attend to the addrefſes of his creatures, 
taking it for granted (without raiſing any of thoſe diffi- 


culties upon the matter that might be ſtarted) that God 


could blefs us without the intervention of a mediator ; 
yet ſtill, the objection is by no means valid, but muſt fall 
to the ground upon due conſideration. It is certain that 


God, in the ceconomy of his providence, ſeems, in 
ſome cafes, not only to have created cauſes for the pro- 
duction of effects, but to have ordained effects for the 


happineſs of certain cauſes. Thus, to illuſtrate the 


matter, it may be, perhaps, that the Deity could cauſe 
men to ſpring out of the earth, totally independently 
of each other, like the trees of the foreſt; and it 
would feem that this would be the ſimpleſt manner 
of bringing thein into exiſtence, Why then, it might 


be aſked, has not God eſtabliſhed this mode of produc- _ 


tion? Why? For the beſt and moſt obvious of reaſons. 
If this were the caſe, all that abundance of felicity, that 


is the conſequence of one man's being the medium of 


- another's exiſtence, would be entirely loſt, Where would 


be all the endearments of conjugal affection? Where the 


delights of parental fondneſs? Where the exquiſite fecl- 


ings of filial piety? So that here the Deity manifeſtly 


appears to have reſpect, not ſo much to the end, as iv 


the means; and he ſeems to have eſtabliſhed ſuch 2 


mode or progreſs for man's exiſtence, not becauſe ſuch a 


mode was abſolutely neceſſary in order to cauſe him to 
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exiſt, but becauſe it was neceſſary to produce the hap- 
pineſs of a huſband, parent, and ſon. To apply this to 
the removal of our objection. We have ſhewn in a 
former part of our diſcourſe, that the office of a 
mediator 1s one of the higheſt and moſt exalted that 


can poſlibly be conceived, and replete with the greateſt 


ſum of happineſs that can well be imagined. Now, 
therefore, though it may not be neceſſary that there 
ſhould be a mediator between God and man, as it 
reſpects either the former or latter; yet, it certainly is 


neceſſary that there ſhould be one, in order that the hap- 
pineſs of ſuch a character ſhould be enjoined, God, 
therefore, may not have appointed Chriſt to be the me- 
diator of his bleflings, becauſe, otherwiſe, they could 


not have been diſpenſed to mortals ; but, becauſe, that 
in no other way, perhaps, could he have equally bleft 
and rewarded him. And thus, even aliowing to the 


objection all it's force; not even noticing that it per- 


fectly proceeds upon an entire begging of the queſ- 


tion, we have ſhewn, notwithſtanding, that the doctrine 


of a mediator is founded on a neceſſity; though a neceſſity. 
indeed, ſomewhat different from what the objection is 
founded on. And the anſwer is full as ſatisfactory to 
every candid and fair reaſoner, as if we had directly com- 
bated and confuted the rea! principle of the objection, 
For a thing's being proved upon one uncontrovertible da- 
tum to be neceſſary, renders it impoſſible for us to prove, 
upon another ground, that it is unneceſſary. 


Laſtly, It is objected againſt the whole of what we 


have been delivering, that this phraſe in Scripture through 
Chriſt, with thoſe of by him, and in his name, imply no 


more than that we ſhould worſhip God as Chrilt's diſ- 
ciples. 2 

This is an objection that has been ſtrongly urged ; and 
many perſons have fat down with this falſe idea of 


the matter perfectly eaſy and contented. But with- 


out entering into the various criticiſms upon this head; 
without mentioning the forced interpretations which 


the adopting of this opinion has obliged perſons to 


have recourſe to, without ſpending our time in ar- 

guments of this nature; we will content ourſelves with 

ihewing, from the Scripture itſelf, that this gloſs is 
2 utterly 
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utterly inadmiſſible. Ye now, ſays our Saviaur in St. 
John, jult before he was going to his father, have 
dorrow, but 1 will fee you again, and your heart ſhall 


rejoice, and your joy no man takcth away And in 


that day ſhall ye aſk me nothing. Verily, verily, I 
ſay unto you, whatſoever ve ſhall aſk the father in 


my name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye aſked 
nothing in my name. Now it we ſuppoſe that the 
phraſe 4 . in the name of Chriſti, means only pray- 
ing to God as the diſciples of Chriſt, it actually fol- 
lows from Chriſt's declaration, „that his diſciples had 
hitherto aſked nothing in bis name ;” that during the 


whole time he was with them upon earth, they never 


once prayed at all; for if they had prayed at all, they 


muſt have prayed as his diſciples, for ſuch they were, 


and as nothing elle, therefore, could they have prayed. 


Thus then, we in a very few words, upon the faireſt 


ground, reduce the ſupporters of this objection to the 
molt flagrant abſurdity. For it cannot by any rational 


man be ſuppoſed, that the diſciples of Chriſt never 
were engaged during the whole of their attendance _ 
upon our Saviour, in any acts of religious worſhip; 


Nay, we have evidence to the direct contrary upon 


record. But if this be not enough upon this point, it 
is to be obſerved further, that Chriſt no where recom- 
mends to his diſciples to % any thing in his name till 


he was taken from them, Now, it is rather extraordi- 
nary, that he ſhould at this time, more particularly 
exhort them to pray unto God, as * his diſciples, than 
at the time, when he was living and converſing them. 
'Fo make our Saviour's conduct at ail intelligible, we 


muſt take his expreſſions upon theſe occaſions in 
their common acceptation. Hitherto, ſays he, ye 
have aſked nothing in my name. I have hitherto 


been with you, upon earth, in a {tate of humiliation, 


But, lo! Igo to the Father. I ſhall ſoon have accom- 
pliſhed the work that he has ſet me to do. I ſhall ſoon 
receive the reward of my obedience. I ſhall ſoon 


be appointed a Prince and a Saviour, and be able to ſave 


to the uttermoſt all thoſe that come unto God by me. 


In that day, when I ſhall be placed at the right hand 


of your God and my God, whatſoever ye ſhall aſk the 


father 


— 
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father in my name, he will give it you. Thus under- 


| ſtood, the language of our Saviour is perfectly clear. 


le aſſerts nothing but what is entirely conſiſtent with 
the character of his diſciples; and highly conſonant 
with the goſpel ſcheme. Whereas, underſtood in the 
fenſe which the objection would affix to it, it really 
maxes our Saviour's account of the companions of his 
labours, {trikingly abſurd and improbable; and repre- 
ſents him as recommending a practice to be obſerved 
ſubſequent to his death, for which there does not ap- 
| pear more reaion than before. And as thus we are 
| enabled to ſhew that the phraſe aſking or praying 7 
| the name of Chrift, cannot poſlibly mean praying merely 
as his diſciples, there is little doubt but that the 
other phraſes which we regard as ſynonimous there- 
with, are equally incapable of a ſimilar conſtruction. 


And now, having anſwered with the greateſt ſatiſ- 


faction to myſelf, with what degree to others 1 can- 


not pollibly judge, the ſeveral objections to the doc- 
trine or practice of worſhipping God through Chriſt, 


I proceed, agreeable to what I propoſed, in the Third 
place, to conſider the good effects ariſing from ſuch 
$ practice. : | | 5 
F Firſt, The worſhipping of God through Chriſt, or 
the concluding of our prayers or praiſes after this man- 
ner, has certainly a tendency to beget in us a ſpirit 
of humility. = : | 
It is greatly to be feared that the frequent repeti- 


tion of thele phraſes, “and theſe things we aſk in the 
name of Chriſt, hear and accept of theſe our praiſes 
and adorations through Jeſus Chriſt,” has cauſed many 
perſons to make ule of them without affixing any ideas 


at all to them. They end their prayers with them as a 
thing of courſe, and never think that they are one of 
the molt important parts of their devotional exerciſes. 
For, what is the meaning of them? What ſentiments 
ought they to cauſe to ariſe in our minds? What is the 
language which they molt evidently ſpeak ? Is it not this? 
Hear us, Lord, © through Jefus Chriſt ;”* for in our- 
ſelves we are not worthy to approach thy preſence. Hear 
us, Lord, © through Jeſus Chriſt,” for mere mortals as 
we are, we dare not plead with thee, the eternal Spirit, 

8 „Nest 
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Hear us, Lord, © through Jeſus Chriſt” for we are 
mere nothing, nay, leſs than nothing aud vanity; and 
how can we adore thine unſpeakable Majeſty ! Hear us 
through Jeſus Chriſt,” for as we are frail, imperfect, and 
erring creatures, we truſt for thy favour in thine own 
well-beloved Son. If then theſe are or ought to be the 
ſentiments that the uſe of ſuch like phraſes ought to in- 
ſpire within us, what humility ſhould we not expreſs in 


the preſence of Jehovah! If ſuch be the condition of 


humanity, ſhall we ever ſuffer pride to attend us to the 
houſe of the Almighty ? Shall we ever bring thither 


a lofty ſpirit, and a haughty lock? Oh, no. Far, far 


be every thing from thence but the utmoſt lowlineſs of 
heart Let nothing appear in our whole deportment 
there, but a broken and a contrite ſpirit ; a ſpirit ſenfi- 


ble of its own meaneſs, weakneſs, and littleneſs; a 


ſpirit perpetually reflecting, that all its hopes of accept- 
ance with God, are through Jeſus Chriſt, ' 
Secondly, The worſhipping of God, through Chriſt, 
__ a tendency ta increaſe our love and affeCtion for 
It certainly is a matter of the greateſt moment, that 


we ſhould maintain ſentiments of regard for the great 


founder of our religion; for it is well known, that ad- 
vice and commands are never ſo well received and 
obeyed, as when they proceed from thoſe whom we 
value. The more therefore we are led to eſteem Chriſt, 


the more ſhall we reſpect his precepts. In this light, 


therefore, the worſhipping of God through him, is of 


_ eſſential ſervice, For it is impoſſible to do this, as 


is our conſtant practice, without having our affection 


or him greatly increaſed, Can it be conceived that 
we can daily pray in his name, and not feel our hearts 
yearn towards him? Can it be imagined that we can 


continually make him the medium of our addreſſes to 
the father, and not feel our ſouls actuated with ſenti- 


ments of love for him? Impoſſible! Chriſt as a Me- 


diator 1s peculiarly endearing to us: as an advocate 


with the father, we cannot withold from him our ve- 


neration. 'Every time that we make him this to us, 


our ſpirit muſt be actuated with a tenderneſs towards 


him. Every time we think of him in this alle@tionate 
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light, he cannot be to us an object of indiffer-nce. 
_ Thirdly, and laſtly, the worthipping of God through 
Chriſt, has a tendency to make us continually mindful 
of»the gieat bleſſings we have received by him. 

The uſe from this practice, with every other that has 
or can be mentioned, can only accrue to perſons who 
will duly reflect. To the inattentive mind, no good 


can poſſibly accrue therefrom, but to the thinking one very 


great good. Does the latter pray unto God through Chriſt. 
He is immediately led to recollect what is the ground 
of this appointment. He ſearcheth the Scriptures ; he 
findeth that it was the conſequence of Chriſt's obe- 


| dience. His obcdience to what, next moves his enquiry ; 
to poverty, wretchedneſs, and death. For what end, 


he ſtill further ſeeketh? He is told, by the ſacred 


volume, for the ſalvation of man. And thus, by wor- 


ſhipping God, through Chriſt, the whole Chriſtian 


ſcheme riſes up in ardor to his view; the bleſſings 
he has received by the coming of Chriſt arreſt his 
| recolleCtion; and gratitude for the gift of redemption 
| warms and animates his heart. What then remains, 
{ but that I now exhort you reverently to maintain the 


continuance of a practice, founded upon fo many ra- 


tional grounds, ſo eaſy to be vindicatea againſt all ob- 
jections, and productive of ſuch happy effects. 1 nrough 
_ Chriſt be glory aſcribed unto God. By. Chriſt be our 
praiſes laid before the Majeſty of heaven. And in the 


name of Chriſt let our prayers. be addreſſed to the 


_ throne of grace. Amen. 
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H, thou, whoſe throne is eſtabliſhed in the 
heavens; who exiſteſt befare all worlds, and 
whoſe ſovereignty will never know an end; who art 
God, the Father Almighty, ſupreme, and eternal! 
What honor have we ſo great; what ſource of 
happineſs have we ſo pregnant with bliſs, as the per- 


miſſion thou halt given. us of approaching thee as 


children to a father?! 
We can never ſufficiently adore thee, vader this 
endearing name. We can never ſufficiently expreſs that 


filial affection which it becomes us ever to feel. 


To us, thou haſt, indeed, been the beſt and kindeſt or 


Par r 
To us, thou haſt, indeed, 8 how to give good giſte. 
In thee we have, indeed, found every thing that af- 


feftion could dictate, or love communicate. 


In the heavens above us; in the earth beneath us; 
in the air that ſurrounds us; ; in the light we behold ; 


the changes of the year; in the manifold ons 


of nature; and in the various. uſes to Which all are ſub- 


ſervient, thy mercy and loving kindneſs are abundantly. 


conſpicuous. 


Thy univerſal family i is Full of happineſs : Full be it 


_ alſo of gratitude. 


Let the firmament echo with our ſongs of praiſe. Let 


| the ſkies reſound with our hymns of thankſgiving. 


But with hearts thus expanding with gratitude, we 


would with, likewiſe, to approach thee with all thoſe 


ſentiments of veneration, which are becoming children 
in the preſence of a father, whom they feel themſelves 


bound, by every poſſible motive of affection and duty, 


to worſhip and to honour. 
We reverence thy great and adorable charaQter. 
We 


We pray, that thy name may ever be hallowed by all 
the inhabitants of the world. 


We intreat thee, to poſſeſs our ſouls with ſuch juſt and 


- exalted apprehenſions of thy nature and perfections, as 


that our minds may be ever awfully impreſſed, and our 
devout aſſertions ever warmly engaged. 


May every appeal to thee, as the God of truth, be more 
ſacred to us than life. 

May we ever conſider, that thou art a Being jealous of 
thine honour ; and that thou will never hold him guilt- 
leſs that taketh thy name in vain. 

Who ſhall not fear thee, thou king of Saints? Who 
ſhall not glorify thee, thou ſource of all Being? 

Ihou art the ſovereign Lord, and proprietor of every 
thing. The earth is thine, and the fullneſs thereof. 


May thy dominion every where be underſtood, and 
every where acknowledged. 9 


Oh, bring back again to their allegiance thoſe who 
have rebelled againſt thee, and gone alter ſtrange gods; 
who bow down to ſticks and ſtones; to beaſts and rep- 
tiles; to the ſun as it ſhines, and to the moon as ſhe 
walketh in brightneſs. 

Oh, rectify the errors of thoſe whoſe minds ſuperſtition 
hath blinded ; who have altars under every green tree; 
who ignorantly worſhip beings whom their own fears and 
apprehenſions deify ; who glorify the creature, but forget 


the Creator. 


Extend and enlarge that knowledge of thy nature and 


character, which thou haſt revealed unto us by thy Son. 
Diffuſe over the face of the globe, the glorious light of 
the goſpel of truth; and give to all to feel its * 


influence upon their hearts. 


May thus thy kingdom come, in glory and bed dee | 
May that ſullneſs of time be at hand, when one God, 
and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be owned and obeyed 


by all nations and languages ; when the wolf ſhall dwell 
with the lamb, and the leopard he down with the kid ; 


when peace and happineſs ſhall cover the earth, as the 


water covers the ſea ; when nothing ſhall hurt or deſtroy 


in all thy holy mountain. 


But while we thus pray unto thee, to extend by thine 


all-ruling influence the kingdom of truth and righteouſ- 


neſs; 


2 8 oy 
o S Aw. 


» _ 4 
_ — nd * 
2 — — — 
ä — 


— - — . l 
8 ˙————(———— —— 


= ; =. 
— - - - 
r — — , 


——_ — 


2 


— 
. 


* 


— 


— 
—— 


© at 


: — 
3 
— 


Cr —— —- 


— — 


— Meng I er; — — = WV". 


— 


— 4 — r . 
: "= . . 


a, 1 nn" CV 
- * 42 4 —— ——— 22 — — * 
— 2 eee — — 
* * R 


86 PRAYER Tt. 


neſs ; be it the ambition of our hearts to unite our feeble 
efforts, to the advancement and furtherance of the lame 


glorious end. 


May we, filled as we are with the knowledas of thy 
will, in all wifdom and ſpiritual underitanding, walk 


worthy of the vocation by which we are called, unto all 


well pleaſing, being fruitful in good works. 
May our Tight ſo ſhine, that others ſeeing the happy 


effects of our Chriſtian principles, may be induced to 


honour our profeſſion, and bow the knee to the fame 


Lord and Matter. 


May we, ſtrengthened by thy might, who haſt delivered 
us from the power of darkneſs, and made us meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints in light; hence- 


forth, ſuffer no evil tempers, no ſinful luſts, no unright- 5 
ecus practices, to diſgrace our characters, or put him 


who hath redeemed us to open ſhame. 
May it be our pride and our glory, to be continually : 
adding to our degrees of perfetin ; to rival angels and 
archangels, in a regard to thy holy commandments, and 


in a confor:aity to thy molt wiſe and righteous decrees ; 


ſo that, thus thy will may be done on Earth, as it is in 
heaven. 

Oh, thou great arbiter of all events, we are duly ſen- 
fible of our perfect and entire dependence upon thee. 
To thine inexhauſted bounty we are indebted for all the 
comforts, conveniencies, and. neceſſaries of life. 

To thee, it becomes us ever to be applying. 

ug are now in humble ſuit before thee, for the con- 

ce of thy goodneſs. 

0 zie us, we pray thee, this day, our daily bread. 

Supply each ein want, which our unvitiated 8 


Hege 


tg 
411K 8 ASI nand. 


(Ive ſucceſs to every lawful and 3 means, 
hich our reaſon and our nature prompt us to make uſe 


of tor the fortherance of our enjoyments. 


' Shouldeſt thou give us but food and raiment, there- 
wuh infpire us alſo with a ſpirit of contentment. 

Shouideft thou ſee fit to cauſe our cup to run over, 
guard us agal inſt the ingratitude of ſorgetting the hand 
tat alone worketh us rich. 
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PRAYER: I. $7 


Oh thou kind and bountiful God, there is not one of 


us whom thou hait not favoured far beyond our deſerts. 
There is not one of us but who has actually ſhewn 
 hindſelf unworthy of the lealt of thy bleſſings. 


« 


Thou halt been the molt indulgent and moſt benefictent 
of parents: we have been the molt untoward and un- 
grateful of children. 

We have aCted contrary to the dictates of filial affec- 
tion ; we have broken through the reſtraints of filial 
duty. POO 
We are conſcious of our offences, and pray, that thou 
wouldeſt forgive us now, proſtrate in we preſence, our treſ- 
paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. 

We rcjoice that we are emboldened thus to apply to 


thee for pardon. We feel in the conſciouſneſs of our own 
placability, a conviction that thou the father of our ſpirit 


art-ikewile placable. - > 1755 
Whence but from thee can proceed theſe feelings of 
perfect charity, with which we are now before thee. 


It is thou, thou God of peace, who art thus inclined 


us to love them who hate us; to bleſs thoſe who proſe- 


cute us; and to pray for thoſe who deſpitefully uſe us. 


We hope, we trult that we are not deceiving ourſelves 


in this reſpect. Search us, we pray thee, and know the 


real ſtate of our hearts. Lord God we tremble at the 
idea of thy ſcrutiny. Oh may we not have made that 
the condition of thy forgiveneſs, which will call down 


thy vengeance upon us, rather than thy mercy. From 
a conſciouſneſs of our paſt frailties and imperfections, we 
look forwards into futurity with fear and with diffidence. 

We apply to thee, who aloe art able to keep us from 


falling, for aſſiſtance, and ſupport. 


Guard us, we pray thee, froin the various dangers to 
which, in what lies before us, in this vale of tears, we are 
about to be ſubjected. Lead us not into temptation ; or 
if we muſt be tried, deliver us from the evil. 

Give us that ſuperiority over the world, that will ſe-_ 


cure us the applauſes of conſcience, the reſpect of our 


fellow creatures, and the eſteem and approbation of thee, 


the judge of the world. 


May 


| þ 


KY | May we, henceforth, go on our way rejoicing: re- 
1 joicing in our victory over the fleſh and the ſpirit. = 
Wo Now unto thee, the Majeſty of the univerſe, whoſe 
Vn Adcqminion ruleth over all: to thee, the Omnipotent Je- 
1 hovah, from whom all energy is derived: to thee, the 
N Lord and Creator of nature, the only juſt object of 
1 praiſe, be the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
) through Chriſt, for ever, and ever. Amen. 
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PRAYER II. 


A Lmighty Maker of the Univerſe ! Thou art, and 

| wert, and art to come, God, ſupreme and eter- 

nal; by whom all things were meer : on whom all 

things depend; and to whom all dominion is juſtly at- 

tributed. „ „ 
We, who owe exiſtence to thy creative power, and con- 


 tmuance in being to thy ſuperintending providence, would 
with, at this time, to bow down before thee, ſuitablyß 
impreſſed with the relation we ſtand in unto thee ; and 
deyoutly diſpoſed to reverence, and worſhip thee, with 
the homage that thou ſo juſtly meriteſt at our hands. 


Thou alone, whoſe preſence is in every part of this 
wide univerſe; whoſe glory and whoſe majeſty appear 
conſpicuous in all the grandeur of nature, art worthy of 


che praiſes and the adorations of thy rational offspring. 


Thou alone, whoſe goodneſs diffuſes happineſs over all 
the boundleſs creation; whoſe munificence cheers and 
3 the whole face of nature; whoſe liberal hand 
ſatisfieth the deſires of every living thing, art worthy of 
the acknowledgments and the affection of thy children 
and dependents. 5 . 3 

Where, oh God! in heaven, or on earth, can thy equal 


be found? Among the gods, there is certainly none wha 
can be compared unto tnee. | 3 


Thou alone, art he, to whom our allegiance and our 
% done... ( ĩͤ ooo: 5 | 
Thou art the king over all the earth, and we, of a 
truth, are thy ſervants and ſubjects. 5 
We would now approach thee with every ſentiment 
of humility and veneration. 


We would now, in the fight of men, and in the face 


_ of day, thus-publicly — ourſelves at the fee 
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99 FRATER 1” 
of thy throne, magnifying thy name, and {ſpreading abroad 


the wonders of thine energy. 

We feel in every attempt to worſhip and to adore 
thee, the weakneſs and frailties of our nature. Who can 
ſhew forth all thy praiſe? Thou chargeſt even thine 
angels with folly. Bot thou knoweſt the extent of our 
abilities: thou art fully acquainted with the whole of 
what we are enabled to do. The fervice of ſincerity 


will be acceptable unto thee, though the imperfections of 


humanity are conſpicuous in the whole of our deportment 
in thy preſence. 

We look up unto thee, Great Almighty God! as to 
him who gave exiſtence to this world, which we inhabit, 
and to the thouſand times ten thoulands more, which the 
wide univerſe contains. 

With what aſtoniſhment are we ſtruck ; what :mpiel. 
ſions of awful veneration do we experience, when we 
look around us on all the mighty wonders which thine 
energy has wrought ; on the heavens which thy ſpirit 


hath garniſhed with ſtars; ; on the earth which thou haſt 
hung upon nothing; ; on the great and wide ſeas, wherein 


are things creeping innumerable, both ſmall and great! 
Of a truth, thou art that great, that mighty God, who, 
by a word, calledſt forth order out of confuſion, beauty out 


of deformity, light out of darkneſs, life out of death, 
and every thing out of nothing. 


Where art thou not viſible? 
Where is not thy glory reſplendent? 


What portion of exiſtence proclatmeth not abroad thy : 
praiſe? 5 


Who ſhall not 8 who ſhall not wichio, who ſhall _ 


not glorify thee; whoſe greatneſs immenſity comprehends 


not, and the effects of whoſe power no mortal can ever 


ſind out unto perfection? 


But from thus contemplating thee as the preateſt _ 
moſt glorious of; Beings, let us now turn to the ſtill more 


pleaſing duty of adoring" thee, as the beſt and moſt amia- 
ble of Beings: - | 


Were it, indeed, that we had reaſon to ies thee 


only * as a God poſſeſſi ing an immenſity of power, we 


Mould tremble Whenever the thought of thy preſence | 
25 5 85 occupied 
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PAAYER IM : 


occupied our minds. We ſhould, when bowing down 
before thee, experience all the feelings of the molt awful 
pprehenſion, inſtead of thoſe tranſporting emotions with 
which thy character, as the God of love and the father 
of mercics, now animates us to worſhip and adore thee. 
Looking up to thee, in this view of thy character, we. 


feel all the confidence of children in the preſence of a 


parent. Our awe is ſoftened into complacency, and our 
fear is changed into aff-tion. 

We rejoice to conſider thee as the ſource of happineſs. 
and comfort: as making ihe grand awful attributes of thy 
* the inſtruments of thy mercy and loving SING 
neſs. 

What thouſands, nay, what ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand myriads of animated beings, haſt thou not called. 


forth to life, to enjoyment ? 


Unreſtrained by any partiality, and ieee by any- 


thing, ſave the dictates of the moſt perfect benevolence ; 
there is not an exiſting creature from him, who is the 
chief of the ways of God, to the ſparrow that falleth not 
to the ground, without thy cognizance, but has reaſon 
to bleſs and to thank thee. 


Thine eyes are over the whole earth a 3 for 


good. Thy bounty is not confined to ſpace, Thy mu- 
nificence knoweth no bounds. It is higher than the 
heavens, deeper than the lea, and wider than immen- 


ſity. 


All nature glories i in thy -ondnefs, All creatures ra- 


tional and irrational rejoice amidſt thy bounty. One uni- 
verſal hymn, from brutes and men, from angels and arch- 
angels, riſes on the breath of gratitude 1 to thee, who ſitteſt 

between the cherubims. 


But while, gracious Being! we pray, that we may not 
be undiſtinguiſhed amidſt the general j joy which thy crea- 


tures are continually expreſſing ; permit us to hope, that 
this our particular art of homage and of gratitude, for 
thy numerous and ſpecial gifts to the human ide wan 
be acceptable in thy ſight. 


What have we, that. we owe not unto thee ? 
Thy mercies have been more numerous to us, than the 
ſand upon the ſea thore ; they cannot be reckoned up in 


M . Thou 


—— — 


0 
| 


good and evil. 


cies we enjoyphƷ;. 


we Have received. 


„% PFRAYSE It 


Thou haft dignified our exiſtence in a manner moſt 
beneficent to us, and moſt glorious to thee. 
In our external form, thou haſt made the moſt won- 
derful ſymmetry apparent. In our internal ſtructure and 
compoſition, thou haſt combined the moſt exquiſite ma- 
chinery. In our powers of fancy and of memory ; in 
our faculties of reaſon and conſcience ; thy munificent 
hand and diſtinguiſhing love are ſtill more conſpicuous: 
By theſe, thou haſt made us hike unto gods, knowing 


But not to our formation alone, is thy goodneſs con- 


nned; in our preſervation and in all the blefſings of this 
life, we have reaſon to adore thee, as the moſt beneficent 


of Beings, and to praiſe thee as the moſt bountiful of 


benefators, 


In the hour of danger, thou haſt been our guardian 
and protector. At the time, when vain was the help of 
man, thy confolations have attended us; thou haſt ſtretch- 
ed forth thine arm, and refcued us from deſtrution, 

In the moment of want, thou haſt literally. ſupplied 
us; thou haſt opened thine hand, and ſatisfied all our 
molt preſſing deſires, „ 


JI 0 thee, we owe, whatever of health and proſperity; 
whatever of peace and liberty; whatever comforts of a 


domeſtic or ſocial nature; Whatever benefits as rational 
and moral agents, are our portion upon earth, - 
Thou art the father of theſe, and of all the other mer- 


There is not a day, or an hour of our exiſtence, . but 


What calls for an acknowledgment of thy munificence, 
It is then, Great and Merciful God! with much ſorrow 


and regret, that we reflect upon what has been the paſt 
conduct of our lives. | 


We acknowledge, with ſhame and remorſe we ac- 


knowledge, that we have not been duly attentive to the 


diſcharge of the debt, the infinite debt to which thy 
unbounded mercy has ſubjected us. 


Me are e ſenſible of our entire inability to make 
i 


thee any thing like an adequate return for the bountics 


= 


PRAYER II. 93 


We are well convinced from what thou hafl revealed 
to us of thyſelf, that this is what thou neither en pecteſt. 
nor requireſt at out hands. 


But we have been negligent in paying unto thee that 


tribute of duty, affection, and gratitude, to which our 


abilities are competent. 
We have not felt towards thee thoſe emotions which 


beings, bleſſed as thou haſt bleſſed us, ought to have felt 


for ſuch a benefactor. 
We have not experienced that reverential ſenſe of thy 


character and preſence, which creatures, in a fituation 
| ſuch as ours, ought to experience, whenever they think of 


the Lord of nature, and the God of the univerfe. 


We have not made the acquiſition of thy favour, which 
ought to have been conſidered by us as better than life, the 


great end and aim of all our moſt ſtrenuous efforts. 


We have not fought thy will, as our meat and drink. 


We have not rejoiced to keep thy commandments. 
| We have not delighted our ſouls with thy ſtatutes. 


But there is mercy with thee that thou ſhouldeſt be 


- feared: with thee there is plenteous redemption. Thou 
knoweſt our frame, thou conſidereſt we are but duſt. 


We feel a confidence in the character in which thou haſt 
declared thyſelf to us, as a God n nm tranſ- 


greſhon, and fin, 


We pray thee to look down upon us with an eye of 


2 4 our expreſſions of penitence ariſe up as incenſe be- 
fore thee. 

Let the ſorrow, the unfeigned ſorrow which we now 
feel, appeaſe thine anger, and foften thy reſentment. 

1 Oh God! how greatly do we lament the frailties and 
FR. vive e to which we have been ſubject! With 


what ſerious regret do we reflect on our ee ſo often 


done the evil which we would not, while we have omitted 
the good which we would have performed! 


We are, indeed, ſhocked at the remembrance of what 5 


has been our conduct in a variety of inſtances. 


We are impreſſed with an abhorrence of the offences 


we have committed. 
We feel ourſelves inſpired with the warmeſt and "Ta 


cereſt 


9 - PRAYER OI 


cereſt reſolutions of acting a different part during the re- 
mainder of our lives. 
But conſcious of what we have been, we are diffident 
reſpecting what we ſhall be. 
Oh ſtrengthen us, we beſeech thee, with thy might. 
Commit us net to ourſelves. Give us not over to a 
reprovate mind. Never leave us, never forſake us. 
Henceforth, may we never do amiſs ; but armed with 


the breaſt plate of faith, may we bid defiance to what 
the world holds forth to us of danger. 


Henceforth, may we walk worthy of the diftinguiſh- 
ing bleſſings we enjoy; adorning the doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things. 

_ Henceforth, may his ſpirit be our "FER the great ob- 


| Jet of his life, the one main end of ours; and the hope 


to which he looked forward, and by which he was ani- 


mated to endure the croſs, and to deſpiſe the ſhame, be 
the one great motive of all our conduct, inſpiring us with 


the nobleſt ambition, and enabling us to ſhev / ourſelves ſu- 


perior to all the worſt evils of this tranſitory ſtate. 
Thus, oh God! rouſed by the ſufferings conſequent 
upon fin ; charmed by the beauty of holineſs and virtue; 
encouraged by the rewards of the goſpel ; and ,,, by 
the ſpirit of grace ; may we, henceforth, act well the 
part becoming our ſituation and privileges; enjoying all 
the beſt comforts reſulting from the practice of goodneſs 
in this life, and cheered with the expectation of that {til} 
more glorious happineſs in the world to come, which thou 
haſt promiſed ſhall be the portion of all who diligently 


love and ſerve thee. Through Chriſt, Kc. Amen 
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, chou, the greateſt and moſt venerable of Beings, 
who art without beginning of days or end of 
years | „% 0 
: Thou reigneſt through eternity, the vaſt Majeſty of 
the univerſe! _ 1 „ 1 
Ihou art the ſame for ever and ever, unchangeable 
in all thy perfections. ER „„ 
Thou art of tranſcendent greatneſs, which no mortal 
power can find out by ſearching. „ 
In compariſon with thee, all nature is as nothing. 
The mighty waters which ſtrike «s with ſuch ſenti- 
ments of awe and grandeur, are to thee but as the drop 
in the bucket, i 
The wide expanded heavens which we regard with ſo 
much wonder and admiration, are to thee but as an 
hand-breadth. „ ̃ : 5 
This earth which we inhabit, whoſe mountains and 
Whole hills are to us objects of ſuch ſurprize and aſty- 
niſhment, thou takeſt up as a very little thing. 
"Thou art God, omnipotent, ſupreme, and eternal. 
All exiſtence owes its origin to thee. EE 
At thy voice chaos was no more. Beauty, order, har- 
mony, and happineſs, aroſe at thy command. 
Thou art every where preſent, amidit all the boundleſs 
effects of thine unlimited energy. Fe ET 
In the higheſt heavens 1s thy habitation, In incon- 
ceivable depths thou art known to reſide. On our right 
hand, beyond our ſight, or conception, thou exiſteſt. 
On our left, in immeaſurable diſtance, thou art {till to 
be found, 


Thou 


\ 
96 PRAYER III. 


Thou art encircled with light, in the refulgence of 


which no finite power can exiſt, 


Thou fitteſt upon a throne vpheld by Juſtice, and 


fupported by judgment, 


FT hy miniſters are faithfulneſs and truth, The poſſi- 
bility of cenſure or defect reaches not t any of my: com- 
mands or decrees. 

All the operations of thine energy are directed by that 


perfection of wiſdom, which thou poſſeſſedſt in the begin- 


ning, when there were no depths; when there were no 
fountains abounding with water ; when the mountains 


were not ſettled ; when the hills were not brought forth ; 


when as yet thou hadit not made the earth, nor the 7 


: fields, nor the higheſt parts of the duſt of the world. 


Oh, how infinitely great and powerful; how tran- 


ſcendently Juſt and wiſe art thou! 


Nor are theſe the whole of thy waiderhul attributes: 


ws thy goodneſs is no leſs conſpicuous a perfection in thy 
nature, than theſe more awful attributes of ay cha- 
racter. 


We cannot look around us withdut being firuck with 
proofs of thy munificence. 
If we conſider the heayens, the work of thy hands; 


we behold the fun ruling by day, diſpenſing abroad his 


light and his heat; and the moon and ſtars rulipg by 
night, cheering the inhabitants of the Is” till — 
day-ſpring viſits them again. 
If we contemplate this globe on which we dwell, no 
* can utter all the praiſes thy bounties juſtly claim. 
hine original ſtamp, which when thou firſt calledſt 
forth creation into exiſtence, thou didſt place on all 


things, as they were ſucceſſively formed, ſtill remains un- 8 
effaced on all thy glorious works. | 


Good is (till every fiſh of the ſea. Geek is every fowl 
of the air. Good is every living thing that moveth upon 
the earth; every herb bearing ſeed; every tree bringing 
forth fruit after its kind. 

Permit us then, whom, though laſt in the order of 
creation thou haſt made the firſt in faculties and diſtinc- 
tions, to laud and magnify thy name; to bleſs thy good- 


_ neſs and loving kindneſs to us, and to all wha are alike 


exalted of thy mercy. = 


We would thank thee, great father of men, for form- 
ing us after the reſemblance of thyſelf; for raiſing us ſo 
high in the ſcale of exiſtence; and for making us the 
lords and proprietors of this lower world. 

We would thank thee, that thou haſt elevated us to 
dominion by the enlargement of the faculties of our 
minds, and not by thoſe of our bodies; that thou haſt 
| gifted us with an underſtanding heart, and haſt made us 
capable of high degrees of improvement. in wildom and 
knowledge. 

We would thank thee, that thou haſt not made us 
careleſs and independent of each other, but that thou 
| haſt filled us with every ſocial and ſympathetic feeling; 
that thou haſt diſpoſed us to rejoice with thoſe that re- 

joice, to weep with thoſe that weep; that thou haſt in- 
clined us to enter into the deareſt connections of life, 
and made us to look for the moſt exquiſite enjoyments 
| of our being, in the diſcharge of the duties of friendſhip, 

andina cqqpliancd with the demands of affection. 
We would thank thee, that thou haſt not made us 
merely for a day; that this ſhort exiſtence is not all that 
we have to expeCt ; that we are not as the briites that 
_ periſh; but that thou haſt ſe ordained our lot, that though 
we die, we ſhall again be quicRened ; that this corrupti- 
ble ſhall put on incorru;You,fand this our mortal ſhall 


. Put on immortality. 


We would thank thes, that it is gt merely of the 


| tree of life of which thou halt thus given us to taſte, 


Z but that of the tree of knowledge thou haſt likewife 
permitted us to eat: that as thou haſt made us for an 


| eternal exiſtence, thou haſt given us all the neceſſary 


means to render us meet to be partakers of it. 
We would thank thee, for the wife, kind, and con- 
ſiſtent ſyſtem of laws, which thou haſt framed for our 
okay ; that thou haſt made the means of our 
| kecuring the happineſs of thine eternal kingdom, the 
trueſt ſource to us of the beſt enjoyment of this world's 
ood. 
| 5 But while we thus tecognize thy praiſe in the original 
gifts of thy goodneſs, we would magnify that fu 
intending providence with which tlou haſt watched Mor 
us ever ſince we came into being, 


N We 
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We would adore and thank thee, that thou haſt beer 
our ſhepherd ; that thou haſt led us by the ſide of {til} 
1 that thou haſt bleſſed us with the riches of 

thy bounty; that thou haſt hidden us under the ſecret 


of thy preſence, in the day when oppreſſion has threat- 


ened us; that thou haſt been nigh unto us when afflic- 
tion hath viſited our dwelling ; that thou haſt ever been 
our friend, and that thy conſolations have attended us 
when men have riſen up againſt us. 

In ten thouſand inſtances, Oh God, may we juſtly 
ſay, hadſt not thou been on our ſide, we ſhould have 
funk under the evil that beſet us; we ſhould have been 


ſwallowed up quickly, the waters had overwhelmed us, 
the ſtream had gone over our ſouls. 


But not as the creator nor as the preſerver of men 
would we alone praiſe thee; we would proceed til} 


5 further to bleſs thee, as the God and father of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. 


We would here call upon our - beſt faculties : 
We would here invoke all our higheſt powers: we 
would here worſhip thee with all our hearts, with all 


our minds, with all our ſouls, and with all our ſtrength. 


Well art thou defined, by thy Scriptures of truth, as 


being love, and as dwelling i in love. 


Thy Son, thy own well beloved Son, thou didſt not 


ſpare. 
Thou has ſont him into the W to raiſe us 9 8 


ignorance and error, to knowledge and truth; from 
deſpair and from bondage, to hope and to freedom ; from 
death and from fin, to life and to righteouſneſs. 


Oh, how worthy art thou to receive bleſſing, and ho- 
Tour, and glory, and power, for ever and ever! 


But although thy mercy and loving kindneſs have been 


thus conſpicuous to the race of men, how deficient have 


they been in the return of that duty which thy good- 
[neſs merits. 


Were it not that thou haſt e thyſelf to be a 
placable and forgiving Being ; to be like a father pitying 


the offences of his children, we ſhould not dare, 'when- 
ever we thought of the various inſtances of our miſcon- 
duct, to hold up our heads in thy F 5 


We 


— 
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We have, indeed, finned againſt thee, oh, thou pre- 


ſcrver of men! 
Infinitely excellent as thou art, we have been utterly 
inſenſible of thy perfections. „ 1 

Wie have not grateſully rejoiced amidſt the wonders 
of thy goodneſs. It has not been our pleaſure to contem- 


plate and adore the diſplays of thy munificence. Though 


bleſſed in a manner far above our higheſt deſerts, we have 


been dehicicnt even in the feelings of thankfulneſs and 


braiſe. We have, indeed, in almoſt every inſtance in 
ife, and in almoſt every portion of our being, acted 


- unworthy, of the privileges we enjoy, and inconſiſtent _ 


with the nature of the diſtinctions with which we are 


\ favoured. 


But we are now heartily ſorry for our miſconduct. 


We repent of all our miſdoings. We reflect with 


much regret upon what we have been: miſerable of- 
fenders | 1 | „„ 


Be merciful unto us, we pray thee, in thy judge- 


ments. May not the wages of our ſins be to us death. 


Cleanſe us from all our unrighteouſneſs. Quicken us 
again to a newneſs of life. Turn thou us, Oh God, 


and ſo ſhall we be turned. Direct us, by thy wiſdom, 


ſo that henceforth we may never err. Give us duly to 
improve the various talents thou committeſt to our 


truſt, May we make a ſuitable uſe of the treaſures 


of thy word. May the precepts of the goſpel, and 


the examples of its worthies; more "eſpecially that of 


the great Captain of our ſalvation, henceforth be as 


a light to our feet, and as a lamp to our paths. 


Bleſſed as we are with Chriſtian knowledge, grant 
unto us, we pray thee, Chriſtian tempers. 


May that charity that thinketh no evil; that checks 
the impetuoſity of anger; that is a ſtranger to the 


uneaſy feelings of envy ; that is meek and humble in 


its deportment ; that is above every thing ſordid and 


ſelfiſh, ever warm and animate the hearts of the diſ- 


_  Ciples of thy Son. 


May that ſubmiſſive ſpitit of our Maſter, who re- 


pined not, though he had no where to lay his head; 
Who conſidered it as his meat and his drink to execute 
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the commands of his God; who bowed down to the 
worlt of ſufferings, and braved the horrors of the moſt 
cruel and ignominious of deaths, in compliance with 
the appointment of Providence, for ever appear preva- 


lent in the conduct of us, his ſervants and followers. 


Oh, as we have received Chriſt Jefus the Lord, ſo may 
we walk in him. May we have our converſation, holy, 


harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from ſinners. 


We pray thee, ſtrengthen our conviction of the per- 
ects and dangerous tendency of vice. Give : 
us a ſtill more lively ſenſe of the beauty and happy 
fruits of holineſs and virtue. May we be dead unto 
fin, and alive unto righteouſneſs. May we conſtantly 
remember, that we are candidates for immortality ; that 


this is the great object which thou holdeſt out as the 


prize of our calling; that this is what, forgetting the 


things that are behind, we ſhould preſs forwards after, 
as the thing that is before; and that the rendering 
_ ourſelves fit for entering upon this, ought, above every 


thing elſe, to be the end and the aim of all our moit 
ſtrenuous efforts. FFV 
| Theſe our expreſſions of praiſe ; our effuſions of 
gratitude ; our declarations of penitence ; and our pe- 


titions for mercies, we would hope thou wouldſt hear, 
in heaven thy dwelling place, and hearing, accept, and 
ſend us an anſwer of peace. l 


Through Chiiſt, &. Amen. 
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9 


Preſent ourſelves at the footſtool of thy throne. 5 
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H Thou, in whoſe fight the very heavens are net 


clean ; who chargeſt even thine angels with folly. 


We, the children of the duſt, and the creatures of imper- 
fection, would, with the profoundeſt abaſement, and with 
the molt awful veneration of thy tranſcendent attributes 


» 


We are encouraged thus to approach thee, by the con- 


viction with which thou haſt impreſſed us of thy mercitul 
cCondeſcention. „ 1 


Thou art ever more ready to hear, than we are to pray. 


We would with, at this time, that the language of our 
lips, and the dictates of our hearts, may be ſuch as thou 
mamayeſt regard with pleaſure. IT, £103 5 
We would wiſh, fo wholly to be engroſſed with the 
idea of thy great and univerfal ſovereignty ; that the moſt 
devout fears may occupy our thoughts, and the moſt ſub- 
miſſive reverence mark our deportment in thy preſence. 


By ties the moſt ſacred, we are bound to worſhip and 


adore thee; and it is one of our diſtinctions, that we are 
capable of praiſing thee. Thou halt made us, as it were, 
the prieſts of nature. „„ 


It is a ſource of the moſt exalted enjoyment to us, to 


draw nigh unto thee, in act of homage; to pour out our 


ſouls before thee ;. and to held ſweet converſe with thee, 
in thine houſe of prayer. Ob Lord, lock down from 
heaven, this day, and bleſs thy worſhipping ſervants now 


5 r in thy prefence. Oh, while we muſe, may the 


fire of true picty burn, and ſo may we ſpeak with our 


_ tongues! 2 5 W e eee 
Me venerate thee, as that great underived Being, wha 


from 


they contain, but manifeſt thy perfections. 
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rom eternity to eternity, exiſteſt, boundleſs in perfection, 
and utterly above all influence or controul. By 
In vain do even angelic natures attempt to comprehend 
the unſearchable immenſity of thy wonderful attributes. 
Thou art higher than the higheſt ; inviſible to the 
molt exalted of the creatures thou haſt made, and utterly 


inconceivable to the utmoſt exertion of their thoughts. 


There is no power, in heaven or on earth, that can {tay 


thine hand, or ſay unto thee what doeſt thou? Thou art 


perfectly reſiſtleſs in the execution of thy mighty will. 
Thou haſt exerted thine energy from the beginning of 
time. The wonders of thine Omnipotence are beyond 


all bounds or limitations. hen we think of them, we 
are loft in awful aſtoniſhment. nt ne 


There is no portion of thy immenſe univerſe where thou 


doſt not reſide : nay, beyond the circle of creation thou 


exiſteſt. In thine own unfathomed eſſence, thou reigneſt 
where thou thyſelf art, all in all. Every thing we fee is 
the work of thine hands. There is nothing that ſurprizes, 


that elevates, or that delights .us, but what teſtifies thee 


for its former. There is nothing of all the glorious ob- 
jects of this fair world, which does not call upon us to 


adore and worſhip thee, as its creator. The ſun ſhines but 
to thy praiſe. The moon and the ſtars.revolve but to thy 


glory, The earth, and the ſeas, and every thing which 
Thou art the Lord of Providence. Thou preſideſt 
at the head of the univerſe; Thou ſuſtaineſt the chain of 
the world. All nature hangs pendent from thy ſootſtool. 
Thou art the wiſe and 11ghteous governor of all the 
creatures thou haſt made. VVV 
Holineſs and purity are eſſential to thy nature. Thou 


art infinitely excellent in every attribute that can denote 


perfection. 511 
Thou alone art worthy of the proſtrations of created 
Beings. Thou alone art worthy to be addreſſed with 
prayer, ſupplication, and thankſgiving. . eee 
Great God! we would wiſh now to praiſe thee, as the 
ſource whence we came into exiſtence; whence all the 
bleſſings. of this exiſtence flowed ; and whence our con- 


tinuance in being can alone have been derived. _ 
e Nor 
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Nor is this all: We would wiſh to praiſe thee as the 
ſource of ſtill greater mercies than theſe. 1885 
We would wiſh to praiſe thee, as the God and father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; as not only poſſeſſing immor- 
tality thyſelf, but as deſirous that thy creatures of man- 
kind ſhould likewiſe be immortal; as ſending thy own 
well-beloved Son to redeem us, thy degenerate race, from 
ſm and the grave; to raiſe us from the pit of perdition, to 
the higheſt and moſt exalted of hopes; and to fit us, here, 
by a ſyſtem of the moſt perfect laws, for the participa- 
tion, and the enjoyment, hereafter, of thy moſt perfect 
kingdom. ——- 5 
Let nature praiſe its Creator: let exiſtence glorify its 
Preſerver : but let man adore his Redeemer.. 
Let him, with every faculty he has, bow before the 
God who has cleanſed him frqm fin ; who has ſaved him 
from death; who has reſcued him from hell; who has 
raiſed him to heaven. -- 
Oh, impreſs deep in our heart the preſent emotions 
which we feel. Oh grant, that we may never one mo- 
ment, in the remainder of our lives, live unaffected with 
the ſenſe of thy being and preſence. 5 
But oh, thou pure and holy God, how are we ſhocked 
with a reflection upon our paſt conduct! When we 
conſider what a Being thou art, with whom we have to 
do; what a ſyſtem of laws that is, by which our actions 
will be tried; what a force, and a power in thoſe obli- 
gations which we have broken through and diſregarded ! 
We confeſs that we have forieited_every claim to hy 
favour. We have no right, no pretenſions to addreis 
thee as our father, oo, 3 
We have not only violated thy moſt expreſs commands, 
but in our compliances with thy numerous injunctions, 
ſuch a coldneſs, langour, and indifference have pre- 
vailed, that they have proved but as ſacrifices which thy 
ſoul has abhorred. V Es 
In ſpite of the remonſtrances of conſcience ; in ſpite of 
the clear manifeſtations thou haſt made of thyſelf; in ſpite 
of our characters as Chrittians, and our hopes as candi- 
dates for an immortality, we have done the things which 
we ought not to have done. 


Deſpair 
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Deſpair would ſwallow up our foul, but for the decla-. 
rations thou haſt given us of thy placability. 

Oh God, we have no ſource of hope, if thou art exact 
to mark our iniquity. Ne 

Wert thou a ſtrict and inexorable judge, we would not 
plead with thee. We would ſilently ſubmit to our fate; 


or curſe thee and die. 


But bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be thou; judgment is thy 
ſtrange work: the Lord merciful and gracious, is thy 
character. For thy name's fake, then, pardon and for- 
give thy repentant children. Save us, we pray thee, from 
that everlaſting deſtruction which thou halt threatened to 


the impenitent. Grant us not to be found amongſt thoſe 


who thall be baniſhed from thy preſence. Afſign us not our 
portion with the hypocrite and unbeliever, amidſt weep- 
ing and gnaſhing of teeth. | 5 

h, thou, who alone art able to keep us from falling. 
we would now earneſtly intreat of thee, that henceforth” 


our conduct may be more ſuitable to our characters, and 
more worthy of thine approbation and favour. 


May we be induced, from reflecting on the dangerous 


and pernicious tendency of vice, to avoid it for the future, 
as the worſt enemy to our happineſs here, and as the 


fure earneſt of our greateſt miſerv hereafter. 
May we look well to ourlelves; may we ſearch and 


probe all our moſt ſecret and preſumptuous ſins ; may we, 
aided by thy ſpirit of grace, make clean our hearts and 
renew within us right diſpoſitions. eee 
Enlighten us, we beſeech thee, with thy wiſdom 


from above. Grant us to conceive, in a {till more ex- 


alted manner than we have hitherto done, of thy nature, 
perfections, and providence. a 25 


Lead us into all truth, reſpecting thyſelf; and guard 


us from the pernicious errors with which the world ſo 


much abounds. ROY WET TY nA 

May we look up unto thee, not merely as the Jehovah 
of Iſrael, nor as the God alone of theſe Chriſtian king- 
doms. Thou art the God of the Gentiles : thou art 


the father of the univerſe. Thou diſdaineſt the partia- 


lity which ſuperſtition attributes to thy character. Thou 
art far above thoſe narrow dictates by which bigotry 
| repreſents 
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repreſents thee as actuated. Thou art no reſpecter 


of perſons. In every nation he that feareth thee, 


and . worketh righteouſneſs, ſhall be accepted. 


Be with us, thou Great Being! while, inſtead of 


pleading before thee that we have Abram for our 


father, we endeayour thus to work: out our ſalva- 
tion with fear and trembling; to make gur calling. 
and election ſure, by the practice of truth and jule 


tice, honour and benevolence. 


Oh, give us the true ſpirit of the founder of our 
faith: in an imitation of his virtues, and not in @ 


reliance upon his merits, be our hope of obtaining 


thy favour. 


Looking forwards inte life, we ſee our tha . 


with many dithcalties and with many dangers. 


In this imperfect ſtate, we cannot hope to avoid the 


trials and the tempiations common to our natures. 
But grant, we pray thee, that we may never of con- 
ſcience make ſhipwreck, Though thou ſhouldeſt 
take away all that we have; nay, though thou ſhouid- 
eſt put forth thine hand, and touch our bone aud 
our fleſh; may our integrity never depart from us, 
ſo long as we live. 


But Lord! what are we, that thou ſhouldeſt be thus 


mindful of us? We come up, and are cut down like 


a flower. Oh, Prepare us for the change that is await- 


ing us. Give us, we intreat thee, that peace of thine 
which will cheer us in our lateſt hour; which will 


whiſper comfort to us amidſt our dying groans; which 


will enable us, in the ſtruggles of death, to ſee heaven 


opened, and encourage us to cry out with the confi- 

dence of the bleſſed Martyr, Lord Jeſus receive our 

ſouls. 

Well knowing that we are accountable beings ; 6 that 
to death judgment will ſucceed ; Great God, may 


. 
We. 


we be induced, by a ſerious telle ion on this ſolen ; 


truth, to maintain in life that conduct which 1s be- 
coming Beings under the influence of fo awful a con- 
viction. 


ay we break off all our fins y repentance 


May 


2 
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May we be careful that our own hearts do not con- 
demn us. May we make this the ſole ground of our 
confidence in God. May we ſtrive to be as uſeful in 
our day and generation, as our abilities will permit us. 
May we improve every talent that thou haſt given us 
to the beſt advantage. May we work while it is day; 
waiting with humble hope for the arrival of that mo- 
ment, that ſhall ſeal our labours ; that ſhall determine 


the fate of our future exiſtence ; that ſhall place us with 


ſaints and angels, in unſpeakable happineſs, or with the 
the devil and wicked ſpirits in unſpeakable miſery. 
Now to thee, the Almighty Creator, the continua] 


Preſerver, and the bountiful Saviour of men, be aſ- 
_ cribed, through the Lamb that was ſlain, glory, and 
3 dominion, and power, now and for ever. 
Amen. FFF 
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H thou, whoſe greatneſs is unſearchable, and 
whoſe power is utterly unlimited ; whoſe com- 
mand gave birth to univerſal being, and whoſe do- 


minion is acknowledged in every portion of exiſtence! 
Wich all due humility and veneration, would we 


thy rational creatures now bow down unto thee, in 
acts of homage and adoration. 

How great and wonderful are all the operations 
of thine hands! How yall and various are all the 
effects of thine energy! 

Thou haſt ſpread out the ey, fe and placed the 


beams of its chambers in inviſib 


Thou haſt formed the ſun for bee 57 for heat; 
appointed the moon for times and for ſeaſons ; and 
garniſhed the heavens with innumerable ſtars. 

Thou haſt laid the foundation of the earth, and 


ſtretched thy line upon it: its North thou haſt ex- 


tended over the empty ſpace, and its South thou 
haſt made for a balance, 
Thou haſt ſhut up the ſea with doors, and becken 


up for it its decreed place; thou haſt made it the 


reſidence of things innumerable both ſmall and great. 
Thou haſt eftabliſhed the ordinances of heaven, 


and maintaineſt the dominion thereof. 


Thou knoweſt the way where light dwelleth 5 


and as for Garkneſs thou knoweſt the ſecret thereof. 


02 Thou 
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Thou commandeſt the morning, and cauſeſt the 
day ſpring to know his place. 


. Jhou ſendeſt forth lightnings, that they may go 
1 and ſay, here we are. | 25 
. | Thou thundereſt with the voice of thine excel- 
1 lency, and we hear attentively the noiſe of thy 
r nw > # - 
i Thou ſuſtaineft the ballancings of the clouds; 
. thou makeſt them to pour down water according 
5 | to the vapour thereof: when thou commandeſt, they 
1 ſatisfy the deſolate and waſte places. 
5 Thou ſayeſt to the ſnow be thou on the earth: 
# likewiſe to the ſmall rain and to the great rain of 
. _ CCC % ay: 
. I ubhcu ſtraighteneſt the breadth of waters by thy 
44 , froſt, and caſteſt forth thine ice like morſels; fo 


that no one can ſtand before thy cold.  _ 
Ibu ſealeſt up the hand of man, and cauſeſt 
the beaſts to go into dens, and remain in their 
-placks.:- | 5 
Ihcu controlleſt the ways of all the creatures 
thou haſt made; thou directeſt all their operations. 
The hawk flies by thy wiſdom; the eagle mounts 
up at thy command; and thou numbereſt the months 
that the wild goats of the foreſt fulfill 
Oh. Lord, how manifold are thy works! Lo, 
theſe are but part of thy ways: How ſmall a por- 
tion is heard of them! *** 5 


=» T | Behold thou art great, and we know thee not. 
1 Iouching thee, the Almighty, we cannot find 


Thus impreſſed with the idea of thine unlimited 
energy, and never ceaſing influence ; thus contem- 
plating thee as the univerſal father and Lord of 
all; permit us ſtill further to recognize thy praiſe, 
as thou art manifeſted towards us the children of 
men. . op ; 8 
We rejoice in that goodneſs and in that power, 
which, out of the duſt of the earth, called us forth 
into life; made us the participators of ſocial 8 
8 : verſe; 
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verſe; formed us for wiſdom and virtue; enabled 
us to fee thee here in thy works of nature, and filled. 
us with the hope of ſeeing thee hereafter, in a ſtill 
more glorious manner, in thine heavenly and eter- 
nal kingdom. 


Wie rejoice that we are the objects of y bro- 
vidence and care. 


Thou haſt ever watched over us for good. 

In the helpleſs ſeaſon of our infant ſtate, we have 
reaſon with gratitude to acknowledge thy merciful 
ſuperintendence. 

In the ſlippery paths of youth, thou haſt delivered 
our ſouls from death, and our feet from falling. 

In all times of our diſtreſs, in want, in lickneſs,. 
and in 5 thou halt ever been nigh unto 
us to help u 


. Thou haſt indeed ſaved, and thou haſt likewiſe 
bleſſed us. 
Thou haſt made us to lie. down in green paſ- 
tures, and led us by the fide of ſtill waters, 
| Lhou haſt crowned our years with goodneſ:, and 
made all our paths drop fatneſs. _ 

Thou haſt filled our houſes with good n 
and given us — comfort our natures could re- 
. 

And thall we not return thee this thy loving kind- 
neſs? Shall we not repay thee theſe mercies? But 
how ſhall we accompliſh what our hearts thus grate- 
fully deſire? Burnt offerings and ſacrifices thou wilt 
not; elſe we would give them thee. 

Alas! every beaſt of the foreſt is e and the 
cattle upon a thouſand hills. 

Thou wilt not eat the fleſh of baths: thon wilt 
not drink the blood of goats; and the ſmoke of" in- 
cenſe is an abomination unto thee. 

Wilt thou then accept of us, when we offer unto 
thee but our expreſſions of gratitude? 

Wilt thou liſten unto us, when we render unto 
thee but the ſacrifice of praiſe ? 

5997 thou be pleaſed, when thus we glorify thee 


in 
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in the morning, and when thus in the evening we 


addreſs unto thee our ſongs. 


Ey thine own gracious command, « Offer unto me 
thankſgiving” we feel a confidence that thou wilt 


look down upon us and bleſs us, When we thus ſin- 


cerely approach thee. 
Oh aid us to execute every with and every eſohativn 


_ which a ſenſe of thy goodneſs now excites us to form. 


Great beneficiary of the world! The ſun ſhall hence- 
forth never ariſe, but our hymns ſhall be echoed to thine 
honour. The moon ſhall henceforth never give her 
light, but thy loving kindneſs ſhall be uttered. Day 


unto day, and night unto night, ſhall henceforth reflify 
dur thankfulneſs unto thee, who art our rock, our for- 
treſs and our deliverer ; our God, our ſtrength in whom 
we truſt; our buckler, the horn of our Anion, and 5 

our high tower. 


But let us not exhauſt our e of pmile, 
whilſt thy beſt and greateſt bleſſing, the ne of a 
Redeemer ſtill remains unrecounted. 

Didſt thou not cauſe him, for us, to leave thy 
realms of glory, and aſſume upon earth the form of a 


fervant-? 


Vidſt thou not cauſe him, for us, to take up his 
abode in a world where he had not where to | lay 


his head? 


Did{t thou not PN" 3 . us, to ſubmit to ZI 
moſt- cruel of inſults; to the moſt lingering of tor- 
ments; and to the moſt ignominious of deaths? 

Is it poſſible then, for our tongues to utter, or ſos 


our words to expreſs the gratitude with which our 


doſoms glow, when we thus call to mind thine amaz- 


ing mercy? _ 
Od, no. But thou 88 the heart ; thou knoweſt 
what are its real ſentiments. The emotion of thank- 


fulneſs, that is too big for utterance, will not be the lets 


known, nor the leſs accept table unto the. 

Behold us then, thou Great Father of him who hath 
Tedeemed us, filent in thy praiſe, dern utterly una- 
ble to ain what we led.” „„ 99 ig 1 1 

5 ut 
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But oh thou great and bountiful Saviour! although 


we are at this moment thus alive to a ſenſe of thy 
kindneſs; though we are now, as it were, over- 
| whelmed with the remembrance of thy mercies; how 


few, alas, have been the moments, in compariſon with 
our whole paſt beings, in which ſuch a lively impreffion 


of what we owe unto thee, has had the poſſeſſion of 


our hearts and thoughts! 


What numberleſs days have we ſpent as if mere 
were no God in the world | 

How often have we rioted amidſt the diſplays of 
thy munificence, and never once thought of thee, the 


giver of every good and perfect gift! 


How often, in the very moment of our higheſt 


_ enjoyment, in the fulleſt tide of our earthly felicity, 
have we N the hand that alone maketh us 


rich! 


We do not then, now wolicite ourſelves baſes thee, 
pleading at thy foot ſtool the merits of our gratitude, 
but deploring before thee the demerits of our ingra- 
titude. 

We do not approach thy having, proving ourſelves 
worthy of the continuance of thy goodneſs, becauſe 


we have duly improved thoſe mercies that thou haſt 


already vouchſafed us; but, with ſorrow and ſelf. abaſe- 


ment, we bow down before thee, as unprofitable 


ſervants, who have too often hid their talents in 4 


: napkin. 


We do not with 3 preſumptiei a dare to 
thank thee, that we are not as other men, boaſtin 
before thee our numerous deeds, our tithes, our faſt- 


ings, our alms, and our prayers ; but with the conſci- 


ous guilt of the publican, we ſmite upon our ee 


laying, God be merciful to us ſinners ! 


Oh, give us ſincerity in our thus deploring our miſ- 
conduct at this time: ſo that when we riſe from this 


our proſtration at thy footſtool, and retire to our 
homes, we may feel ourſelves Jultified. 


We pray molt devoutly tor the influence and for 


the 
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F | the aſſiſtance of thy gracious ſpirit, to co- operate 
; | with our own beſt endeavours aſter virtue and re- 
ä 
| Teach us to form juſt and worthy notions of all the 
ſeveral branches of our duty. 
Io thee our God, may we ever be grateful, devout, 
and obedient. 
| To our fellow. creatures, may we be ever Juſt, li- 
. beral, and beneficent. 
Ow To ourſelves, may we act with wiſdom and difcre- 
161 tion, livipg righteouſly and ſoberly, and abſtaining . 
= from all fleſhy Juſts that war againſt the ſoul. 
May the example of him who has bought us with a 
| , price, who has given himſelf a ranſom for thoſe who 
N were the captives of ſin and of death, for ever engage 
| our moſt careful imitation. 
May we be proud to copy aſter . 118 in all. 
things was perfect; who was humble, though the Son 
of the Almighty; who was meek and patient, though 
the birds and beaſts had much better accommodations; 
who was conſtant in his acts of worſhip to his father, 
though he lived with him before all worlds; who bore 
with inſult and with cruelty from his mercileſs perſe- 
| cutors, though he could have commanded len of 
ns | angels to have executed his vengeance. 
. Ob, let we pray thee, his glorious charucber ani- 
1 mate our conduct, ſo that fo us, he may not be an 
Wh offering on the croſs in vain, but in us may the fruits 
118 and the ets of his death be thewn till he come: 
till he come in the glory of his father, with all his 
holy angels, taking vengeance on them that know not- 
God, and obey not the gofpel of his Son. _ | 
- Liable as we are to error, it becomes us to ak wif- 
dom of thee, who.giveſt to all men . (a and up- 
braideſt not. 
We acknowledge before hel our ignorance, reſpedt- 
ing what | is beſt for us in life. 
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In every act of our choice, in every important ſtep 
which we take, oh, do thou ſuperintend and di- 
rect us. 

We hope; nay, in the full confidence of our Poeten 
virtuous feelings, we truf?, we ever ſhall have the wiſh, 
at leaſt, to fulfil thy will, and to do whatſoever thou 
requireſt. 
_ Moſt earneſtly then do we intreat thee to give us. 

ſtrength in the inward parts, that our wiſhes and our 
conduct may be the ſame; ſo that it may never more 
be our complaint, that the good that we would, that 
we do not. 
Ohh grant us wiſely to call in all the various NE 
to our virtue, which thou haſt graciouſly afforded 


= 


Quicken i in us the hope, with which thou halt in- 
ſpired us of a life after this. 


Elevate our minds beyond this narrow ſcene of 


things. Grant us, to conſider ourſelves here as pil- 

grims and ſtrangers, regarding this world as no bine 
place, while we are ſeeking one to come. 

Grant that the idea of thine Omnipreſence may never 

be abſent from our thoughts, May we reflect, that 

thou art on our right hand, though, we ſee thee not; 

and on our left, though, we perceive thee not. 

Grant that we may ever remember that thou haſt 
defined thyſelf, as a jealous God; that thou wilt not 
pals by any conduct of thy creatures derogatory to 

Tay honour. o_ 

Grant that the awful and nine threatenings 

which thou haſt denounced againit the workers of ini- 

quity, may ſuitably impreſs our minds ; make us ſhud- 


deer at the thought of vice, and induce us, with all 


poſſible expedition, to break off all our fins by. re 
pentance. 

Thus, oh God! may we * the time of our fo 
Journing here, in thy fear, and love. Thus may we 
live with our lamps ever trimmed, in a conſtant ſtate 
of watchfulneſs tor the coming of him who is repre- 
= P ſentec 
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ſented as the bridegroom, with whom thoſe who are 
thus ready, ſhall enter into thine eternal feaſt, before 
that door is ſhut, at which thoſe who are not alike. 
prepared, ſhall in vain knock and cry, Lord, Lord, 
open unto us. : 
Now unto thee, who art able to keep us from fall- 
ing, and to preſent us faultleſs before the brightneſs of 
thy glory, to the only wiſe God our Saviour, be 
aſcribed all honour, dominion, and ny; now and for 
ever. Auen. 
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| Page 6, line 2 for * read Heer. | : 
| Page 28, line 9, for miſchievous and madneſs, read miſcbiewous 5 


madneſs. 


5 Page 29, line the laſt, for of, read and. 
Page 32, line 3, from the bottom, for favour, read power, 
Page ao, line 20, for repininings, read repinings. 
Page 43, line 18, for here, read pen. 
Page 45, line 27, for anologically, read analogicall ly. 
Page 46, line 4, for heart-/ick, read probifick. 


Page 51, line 6, after cheir, inſert ad. 1 
Page 51, line tne laſt, for inconcruous, read incengrucus. 


Page 54, line 34, for nececeſſity, read neceſſity. 
Page 65, line 8, for friends, read friend. 
Page 70, line 26, for diſburſe, read diſpenſe. 


Page 76, line 11, for limitted, read limited. 
Page 7 7, line 28, for — read little. 


